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STUDY 1: RESULTS
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SIMULATION: STATECRAFT
A multi-week online simulation that allows students to set up 
their own countries and engage in world politics. Its aim is to 
replicate the dynamics of decision-making in international 
politics

PRE-TEST
Conducted to measure the level of perceived aggressiveness or 
cooperation in each of the possible decisions within the Statecraft 
simulation.

IMPLICATIONS & FUTURE DIRECTIONS
 How foreign leaders are treated on the global stage 

matters

 Replication: Our hope is to replicate the study at a 
future date within a separate Statecraft simulation 
and with a control group.

 Tracking Behavior: Our current study addresses 
behavioral intentions, but in our future study we 
intend to track actual behavior to see if it supports 
our current findings

Manipulation: Cyberball
Cyberball is a virtual ball-tossing game that is designed 
to induce feelings of social rejection within the exclusion 
group.

SOCIAL REJECTION
 The need to belong is a powerful human motive (Baumeister

& Leary, 1995)

 Social rejection has also been shown to lead to anger and 
aggression (Leary, Twenge, & Quinlivan, 2006)

 Social Rejection can lead to drops in IQ (Baumeister, Twenge, & 

Nuss, 2002) and information avoidance (Howell & Shepperd, 2016)
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RESEARCH QUESTION
How does social rejection affect liberals' and 
conservatives' willingness to cooperate?
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