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Patrick Thaddeus Jackson is Associate Professor of International Relations in the
School of International Service at the American University in Washington, DC; he is
also Director of General Education for the university. He previously taught at
Columbia University and New York University. In 2003-2004, he served as
President of the International Studies Association-Northeast and is the present
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of International Relations and Development. Jackson's
research interests include culture and agency, international relations theory
(particularly the intersection of realism and constructivism), sociological
methodology, the role of rhetoric in public life, the concept of 'Western Civilization,'
and the political and social theory of Max Weber. He teaches courses on IR theory,
political philosophy, research methodology, the philosophy of social science, and
the intersection of popular culture and international politics. He has three times
received university awards for the innovative use of technology in the classroom
and was the AU Honors Program's Faculty Member of the Year for 2004-5. He is
presently writing a book on the philosophy of science and its implications for IR
scholarship.
ptjack@american.edu
Julie Novkov is Associate Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies at
the University at Albany, SUNY. She is the author of Racial Union: Law, Intimacy,
and the White State in Alabama, 1865-1954 (University of Michigan Press 2008)
and Constituting Workers, Protecting Women: Gender, Law, and Labor in the
Progressive Era and New Deal Years (University of Michigan Press 2001), as well as
articles and book chapters concerning the legal construction of subordinated
identity and constitutional development in the United States. She co-edited Race
and American Political Development with Joseph Lowndes and Dorian Warren
(Routledge 2008) and Security Disarmed: Critical Perspectives on Race, Gender,
and Militarization with Barbara Sutton and Sandra Morgen (Rutgers University Press
2008). Her current research explores the uses of legal archaeology as an
interpretive method.
jnovkov@albany.edu
Frederic Charles Schaffer teaches political science at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. His area of specialization is comparative
politics with a geographic focus on Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan

Africa. Substantively, he studies the meaning and practice of democracy across
cultures using the tools of ordinary language philosophy and other language-based
interpretive methods. He contributed a chapter on ordinary language interviewing
in Yanow and Schwartz-Shea’s Interpretation and Method: Empirical Research
Methods and the Interpretive Turn (M E Sharpe, 2006). He is also the author of
Democracy in Translation: Understanding Politics in an Unfamiliar Culture (Cornell
University Press, 1998) and The Hidden Costs of Clean Election Reform (Cornell
University Press, 2008). He is, in addition, the editor of Elections for Sale: The
Causes and Consequences of Vote Buying (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2007).
schaffer@polsci.umass.edu
Peregrine Schwartz-Shea is Professor of Political Science at the University of
Utah. Her research on doctoral curricula in methodology has appeared in PS:
Political Science and Politics and Perestroika! The raucous rebellion in political
science (ed. Kristen Renwick Monroe). She is co-editor with Dvora Yanow of
Interpretation and method: Empirical research methods and the interpretive turn
(M E Sharpe, 2006); her chapter contribution in that book, and a continuing
research interest, is the appropriate criteria for evaluation of interpretive work and
its reception in the discipline of political science. Current research projects with
Yanow include institutional review board policy and interpretive research design.
With other co-authors she is researching pedagogical aspects of student response
systems and the use of animated dynamic models in organizational contexts.
psshea@poli-sci.utah.edu
Dvora Yanow holds the Strategic Chair in Meaning and Method in the Faculty of
Social Sciences, Vrije Universiteit (Amsterdam, The Netherlands). Her research has
been shaped by an overall interest in the communication of meaning in policy and
organizational settings. She is the author of How does a policy mean? Interpreting
policy and organizational actions; Conducting interpretive policy analysis; and
Constructing race and ethnicity in America: Category-making in public policy and
administration (winner of the 2004 ASPA and 2007 Herbert A. Simon-APSA book
awards) and co-editor of Knowing in organizations: A practice-based approach;
Interpretation and method: Empirical research methods and the interpretive turn;
and Organizational ethnography: Studying the complexities of everyday life.
Current research focuses on Dutch race-ethnic category-making, policy frames and
framing, reflective practice, museums and the idea of “science,” and, with Peregrine
Schwartz-Shea, US Institutional Review Board policies and practices.
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