
Interpretive Methodologies and Methods (IMM) Related Group 

Virtual Business Meeting 2021 

Friday, October 1,  

12:00-1:00 pm, Pacific Daylight Time (3:00-4:00 pm, Eastern Daylight Time) 

 

Minutes 

(taken by Rina Williams) 

 

1. Reports 

 

• from the 2021 program chair: Natasha Behl 

[Full report appended to the Minutes] 

• from the 2021 Methods Café organizers: Biko Koenig and Robin Turner 

Biko and Robin noted the Café was highly successful, with 14 topics and approximately 20 visitors; each topic had at 

least one visitor. We even added a couple of new topics this year, and the virtual format seem to go smoothly. They 

gave many thanks to B for invaluable organizational assistance and support. 

• from the Methods Clinic organizers: Peregrine Schwartz-Shea 

[Full report appended to Minutes.] 

 

2. Award presentations [full citations can be found on the IMM website] 

 

• Charles Taylor Book 2021 Award (presented by Lisa Wedeen) 

 The award goes to Thea Riofrancos, Providence College, for Resource Radicals: From Petro-Nationalism 

to Post-Extractivism in Ecuador (Duke University Press) 

 Honorable mentions go to Diana S. Kim, Georgetown University, for Empires of Vice: The Rise of Opium 

Prohibition across Southeast Asia (Princeton University Press) and Robert Nichols, University of 

Minnesota, for Theft is Property! Dispossession and Critical Theory (Duke University Press) 
 Award Committee: Lisa Wedeen, chair (University of Chicago); Phillip Ayoub (Occidental College); and 

Juliet Williams (UCLA) 

 

• Hayward Alker 2021 Best Graduate Student Paper Award (presented by Jeremy Menchik) 

 The award goes to Rahardhika Utama (PhD candidate, Northwestern University) for “Politics of Memory, 

Underdevelopment, and Remnants of Political Violence in the Sumatra Rubber Belt” presented at the 

Southeast Asia Research Group Mini Conference II, August 2020 

 Award Committee: Jeremy Menchik, chair (Boston University); Tania Weinstein (McGill University); 

Michelle Weitzel (University of Basel) 

 

• Routledge’s 2021 Lee Ann Fujii Award for Innovation in the Interpretive Study of Political Violence 

(presented by Cecelia Lynch) 

 The award goes to Natasha Behl, Arizona State University, for Gendered Citizenship: Understanding 
Gendered Violence in Democratic India (Oxford University Press). 

 Honorable mention goes to Susan Thomson, Colgate University, for “Engaged Silences as Political 

Agency in Post-Genocide Rwanda: Jeanne's Story” in Rethinking Silences, Voice and Agency in 

Contested Gendered Terrains edited by Jane L. Parpart and Swait Parashar (Routledge) 

 Award Committee: Cecelia Lynch, chair (University of California-Irvine), Robin Turner (Butler 

University), Frederic Schaffer (University of Massachusetts Amherst) 

 

• Grain of Sand Award for lifetime contributions to interpretive thought and methods (presented by Sam Majic)  

 The award goes to Mary Fainsod Katzenstein, Cornell University 

 Award Committee: The IMM Executive Committee  

 

3. Announcements 

 



• IMM needs to a maintain, year over year, at least a 35-person APSA membership to keep its status as a related 

group. If you are a current APSA member, please join IMM (at no extra cost) here. By joining you will be able 

to post and see messages in the IMM forum 

• The IMM program chair for the 2022 APSA meeting will be Farah Godrej, University of California-Riverside  

• New Books Podcast: Nick Cheesman 

• Executive Committee rotations: Farewell to Sam Majic, Ido Oren, and Timothy Pachirat. Welcome to Nick 

Smith, Susan Thomson, Michelle Weitzel, and Deva Woodly 

 

Open floor 

 

• Julie Novkov spoke for the APSR editorial team. She was pleased to report that in 2020-21, 20.6% of submissions 

and 7.6% of accepted articles were interpretive in nature/used interpretive methods. She encouraged members to 

submit articles, noting that one potential advantage of APSR is that it has a higher word count (at 12k words) than 

many journals. She also noted that APSR is seeking to expand its pool of interpretive reviewers, and encouraged 

members to be in touch if they were interested in serving. 

• Peri Schwartz-Shea as Lisa Wedeen if the pool of approximately 40 books for the Charles Taylor Award were all 

interpretive. Lisa noted that many were, though some publishers (notably Oxford) 10 to send everything uncurated. 

Lisa reiterated that it was a very strong pool. Peri recognized Dvora Yanow’s work in establishing the award. 

• Arie Glas encouraged members to attend the virtual roundtable on Sunday 10/4. “Interpretivist Political Science: 

Conversations on Methods and Methodologies” feat. Jessica Soedirgo, Lisa Wedeen, Nick Rush Smith, April 

Biccum, and many others here and beyond! (2pm CDT) 

• Nick Cheesman announced the ANU series on Interpretive Methods: 

https://politicsir.cass.anu.edu.au/events/series/imc-seminar-series  

• Carolyn Holmes: The Western Political Science Association is hosting a Virtual Community for Interpretive 

Methods in Political Science. We are planning events throughout the academic year, but we are currently asking 

people to sign up for our mailing list. This is intended as a way to build on the Methods Workshops that Dvora and 

Peri hosted over the course of the last year. Sign up here: https://wpsavc.com/interpretive-methods-in-political-

science/  

 

Job announcements 

• Jeremy Menchik: https://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/2021/09/01/pardee-school-invites-applications-for-two-

faculty-positions/ 

• Samantha Majic: Law and Society job posting forthcoming at John Jay College-CUNY (Assistant) 

• Farah Godrej: https://aprecruit.ucr.edu/JPF01454. Asst only; UC Riverside, Black Politics 

• Rina Williams: Assistant Prof of Public Administration, (MPA focused on Social Justice). Job posting forthcoming 

from University of Cincinnati, Dept. of Political Science 

• Ido Oren: Univ of Florida, Feminist IR. https://globaljobs.org/jobs/31481-gainesville-florida-university-of-

assistant-professor-in-feminist-international-relations-job-post  

 

Additional Information 

 

IMM Awards and Recognitions 

 

• IMM Spotlight Scholars (our Spotlight Scholar webpage highlights outstanding early-career scholars whose 

work showcases or advances interpretive approaches to the study of politics. To nominate an early-career 

scholar for the Spotlight Scholar webpage, please use the following form. Self-nominations are also welcome) 

• 2022 Hayward Alker Award committee: Osman Balkan, chair (Swarthmore College), Yuna Blajer de la Garza 

(Loyola University), and Jessica Soedirgo (University of Amsterdam). The call for nominations is coming 

soon! 

• 2022 Charles Taylor Award committee: The committee line-up and call for nominations is coming soon! 

• 2023 Lee Ann Fujii Award: Natasha Behl, co-chair (Arizona State University), Susan Thomson, co-chair 

(Colgate University), and Helen Kinsella (University of Minnesota, Twin Cities). The call for nominations is 

coming soon! 

 

https://www.apsanet.org/User-Home/override/related
https://connect.apsanet.org/interpretationandmethod/new-books-podcast/
https://politicsir.cass.anu.edu.au/events/series/imc-seminar-series
https://wpsavc.com/interpretive-methods-in-political-science/
https://wpsavc.com/interpretive-methods-in-political-science/
https://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/2021/09/01/pardee-school-invites-applications-for-two-faculty-positions/
https://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/2021/09/01/pardee-school-invites-applications-for-two-faculty-positions/
https://aprecruit.ucr.edu/JPF01454
https://globaljobs.org/jobs/31481-gainesville-florida-university-of-assistant-professor-in-feminist-international-relations-job-post
https://globaljobs.org/jobs/31481-gainesville-florida-university-of-assistant-professor-in-feminist-international-relations-job-post
https://connect.apsanet.org/interpretationandmethod/spotlight-scholar/
https://forms.gle/ZJeqe4fWkSHL3Qqf7


Stay connected 

 

• IMM Website (for award info, course syllabi APSA events, Methods Clinics videos, the New Books Podcast, 

featured spotlight scholars, IMM bylaws, and more) 

• Interpretation & Methods listserv (a venue for questions/discussion, information about workshops, 

conferences, publications, and the like) 

• IMM Facebook group (open to anyone with an interest in interpretivism) 

• Follow us on Twitter 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:04 pm EDT. 

  

https://connect.apsanet.org/interpretationandmethod/
http://lists.digital-discourse.org/listinfo.cgi/interpretationandmethods-digital-discourse.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/interpretivemm
https://twitter.com/InterpretiveMM


APSA 2021 IMM Business Meeting 

October 1, 2021 

Program Chair Report 

Natasha Behl 

 

• Panel allocation for APSA 2021 increased from 1 panel to 2 panels. This is huge for us as a related 

group! 

o All related groups are guaranteed 1 panel and any additional panels are allocated based on 

attendance and submission 

o 80% on attendance and 20% on submissions 

o Submissions was added submissions to related group panel allocations 

o APSA 2019 data was used. 

• Our submissions were robust. We had enough submissions to support two full panels + the graduate 

student roundtable on qualitative methods during Covid. Initially, I was trying to co-sponsor the 

Graduate Student Roundtable with the Qualitative Methods Division sponsoring it. But they ran out of 

allocations. So, I made the decision to sponsor the Roundtable and reject some of the individual papers 

and create a single panel + roundtable.  

• Co-sponsorship counts towards our attendance so I made sure co-sponsored an Author Meets Critic with 

REP.  

• Improvement  

o There is one panel on Saturday honoring Lee Ann Fujji. I believe we should have co-sponsored 

this panel. However, in the APSA system, we can only see those panels that have selected IMM 

as either first or second choice. So, I wasn’t aware of this panel until after the schedule was made 

public. Some way of capturing these kinds of panels would be important moving forward.  

 

“Yes, And”: Graduate Students Conducting Qualitative Methods During/After COVID 

Virtual Roundtable 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 2:00 to 3:30 pm PDT 

Attendance: 21 

 

Interpretive Approaches to Political Science 

Virtual Panel 

Thursday, September 30, 6:00 to 7:30am PDT 

 

Promoting Methodological Pluralism: Interpretive Methods and Racial Politics 

In-Person Author Meets Critics 

Thursday, September 30, 4:00 to 5:30pm PDT 

  



 

Report For 2021 IMM Business Meeting at APSA (October 1) 

Online Methods Clinics, January-June 2021, organized by Dvora Yanow and Peregrine Schwartz-

Shea  

Prepared by DY and PSS; presented by Peri Schwartz-Shea 

 

• Origins: Peri’s participation in Women’s Caucus Session of Nov 2020 – people asking “What can we 

do?” re the COVID malaise; Dvora’s idea to do a series of informal, online sessions  

 

• She was thinking, Oh, 25 people might participate; unexpected numbers of registrants for that first 

session meant we had to re-think our imagined structure; sent an email to the 39 initial registrants 

inviting them to let us know what questions they were bringing to the discussions, and then used 

those questions to both choose topics and structure a number of the sessions 

 

• Sponsors and Special Thanks: 

o Women’s Caucus for Political Science, Janelle Wong, President—ran zoom for first 3 

sessions from University of Maryland 

o IMM – thanks to IMM members Fred Schaffer, Charles Turner, Aarie Glas, and others who 

assisted us with email, Facebook, Twitter, and IMM webpage publicity and to Michelle 

Weitzel who helped manage the chat several times and served as co-host and sounding board 

o Thanks to Devon Cantwell and Zach Stickney (both then University of Utah grad students) 

who ran the Zoom and managed the chat from Utah for the last 3 sessions 

o Thanks to our guest co-hosts!!! [details below] 

o Shout out also to Carolyn Holmes and Wendy Pearlman who helped Dvora and me think 

through some technical and substantive issues 

 

• Numbers and other details  

o based on registration lists, between 90 and 230 

o # of attendees varied from one session to the next 

o Participants covered the full spectrum from grad students (most of them) to Full Prof. and 1 

(at least) retiree, across all subfields and a wide range of methods interests. 

o Countries: registrants came from 32 countries across NA, SA, Europe, Asia, the Middle East, 

and North Africa1 

o Aarie Glas posted the info from each session to the APSA Connect page, including: 

 Chat transcripts 

 Video links (later with closed captioning) 

 Resource lists that DY and PSS prepared for each session, sometimes with input from 

co-hosts (e.g., references…) 

o Charles Turner posted announcements to Twitter and FB 

o NOTE: Aarie said the clinics helped to increase traffic to the IMM webpage 

 

o Format – varied from just the two of us in January to 1-3 guest presenters (3 max in Feb), and 

we broke into small groups for the last 10 minutes of each session, except #6. 

 When we saw how many had registered for the 1st session, we wrote that group of 39 

to ask for one question from each, and then used those to structure the sessions. 

 For sessions 2-5, we drew on selected questions from that initial group, inviting each 

one to pose her/his question personally in the relevant session. 

 
1 List of Countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, England, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kurdistan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Netherlands, Norway, 
Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Scotland, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, and the US. 



 We also replied personally to each of those questioners after the session with further 

suggestions for thinking about their research or relevant readings. 

 We will be following up soon with others from the initial registrant group who sent us 

questions which we were unable to involve in the sessions. 

 Some participants wrote us directly with questions, most of which we have answered 

by now. 

 

• 9 different featured presenters besides us (details below) 

o For Natasha Behl the Clinic in which she was featured led to an invitation to give a seminar in 

Bombay and another opportunity 

 

• Topics covered: we started with a general session and then organized ‘theme’ sessions following 

early registrants’ question topics 

o Jan: Issues in Interpretive Research  

 Dvora and Peri 

o Feb: Field Research, COVID, and Social Media 

 Aarie Glas, Carolyn Holmes, Milli Lake 

o March: Political Ethnography 

 Natasha Behl, David Forrest 

o April: Interviewing 

 Nadia Brown, Robin Harper 

o May: Documents and Beyond 

 Michelle Weitzel, Dvora, Peri 

o June: Working with ‘Reviewer #2’ (aka sociology of scientific knowledge) 

 Joe Soss, Dvora, Peri 

 

• What we learned 

o 90 minutes worked well (60 is too short) 

o Beware time changes (daylight savings caught us off guard!) 

o Having advanced registration helped us organize the sessions and learn what was on people’s 

minds, rather than shooting in the dark. 

o COVID isolation may have produced the huge response! 

o Interpretivism in poli sci has a global reach. 🙂 Truly international 

o And in one of the first chat rooms, someone remarked on how many people were using 

interpretive approaches -- i.e., that there is a community out there, which helps them feel not 

so lonely and isolated. 

 
 


