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Background		
•  Broad	Research	Q:	Impact	of	Donald	Trump	

on	global	public	opinion	of	the	U.S.?	
•  MoIvaIon:	SoK	power?	Past	research	shows	

transnaIonal	opinion	(State	A	public	opinion	
about	State	B/State	B’s	leader)	can	shape	
foreign	relaIons	

Literature	
American	Public	Opinion	
•  Importance	of	source	and	credibility	in	

message	frames	
•  Elite	cue	reliance	>	Policy	consideraIons	
•  Threat	percepIon	shaping	framing	effects		
TransnaIonal	Public	Opinion	
•  American	presidenIal	source	cue	effects	on	

transnaIonal	opinion	formaIon	
Expecta4ons	
•  “Trump”	as	negaIve	credibility	outgroup	

source	cue;	uncondiIonal	effects	
•  ReacIons	depending	on	issue	salience	
•  HosIle	policy	induces	threat,	consideraIon	

of	policy	implicaIon	

Study	Design	
•  Online	survey	experiment	(CrowdWorks)	
•  3,221	Japanese	ciIzens	
•  2	x	2	x	2	treatments	

ü  Source	Cue	(Trump	vs.	Congressman)	
ü  Issue	Salience	(security	vs.	exchange	program)	
ü  Policy	Direc+on	(hosIle	vs.	friendly)	

•  5	outcomes:	Unfavorability	of	the	U.S.	
ü  Composite	Index	
ü  U.S.	
ü  U.S.	Policy	toward	Japan	
ü  Americans	
ü  Donald	Trump	

Conclusions	
•  Greater	policy-content	consideraIons	

than	heurisIc	(source	cue)	reliance	
•  U.S.	president	cue	(“Trump”)	is	negaIve,	

but	threat	level	+	policy	approach	are	
more	important	

•  CondiIonality	of	source	effects	à	Trump	
has	not	made	U.S.	image	fully	irreparable	

Future	research:	extend	to	other	countries;	
further	vary	policy	message	and	test	
manipulaIon	with	posiIve	source	cue	

		

Hypotheses	
1.  PosiIve	effects	of	Source,	Issue,	and	

Direc+on	
2.  No	effect	of	interacIons	of	Source	x	Issue	

and	Source	x	Direc+on	
3.  Most	unfavorable	aetudes	with	“Trump”	

+	“Security”	+	“HosIle”	

Results	
Hypothesis	1	
•  Largest	effect:	Direc+on	
•  Large	effect:	Source	
•  No	effect:	Issue		
Hypothesis	2	
•  The	effect	of	“Trump”	(Source)	is	

significant	only	with	“HosIle”	Direc+on	
Hypothesis	3	
•  Most	unfavorable	aetudes	if	“Trump”	+	

“Exchange”	+	“HosIle”	
	

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

C
om

posite
U

nited States
U

.S. Policy
Am

ericans
D

onald Trum
p

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

Direction

Issue

Source

Direction

Issue

Source

Direction

Issue

Source

Direction

Issue

Source

Direction

Issue

Source

Marginal Effect on Unfavorability (1−5 Scale)

PresentaIon	@	Pre-APSA	PoliIcal	Psychology	Conference	
(UC	Berkeley,	August	30,	2017)	


