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Congressional Parties, Institutional Ambition, and the Financing of Majority Control, Erick S. Heberlig 
and Bruce A. Larson, 2012, University of Michigan Press, ISBN 9780472118137, $70, cloth, 306 pages. 
 
In the past decade political science has seen a number of theories regarding party strength in Congress.  
Most of these theories measure party strength in terms of agenda control or policy output.  Heberlig and 
Larson offer a new spin on the party strength discussion by examining the ways in which party leaders are 
able to redistribute the campaign contributions of incumbents to other party members who may be facing a 
more difficult path to reelection. 

According to the authors, an examination of the contemporary House highlights how parties now have 
unparalleled control over how incumbents spend their campaign money.  This is possible because “parties 
have increasingly used their control over the institutional structures of Congress, particularly prestigious 
party and committee positions, to motivate members to support the parties’ fundraising efforts” (3).  One 
consequence of this control is that campaign contribution redistribution plays an important role in the 
advancement of individual legislators.  In other words, incumbents who allow their campaign contributions to 
be redistributed to other party candidates are more likely to be granted favorable positions within the 
chamber by the party leadership.  The authors see this new development as an excellent way to measure 
party strength.  In fact, this book successfully extends Cox and McCubbins’ (2005) “cartel” theory to include 
an explanation for how and why party leaders manage the redistribution of campaign contributions of 
incumbent party members. 

In order to test this hypothesis the authors combine historical evidence with a dataset containing information 
on campaign contributions beginning in 1990.  Using these quantitative and qualitative measures the 
authors are able to demonstrate how member characteristics help predict which types of legislators are 
more likely to have their campaign funds redistributed and how contributions can aid in legislator 
advancement within the party. This new form of redistribution also affects the way incumbents raise money.  
For example, as the percentage of funds redistributed among the party grows larger, the incumbent will 
restructure fundraising strategies in order to bring in more donors or form new PACs.  The authors also note 
long-time members have adjusted quite well to this new form of party power and new members expect 
redistribution to be the status quo.  This evidence suggests the redistribution of campaign contributions by 
the parties has become institutionalized. 

This book is important because Heberlig and Larson highlight a measure of party strength that has been 
overlooked within the congressional literature.  However, this book also helps to explain the collective action 
problems inherent to any analysis of parties in Congress.  At first glance, it would appear that the authors 
are claiming legislators have suddenly stopped being self-interested, rational actors who now only want to 
serve the greater good of the party.  “To the contrary, the trends we document in this book demonstrate the 
members’ individual political goals shape both the manner in which and the extent to which they comply 
with party fundraising expectations” (251).  Furthermore, the current political context expands the parties’ 
ability to redistribute campaign contributions because the post-1994 period in the House has seen an era of 
intense battles for partisan control of the chamber and only a handful of competitive races. Clearly, the 
findings and conclusions in this book make a contribution to the study of parties in Congress by expanding 
our knowledge of the different ways parties exert leverage over legislators. However, this information is 
especially pertinent as scholars come to terms with analyzing a political climate defined by party polarization 
and deep ideological cleavages.  

 
 

Tyler Hughes 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma Return to Book List 
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Living Legislation:  Durability, Change, and the Politics of American Lawmaking, edited by Jeffrey A. 
Jenkins and Eric M. Patashnik, 2012, University of Chicago Press, ISBN 9780226396453, $29.00, paper, 
336 pages.  
 
The core theme of Living Legislation is that analysis of legislation should continue beyond passage. This 
book represents an excellent reminder that legislation is, in fact, alive, and that examining the life and death 
of legislation is every bit as important as its birth. While the existing literature on passage greatly increases 
our knowledge of the policy process, it only tells a small part of the total story of policy. 

The fact that scholars have not focused more on the lives and deaths of policies is, of course, 
understandable. Policy birth is easy to measure, while life in particular is more difficult (and measureable, 
formal, death somewhat rare). This book does a good job not only of making a compelling case that life and 
death are important, but also of demonstrating how these parts of the legislative life cycle can be studied 
with academic rigor. 

The book’s design creates both strengths and weaknesses. As an edited volume, it is strengthened greatly 
by the wide variety of theoretical orientations, methodological tools, and research questions featured in the 
book. The book features examinations of policy death, life, and mutation, while maintaining the coherent 
theme of the whole. It also features excellent case studies (particularly Patashnik’s comparative study of the 
1986 tax reforms and airline deregulation) and large-n studies (particularly Gailmard and Jenkins’ of 
coalition structure and its effects on policy life, death, and mutation). A multiplicity of methods and 
perspectives allow the reader to examine a wide variety of evidence in favor of the main argument of the 
book. 

Along the way, the authors remind (and sometimes teach) us that policy passage does not mean that 
interesting developments in that policy have ended. Some interesting lessons from the book include: divided 
government is greatly important (Gailmard and Jenkins, Maltzman and Shipan); focusing on formal policy 
termination can mask de facto termination in the form of future legislation on the same subject (Patashnik); 
and policy passage does not necessarily equal political change (Chinn). Thislist is, however, a small portion 
of the interesting contributions Living Legislation makes to the literature. 

Due, however, to the book’s diverse group of scholars, methods, and research questions, it does suffer from 
some natural disadvantages. The book lacks a coherent and unifying theory.  It is best not to think of this 
book in that sense, however, as its main contribution should be to inspire future scholars to build theory in 
this area.  This book merely makes a compelling argument for why the research needs to be done, and 
gives some small examples of how it can be done. The book is heuristic in suggesting avenues of future 
research.  

In addition, as a work focused primarily on policy, the book could probably draw more on the policy 
literature, which has many rich and intriguing theories that could add to this work. While Baumgartner and 
Jones’ work on Punctuated Equilibrium is mentioned in a few chapters, others (particularly Sabatier and 
Jenkins-Smith’s Advocacy Coalition Framework, which dovetails nicely with several chapters) could have 
been utilized in order to develop stronger theoretical frameworks through which to understand the research 
questions.  

All things considered, this book represents an excellent first foray into an important topic. It is hoped that 
someone writes “the” book on this subject, but this book is a bold and large first step in the right direction. 

Jonathan Moore 
Graduate Student in Political Science 

University of Oklahoma 
 Return to Book List 
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Party and Procedure in the United States Congress, edited by Jacob R. Straus, 2012, Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers, ISBN 9781442222735, $49.95, paper, 300 pages.  
 
Editor Jacob Straus has brought together an impressive collection of works centered on the role party plays 
in the formation and use of procedural rules in the U.S. Congress.  The interplay between party and 
procedural rules has long been a concern of congressional scholars.  After all, “how the majority and 
minority use chamber rules to accomplish these goals is essential” (4).  This volume highlights the use of 
rules by the major parties by examining multiple power structures within both chambers and Congress, as a 
whole. 

The book is divided into four sections.  Section I deals with the role leadership plays in the transformation 
and use of rules.  In particular, Matthew Glassman examines why rank-and-file members would choose to 
run for a leadership position, and analyzes the staffing and financial power given to party leaders.   

Section II spotlights the House of Representatives. The section begins with three separate essays 
examining how specific procedural tools shape the actions of both the majority and minority parties.  
Specifically, these works analyze the creation of special rules, motions to recommit, and the use of 
appropriation limitation amendments.  The latter half of Section II focuses on broader considerations in the 
House such as electronic voting and the role of caucuses.  The authors contributing to this section are 
James V. Saturno, Jessica Tollestrup, Jennifer Hayes Clark, Jacob R. Straus, and the Honorable Major R. 
Owens.   

Section III shifts gears and deals exclusively with how parties use procedural rules to affect floor debate 
within the Senate.  Action of the floor of the Senate is covered from a number of angles starting with 
analyses regarding the use of unanimous consent agreements to facilitate negotiation between the parties 
and how the majority party successfully uses motions to table amendments as a means to control the 
agenda.  These studies are followed-up by an examination of why the defense authorization bill seemingly 
avoids the obstructionist nature of the Senate.  The section then concludes with an analysis of obstruction 
through filibuster and cloture in the modern Senate.  Section III contains work from James Wallner, Aaron S. 
Kin, Francis J. Orlando, David W. Rhode, Colleen J. Shogan, and Gregory Koger.   

The volume concludes with Section IV focusing on the process of reconciliation between the House and 
Senate.  Barbara Sinclair notes that the majority party’s leadership has recently been forced to please an 
increasingly diverse set of legislators, which has forced the parties to utilize a number of conference 
committee alternatives in order to reach an agreement.  Section IV concludes with an analysis from Mark J. 
Oleszek and Walter J. Oleszek using the passage of President Obama’s health care reform legislation to 
highlight struggles of passing landmark legislation in the contemporary Congress. 

Obviously, this edited volume covers a lot of ground.  However, each work in this volume highlights the 
importance of procedural rules in a unique and intriguing manner.  Aside from highlighting work from some 
of the most important scholars in the field, the power of this book is the way examinations of both narrow 
and broad uses of procedural rules are seamlessly woven together.  Individually, each book chapter can 
stand on its own, but together these works paint a fascinating picture of the strategic use of procedural rules 
in the modern Congress. 

Tyler Hughes 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
  
 
 
 Return to Book List 
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The Floor in Congressional Life, Andrew J. Taylor, 2012, University of Michigan Press, ISBN 
9780472118090, $70.00, cloth, 254 pages.  
 
What constitutes a healthy legislative body?  Certainly, most people in America today feel that the US Congress is not 
functioning well.  The past few Congresses have been characterized as divisive and full of partisan rancor, to the point 
that Congress is not a truly functional and healthy body.  Andrew Taylor examines the House and the Senate 
performance as a deliberative body from the one area where the legislature should be the most democratic - the floor.   
 
The floors in the House and the Senate are the only areas where all members have the ability to participate and vote.  
Taylor argues that the floor has been given secondary status in most scholarly research about Congress and seeks to 
fill this void with a comprehensive study of the congressional floor.  The strength of Taylor’s work is not only that he 
studies both the modern and antebellum Congresses and all of the rule changes over time, but also his synthesis of 
the variables present in other scholarly works to present a full picture of procedural change and when Congressional 
leaders and members choose to restrict or grant floor rights.   
 
Taylor first considers why the House and the Senate are different in their approaches to floor rights for members, 
examining the changes that both the House and Senate have made over time to the rules of the body, beginning with 
the first rule change in the 1st Congress, with the House Speaker’s ability to select all committee members.   
 
Have these changes restricted the ability of members to influence legislation or allowed the House and the Senate to 
operate in a “legislative state of nature” (15), where all members can participate?   Taylor considers 3 hypotheses, 
each informed from previous research.  Chamber size should have a restrictive effect on rules, as increases in 
chamber size will lead to the adoption of more restrictive rules, as suggested by Polsby (1968) and Dixit (2004).  
Workload increases should also lead to more restrictive rules (Binder 1997, Fink 2000).   Taylor also includes the 
proposition that the majority party will change the rules when its majority status or strength is threatened (Binder 2006, 
Schickler 2000).   Also, the number of freshmen legislators may cause the adoption of more natural rules. 
 
Taylor finds that changes in party control and a large influx of new legislators will create naturalistic rules in both 
chambers.  Increases in majority strength, workload from one session to the next, and chamber size led to adoption of 
more restrictive rules, especially in the House after the Civil War.   
 
Taylor then qualitatively considers the normative question of the effects of these rule changes on the quality of floor 
proceedings.  Given the Senate’s more naturalistic rules, longer terms, and smaller size, he hypothesizes that Senate 
proceedings are superior to those of the House.  He also suggests that the quality of floor proceedings has declined 
over time, given the increasing workload, intensified policy demands, increasing need to campaign and fundraise, and 
the greater transparency due to media coverage.   
 
Taylor tests these two propositions through two different sets of data.  The macrolevel data set includes the number of 
times all Congress members were active in the floor proceedings in every 5th Congress from 1851 to 2003.  The 
microlevel data come from 3 issue areas: presidential impeachment, declarations of war and authorizations for use of 
military force, and critical trade legislation.  Taylor then examines these proceedings for displays of five principles of 
good floor behavior - DFFRXQWDELOLW\��HGXFDWLRQ��UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��GHEDWH��DQG�GHOLEHUDWLRQʊFKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�TXDQWLW\�RI�
discussions, participation of many Congressional members, the presence of equality, civility, reasoning, commonweal, 
and transparency. 
 
Taylor finds that the Senate is much more democratic in floor proceedings, as that chamber has rules and 
conventions, such as unlimited debate, that facilitate an atmosphere of greater tolerance for all members to have floor 
time.  The hypothesis that floor proceedings have worsened over time is more complex.  Taylor finds that the quantity, 
participation, and equality in proceedings has grown, due to weakening parties and candidate centered elections, as 
there is greater electoral reward for floor participation.  Conversely, civility, reasoning, and commonweal have seen 
considerable decline over time, as members need to use the floor to make short, emotional appeals to voters.   
  
Taylor concludes the book with a short chapter of reforms designed to naturalize the House and further the Senate. 
Anyone who is concerned about the contentious nature of Congress these days and wonder how it got that way should 
consult this book.  
 

Leslie Baker 
PhD Candidate in Political Science 

University of Oklahoma  Return to Book List 
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The Influence of Campaign Contributions in State Legislatures: The Effects of Institutions and Politics, Lynda 
W. Powell, 2012, University of Michigan Press, ISBN 9780472051724, paper, 254 pages.  

Recent research has shown no clear correlation between campaign contributions and roll call voting.  Lynda Powell 
critiques these previous studies on the basis of methodology, as the level of analysis is the reciprocity of a vote on the 
floor in exchange for a contribution, usually in the U.S. Congress.   

Powell creates a prodigious model that examines the effects of a campaign contribution on the content and passage of 
bills.  She uses the 99 state legislative chambers as the unit of analysis, as there is larger diversity in chamber size, 
pay, staff, and legislative professionalism in the states than in the U.S. Congress.   

To begin, Powell uses a survey in which legislators were asked about their perception of the influence of campaign 
contributions on final content and passage of legislation in the chamber, but not their personal behavior.  Since most 
campaign contributions are given to incumbents, there may be a significant link to the contribution and expected 
behavior from the incumbent.  In this “pay to play” system, donors expected some level of service from and access to 
the legislator.   

Which legislators are more likely to report that a campaign contribution buys influence?  Powell first examines the 
impact of legislative and personal characteristics on the time invested in fundraising for legislators at the “micro-level” – 
the individual legislator.  Legislators are aware of the trade-offs of taking campaign contributions, so Powell 
hypothesizes that legislators will raise funds until the marginal costs of fundraising outweigh the marginal benefits.  
Legislators need funds to buy advertising for current campaigns, which can be seen as an investment in future races, 
through building a brand reputation and intimidating future challengers.  Powell argues that incumbents will also try to 
raise funds for the caucus, as this aids in securing benefits from party leadership.  However, there is a point at which 
continued fundraising outweighs the benefits. Powell argues that electorate is aware of the shirking that accompanies 
fundraising and will be willing to penalize the legislator.  Personal considerations, such as family and non-legislative 
career needs, also factor into the costs of fundraising. 

With said costs, legislatures with a high level of professionalism, no term limits, and a strong majority status are more 
desirable.  As such, legislators are willing to spend more time raising campaign funds for state legislatures with high 
rates of pay and staff and no term limits.  Slim majority control will cause the incumbent to fundraise not only for self, 
but also the caucus and party leadership.   

Powell finds that progressive ambition matters to fundraising, as members who want to seek higher office will spend 
more time fundraising, also both for self and the party caucus.  Chamber leaders, committee chairs, members of the 
majority party, and members in a competitive election have the highest rate of return on the time invested in 
fundraising.  States that have a strong economy, large number of registered lobbyists, and no limits on campaign 
donations have members who raise more funds.   

Powell then investigates the “macro-level” differences in campaign contributions across different types of chambers, 
considering size, term limits, reported progressive ambition of members, state education levels, compensation for 
members and leaders, size of majority, and state population.  In these different types of chambers, what is the 
likelihood that a campaign contribution will influence content and passage of legislation?  States that have chambers 
that are well paid, have lots of members, plus have progressive ambition will be more influenced by contributions.  As 
races have become more competitive and the battle for majority control in state legislatures has increased, Powell 
finds that members spend significantly more time raising funds for the caucus and its members, who can then spend 
the money on competitive races.  The net effect of all this fundraising and lobbying effort is that interest groups do gain 
access to legislative members, discounting the informational model of lobbying and donations.   

The book comes to some disturbing conclusions.  Reform of this “pay to play” system will be difficult, due to 
institutional complexity, Supreme Court decisions regarding campaign contributions, and the problem of passing 
campaign finance reform laws in a system dependent on campaign contributions.  This important book raises many 
vital questions about the quality of democracy.   

Leslie Baker 
PhD Candidate in Political Science 

University of Oklahoma 
  

 
Return to Book List 
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The Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus: Race and Representation in the Pelican State, James M. Sullivan and 
Jonathan Winburn, 2011, LSU Press, ISBN 9780087140369, $39.95, cloth, 177 pages. 
 
How far have we come? And where do we go from here? James Sullivan and Jonathan Winburn peer through the lens 
of the Louisiana legislature and its Legislative Black Caucus to address these grand questions about black political 
influence in their new book The Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus: Race and Representation in the Pelican State. 
While ostensibly a book about state politics, the approach of Sullivan and Winburn makes this book a clear participant 
in larger scholarly discussions about race and representation, and interesting reading for scholars outside the Pelican 
State. 
 
Writing primarily for an audience of undergraduates and researchers interested in race and legislative politics, Sullivan 
and Winburn appropriately situate their study as part of a larger historical literature on the progress of African 
Americans in American politics. Chapter 1 gives readers a brief but effective overview of black political history in the 
United States, addressing histories of racial exclusion, black electoral politics, and black participation in elective office 
at local, state, and national levels. Their discussion provides useful insight into factors that shaped these histories, and 
reasons why the continued struggle to diversify political institutions matters. 
 
Chapter 2 narrows the historical focus to organized efforts by black politicians to advance their political goals, and 
ultimately to legislative caucuses. In addition to examining the development of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC), 
the discussion provides an overview of the development and clout of legislative caucuses in state legislatures. 
 
Having set this stage, the balance of the book explores the Louisiana Legislative Black Cacucus (LLBC), its members, 
and its effectiveness. Chapter 3 examines the recent history (post 1980) of Louisiana legislature membership, and 
profiles recent black members using survey and interview data. Their findings profile the constituencies, illustrate the 
focus and style of LLBC members, examine their perceptions of racial identity, and address their views of party and 
caucus roles, agendas, and effectiveness.  
 
Chapter 4 examines legislative agenda setting in the Louisiana Legislature, and compares the behavior of LLBC 
members with their white Democratic and Republican colleagues. Analyses of the sponsorship and cosponsorship of 
“black interest” and “race specific” legislation confirm theories that black representatives are more supportive of black 
interests in their legislative behaviors. 
 
Chapter 5 turns to legislative success, and again compares LLBC members to their white colleagues. Interestingly, 
LLBC members, despite their majority status as members of the Democratic Party, suffered lower rates of legislative 
success than other Democrats and even minority Republicans, and LLBC members from New Orleans were 
particularly unsuccessful. Racial and regional cleavages with regard to legislative success, combined with Chapter 6 
findings, that present LLBC members as the most cohesive and most isolated voting block in the legislature, indicate 
that the Louisiana Legislature is characterized by a powerful “conservative coalition” and relatively weak party system. 
 
Overall, the prospects for black political influence in the Louisiana Legislature are not overwhelming. Race and 
accompanying prejudice still appear as powerful forces shaping Louisiana politics, and the interplay of these factors 
with forms of institutional discrimination, such as the assignment of LLBC members to inferior committee posts, slow 
efforts toward equitable empowerment. The authors see few, but in some cases interesting remedies for the situation. 
Most notably, they advance the idea of forming a third party in lieu of less drastic efforts to gain greater control over the 
Democratic platform and agenda. 
 
Sullivan and Winburn make their largest contribution by virtue of their empirical focus, which highlights the importance 
of contextual setting to the broader debate over black political incorporation. This means that in addition to advancing 
more universal solutions to problems of political discrimination, such as increasing the competitiveness of minority 
politicians in white majority districts, scholars should also explore solutions that address these problems in light of 
unique environmental or institutional conditions. In sum, the contributions Sullivan and Winburn make in this book are 
highly relevant to the race and politics research agenda, and compel future study. 
 

Walt Wilson 
Assistant Professor of Political Science 

University of Texas at San Antonio 
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The Public Congress: Congressional Deliberation in a New Media Age, Gary Lee Malecha and Daniel 
J. Reagan, 2012, Routledge, ISBN 9780415894272, $135.00, cloth, 200 pages.  
 
This book embarks on the task of documenting the increasingly public focused and media-oriented 
Congress across time, and does an excellent job of doing so. The theme of the book is that Congress’ 
reliance on the media to combat the President and Congressional opponents may contribute to a legislature 
which is less focused on producing well-reasoned and deliberative legislation and more focused on 
demagoguery and showmanship. 

The authors document the institutional changes in Congress that have led to a more individualistic 
orientation among congressmen. They demonstrate that these members have devoted considerable  
resources to public relations and media-oriented staffers. The historical chapters of this book are well 
researched and convincing. They do not, however, offer a defined theory, clear, testable hypotheses, 
description of methods and data, and a convincing test.   

The authors begin the book by describing anecdotal attempts of members of Congress to increase their 
public visibility in a manner similar to an increasingly publicity-oriented presidency. They then delve into a 
more rigorous discussion of the changes in formal and informal institutions that have led to this more 
publicity oriented Congress. Of particular interest is chapter 3, which documents the transition of Congress 
from a more centralized Congress (1930–1960) controlled by small groups of powerful members (committee 
chairs and party leaders) towards a more open and individualistic Congress. Electoral changes in  the late 
1950s and early 1960s led to a Democratic party less reliant on the votes of southern Democrats. The new 
Democrats fought for senior chair positions to be granted to more liberal members of the Democratic party, 
which reduced the control southern Democrats had on the party. This changed the old order based on 
senior members, and produced a more participatory Congress. As such, these more individualistic 
Congressmen sought ways to get out the message, as senior leadership had less power to punish them for 
stepping out of the established order. In an age of increasingly cheap and effective access to the masses 
through television, radio, and the Internet, Congressmen have learned to use these new forms of media to 
their advantage. The authors, having established the historical background of the public Congress, then 
carry out four case studies (Medicare reform, SCHIP reform, immigration reform, and President Obama’s 
stimulus bill) to suggest what kinds of behaviors are to be expected from the public Congress.  

The Public Congress raises many interesting questions.  How does increasing media focus among 
Congressmen affect policy output? Is Congress becoming less deliberative as a result of its increasing 
fascination with being in the public eye? Do more media-focused Congressmen fare better in elections? Do 
they have more success in obtaining leadership positions?  These interesting questions invite theory 
development leading to testable hypotheses.   The authors have offered intriguing insights, and it is to be 
hoped that they or some among their readers will advance theories that help account for the phenomena 
they have described.   

Jonathan Moore 
Graduate Student in Political Science 

University of Oklahoma  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Return to Book List 



 
 

   APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2012, Book Notes                                                                Page 9 of 11 
 
 
 

The Transformation of the Republican Party, 1912-1936: From Reform to Resistance, Clyde P. Weed, 
2011, Lynne Rienner Publishers, ISBN 9781935049425, $58.00, cloth, 250 pages.  
 
The Republican Party has gone through a number of dramatic changes since its inception.  Clyde P. Weed 
brings us an interesting glimpse at an under-examined period of the party’s history.  As the book’s title 
implies, the GOP underwent a remarkable transformation during the early twentieth century.  At the 
beginning of this transformation the GOP was considered the more progressive party in America, but the 
period of transformation would end with the Democrats waving the progressive flag and a very weak 
Republican Party.  According to the author, this period in American history is important because it offers 
insight into how the parties developed into the entities we recognize today.   

Weed undergoes a careful historical examination in order to better understand this turbulent period of 
history within the Republican Party.  The author is not satisfied with explaining the waxing and waning of 
party strength through aggregate election results.  While Weed agrees elections are a vital part the puzzle, 
he also proposes, “the short-term survival and ultimate long-term recovery of the party suggest how 
important it is to look beneath the immediate electoral results of the period from 1930 through 1936” (12). 

Republicans in the early twentieth century embodied what they believed to be the nationalist spirit of 
America.  However, they also faced sectional divisions in America which became apparent after the election 
of 1916.  At the same time the GOP was developing a sharp division between propriety and corporatist 
views, which would become an enduring division that has helped to frame the current divisions in the party.  
Republicans were able to bridge electoral divides and cut into Democratic strongholds, but this resulted in 
little legislative unity.  Eventually, the emergence of America as an international economic power brought to 
light old conflicts of propriety vs. corporatism.  The elections of the early 1930s posed serious problems for 
the GOP, as these cleavages became impossible to manage and portions of the electorate appeared ready 
to revolt.  This is very similar to the Bull Moose split that hampered the GOP in the election of 1912, and 
“not surprisingly, Franklin Roosevelt would undertake a series of efforts designed to gain the support or 
benevolent neutrality of progressive Republican senators" (119).  

Finally, the election of 1932 decimated the Republican Party.  Not only did it allow the Democrats to gain a 
lasting foothold in many eastern states that had been historically controlled by the GOP, but it shifted the 
national agenda so far away from the GOP's center that the GOP now appeared out of touch with the 
nation's needs.  It would take several election cyclHV�EHIRUH�WKH�*23�ZRXOG�ILQG�LWV�YRLFHʊQRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�
an overhaul of its electoral strategy.  The author makes an excellent point that the GOP was fighting an 
uphill battle after 1932, and in retrospect it looked like a no-win situation for the Republicans. 

Weed’s historical analysis is effective because it highlights some overlooked facets of American party 
politics in the early twentieth century.  Of course, the election of 1932 was a turning point for both parties, 
but the author successfully demonstrates how this seemingly dramatic shift in party power had actually 
been developing for quite some time.  More importantly, this examination offers insight into how the two 
major political parties have developed over the last 100 years.    

Tyler Hughes 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
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Vietnam’s Second Front: Domestic Politics, the Republican Party, and the War,  Andrew L. Johns, 
2012, University Press of Kentucky, ISBN 9780813136608, $25.00, paper, 444 pages.  
 
Johns aims to explain the role of the Republican Party in the evolution of the Vietnam War. He develops five 
main themes.  The first theme is that congressional Republicans were divided between hawks and doves 
just as was the case with congressional Democrats.  The second theme is that the Vietnam War 
demonstrated both the evolution of a more powerful presidency (due to the inability of Congress to form a 
consensus on war policy) and the limitations on presidential power imposed by domestic political 
considerations grounded in the Congress.  This point links to his third theme, that the Congress was 
complicit in the escalation of the war, with hawkish members often dominating discourse.  Fourth, the 
dynamics of Vietnam policy did not vary much with the change in party control of the White House from the 
Democrats to the Republicans.  Johnson had been given considerable latitude due to the support of 
Republican hawks, and Nixon was given a honeymoon by Republican doves.  Yet Johnson and Nixon both 
found it necessary to conceal their strategies from the American public at various points and each 
eventually confronted powerful congressional opposition.  Both Johnson and Nixon feared “a right-wing 
backlash” and neither wanted to be the first American president to lose a war (5).  Finally, Johns argues that 
domestic politics played a crucial role in shaping the Vietnam policies of the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon 
administrations.  However much these presidents sought to minimize the Vietnam effects on their political 
prospects, in the end their policies were influenced by domestic political considerations. 

It is perhaps a commentary on the state of American politics today that a reader might find it useful to go to 
a book on the Vietnam War to locate a point in American history where bipartisanship still had some play. 
But here it is. There were hawks and doves in both political parties, and the discourse between them was 
largely centered in the Congress.  The book provides a Herblock cartoon that shows two teams, each 
comprised of an elephant and a donkey, firing at each other across the Vietnam trenches.  It was these very 
divisions inside the Congress, however, that provided the latitude for Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon to 
negotiate the shoals of Vietnam domestic politics.  Johnson could count on some Republican support, Nixon 
on some Democratic support.   

Much of Johns’ account focuses on the machinations of Republican presidential candidates and, of course, 
on President Nixon.  Yet these presidential aspirants played their hour on a stage set by congressional 
discourse.  In this discourse, it was typically the Republican Party that was on the offensive, accusing the 
Democrats of losing China, being soft on communism, and vacillating in Vietnam.  While the GOP was not 
monolithic, the hawks outnumbered the doves within the congressional ranks.  

Johns’ book is well-written and carefully researched.  It deserves a place on the Vietnam bookshelf 
alongside studies such as David Kaiser’s American Tragedy and Fredrik Logevall’s s Choosing War.  
Congressional scholars can also gain a deeper understanding of the dynamic relationship between politics 
and policy in this case study.  While institutional arrangements and rationally self-interested motivations 
may have played their roles in shaping congressional attitudes and behavior on the Vietnam War, in the end 
it was politics and policy that mattered.  Perhaps most importantly, while Congress may have demonstrated 
little in the way of institutional ability to drive administration war policy, it nonetheless affected it profoundly.  
Any image of a compliant Congress simply acquiescing to an imperial presidency is mistaken.   

Ron Peters 
Regents’ Professor of Political Science 

Carl Albert Center, University of Oklahoma 
 
 
 
 
 Return to Book List 



 
 

   APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2012, Book Notes                                                                Page 11 of 11 
 
 
 

Women and Congressional Elections: A Century of Change, Barbara Palmer and Dennis Simon, 2012, 
Lynne Rienner Publishers, ISBN 9781588268402, $26.50, paper, 285 pages.  
 

Palmer and Simon’s new book, Women and Congressional Elections, provides a comprehensive recounting 
of women’s success in seeking election to the U.S. House or U.S. Senate.  They have updated what is 
known about women running for the Congress and assembled data that will be highly useful in the 
undergraduate classroom in courses on the Congress or on elections specifically. Their prose is crisp and 
readable, and the data is presented in ways that will engage undergraduates effectively. 

In one sense, there is not much that is new in the book, but the authors have assembled the most 
comprehensive dataset in a single volume and updated data through the 2010 election cycle.  The authors 
recount the importance of widow’s succession and other family ties as the pathway to office holding in the 
twentieth century (chapters 1 and 4).  They explain the power of incumbency and its contribution to 
“arrested development” of women’s numbers in Congress even as women have secured parity in law school 
enrollment and seen a sharp rise in public opinion supporting women’s equality in business, industry, and 
government (chapter 3).  They note the general lack of recruitment of women by party officials and the 
growing partisan gap with the Republican Party being less successful in electing women to Congress 
(chapter 6).  Finally, building on their earlier collaboration, Palmer and Simon explain the importance of 
demographics in creating more “women-friendly” districts (chapter 7). 

Perhaps most interesting, chapter 5 illustrates that incumbency for women in Congress does not have the 
same meaning as for men.  Palmer and Simon show that women are more likely to be challenged in their 
own party primary, less likely to get a “free pass” in general elections, and generally to face a more 
competitive electoral environment.  In the first chapter, the authors point out examples where women 
incumbents have also fallen victim to redistricting schemes which have placed them in districts where they 
had to face-off against other incumbents.   In 2012, some of the same dynamics are also shaping up with 
some analysts suggesting that women incumbents were more likely than their male colleagues to be victims 
of partisan line-drawing. 

While this book does not advance new theory or explanations about barriers or assets of women in 
congressional elections, it does provide a contemporary review and analysis which will be valued in the 
classroom and as a reference for many scholars.  The “arrested development” in the number of women 
reaching the U.S. House and Senate remains a puzzle with few easy answers.  While other scholars have 
focused on the gender gap in political ambition, Palmer and Simon conclude with some optimism about the 
changing demography of congressional districts.  They posit that the future will be brighter for women 
candidates as the American electorate becomes more diverse, more educated, more urban, and less blue-
collar.  Time will tell. 

Cindy Simon Rosenthal 
Professor of Political Science and Women’s Studies 

Director of the Carl Albert Center, University of Oklahoma  
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recent journal articles dealing with legislatures. The source for this information is Cambridge 
Scientific Abstracts' database, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, using the query: KW= 
congress OR parliament OR legislative. The report is arranged in alphabetical order by 
journal name. 
 
 

Author Journal Title of Article 
Aalberg, Toril; Stromback, 
Jesper 

International Political Science 
Review/Revue Internationale De 
Science Politique 32, (2), 167-187  

Media-driven men and media-critical 
women? An empirical study of gender and 
MPs’ relations with the media in Norway 
and Sweden 

Abdrakhmanovich, Sharip Dereito: Revista Xuridica Da 
Universidade De Santiago De 
Compostela 20(1), 85-111 

Legislative basis of the rights and interests 
protection of ethnic groups in modern 
Kazakhstan 

Agustin, Lise R. The European Journal of Women’s 
Studies 19(1), 23-40 

(Re)Defining Women’s Interests? Political 
Struggles Over Women’s Collective 
Representation in the Context of the 
European Parliament 

Aleman, Eduardo; Ponce, Aldo 
F.; Sagarzazu, Inaki 

Latin American Politics and Society 
53 (3), 57-81 

Legislative Parties in Volatile, 
Nonprogrammatic Party Systems: The 
Peruvian Case in Comparative Perspective 

Alujevic, Lucia Discourse & Communication 5(4), 
413-428 

Communicating with voters by blogs? 
Campaigning for the 2009 European 
parliament elections 

Battaglini, Marco; Nunnari, 
Salvatore; Palfrey, Thomas R. 

American Political Science Review 
106(2), 407-429 

Legislative Bargaining and the Dynamics of 
Public Investment 

Battista, James; Richman, 
Jesse T. 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 36(3), 
397-422 

Party Pressure in the U.S. State 
Legislatures 

Bidouze, Frederic Parlement no. 1, 114-132 For another story of parliaments in the 
eighteenth century: discourses and 
representations, a French political culture 

Bowler, Shaun; Farrell David M. European Journal of Political 
Research 50(5), 668-688 

Electoral institutions and campaigning in 
comparative perspective: Electioneering in 
European parliament elections 

Brady, David; Fiorina, Morris P.; 
Rivers, Douglas 

Policy Review no.165 no. 165  The road to (and from) the 2010 elections 
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Bratberg, Oivind The Journal of Legislative Studies 

17(4), 458-478 
Party Legacies and Institutional Gravity: 
The Dynamic between Members of 
Parliament and Assembly Members in 
Wales 

Buchler, Justin California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 3(3) 

The Aftermath of Redistricting Reform in 
California 

Bull, Peter; Wells, Pam Journal of Language and Social 
Psychology 31(1), 30-48 

Adversarial Discourse in Prime Minister’s 
Questions 

Bullock, Will; Clinton, Joshua D.  The Journal of Politics 73(3), 915-
930 

More a Molehill than a Mountain: The 
Effects of the Blanket Primary on Elected 
Officials’ Behavior from California 

Butler, Daniel M.; Nickerson, 
David W. 

Quarterly Journal of Political 
Science 6(1), 55-83 

Can Learning Constituency Opinion Affect 
how Legislators Vote? Results from a Field 
Experiment 

Callen, Zachary American Politics Research 40(2), 
293-326 

Congress and the Railroads: Federalism, 
American Political Development, and the 
Migration of Policy Responsibility 

Cann, Damon M.; Sidman, 
Andrew H. 

The Journal of Politics 73(4), 1128-
1141 

Exchange Theory, Political Parties, and the 
Allocation of Federal Distributive Benefits 
in the House of Representatives 

Carson, Jamie L.; Lynch, 
Michael S.; Madonna, Anthony 
J. 

The Journal of Politics 73(4), 1225-
1238 

Coalition Formation in the House and 
Senate: Examining the Effect of 
Institutional Change on Major Legislation 

Carson, Jamie L.; Monroe, 
Nathan W.; Robinson, Gregory 

Political Research Quarterly 64(1), 
17-30 

Unpacking Agenda Control in Congress: 
Individual Roll Rates and the Republican 
Revolution 

Chiou, Fang-Yi Journal of Theoretical Politics 
23(4), 532-558 

The role of procedural commitment in 
informational theories of legislative 
organization 

Cohen, Alexander PS: Political Science & Politics 
45(1), 74-77 

Sweating the Vote: Heat and Abstention in 
the US House of Representatives 

Cohen, Jeffrey E. Congress & the Presidency 38(3), 
253-270 

Whose Approval Matters? Reelection, 
Constituency Approval, and Senate 
Support for President George W. Bush 

Dalton, Emma Intersections: Gender, History & 
Culture in the Asian Context, no. 
25, no. 25  

Reflections on interviewing Japanese 
female members of parliament 

Debus, Marc The Political Quarterly 82(2), 293-
304 

Portfolio allocation and policy 
compromises: How and why the 
conservatives and the liberal democrats 
formed a coalition government 

Decroix, Arnaud Parlement no. 1, 92-104 Parliaments, tax reform and public opinion 
in the last decades of the ancient regime 

Diermeier, Daniel; Godbout, 
Jean-Francois; Yu, Bei; 
Kaufmann, Stefan 

British Journal of Political Science 
42(1), 31-55 

Language and Ideology in Congress 

Dios, Manuel; Wiberg, Matti The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(3), 354-367 

Questioning in European Parliaments 

Doherty, Brendan J.; Garrity, 
Jessica C. 

Congress & the Presidency 38(1), 
16-38 

The politics of ego: Senatorial front office 
presentation of self 

Doyle, Richard B. Public Budgeting & Finance 31(1), 
1-22 

The rise and (relative) fall of earmarks: 
Congress and reform, 2006-2012 

Dwyer, Caitlin E.; Treul, Sarah 
A. 

American Politics Research 40(2), 
355-379 

Indirect Presidential Influence, State-Level 
Approval, and Voting in the U.S. Senate 

Eguia, Jon X. American Journal of Political 
Science 55 (1), 16-26 

Endogenous parties in an assembly 



 
 
APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2012, Journal Articles     Page 3 of 6 
 

Author Journal Title of Article 
Erzeel, Silvia Res Publica (Leuven) 53(4), 429-

450 
Representative Claims and Women’s 
Substantive Representation in the Belgian 
Chamber of Representatives 

Esterling, Kevin M.; Neblo, 
Michael A.; Lazer, David M. 

Public Opinion Quarterly 75(3), 
483-503 

Means, Motive, and Opportunity in 
Becoming Informed about Politics: A 
Deliberative Field Experiment with 
Members of Congress and their 
Constituents 

Feder, Judith Journal of Health Politics, Policy 
and Law 36(3), 413-416 

Reflections from Inside: Too Big to Fall: 
The Enactment of Health Care Reform 

Fogarty, Brian J. The Social Science Journal 48(4), 
651-658 

The nature of local news media issue 
coverage of U.S. house members 

Fox, Richard; Lawless, Jennifer 
L. 

American Journal of Political 
Science 55 (1), 59-73 

Gendered perceptions and political 
candidacies: A central barrier to women’s 
equality in electoral politics 

Franklin, Mark N.; Hobolt, Sara 
B. 

Electoral Studies 30(1), 67-76 The Legacy of Lethargy: How Elections to 
the European Parliament Depress Turnout 

Fridkin, Kim L.; Kenney, Patrick 
J. 

The Journal of Politics 73(1), 61-73 The role of candidate traits in campaigns 

Friedberg, Chen The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(4), 525-544 

From a Top-Down to a Bottom-Up 
Approach to Legislative Oversight 

Fulton, Sarah A. Political Research Quarterly 65(2), 
303-314 

Running Backwards and in High Heels: 
The Gendered Quality Gap and Incumbent 
Electoral Success 

Galasso, Vincenzo; Nannicini, 
Tommaso 

American Political Science Review 
105(1), 79-99 

Competing on good politicians 

Gervais, Bryan T.; Morris, Irwin 
L. 

PS: Political Science & Politics 
45(2), 245-250 

Reading the Tea Leaves: Understanding 
Tea Party Caucus Membership in the US 
House of Representatives 

Grasse, Nathan Legislative Studies Quarterly 36(4), 
567-589 

The Influence of Lobbying Activity in State 
Legislatures: Evidence from Wisconsin 

Griffin, John D.; Flavin, Patrick Political Research Quarterly 64(3), 
520-533 

How citizens and their legislators prioritize 
spheres of representation 

Hafner, Danica The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(2), 215-233 

Interest Representation and Post-
Communist Parliaments Over Two 
Decades 

Harman, Elisabete The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(1), 65-85 

Parliaments in Africa: Representative 
Institutions in the Land of the ‘Big Man’ 

Harnay, Sophie; Marciano, Alain European Journal of Law and 
Economics 32(2), 293-304 

Seeking Rents through Class Actions and 
Legislative Lobbying: A Comparison 

Helland, Leif Public Choice 147(1-2), 139-154 Partisan Conflicts and Parliamentary 
Dominance: The Norwegian Political 
Business Cycle 

Hershey, Marjorie Congress & the Presidency 38(2), 
131-151 

Do Constructed Explanations Persist? 
Reframing the 1994 Republican Takeover 
of Congress 

Huefner, Robert Paul California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 3(2) 

Utah 2010: Meanings of a legislative 
session, A budget crisis, and national 
rankings 

Indridason, Indridi H.  
 

American Journal of Political 
Science 55(4), 955-971 

Proportional representation, majoritarian 
legislatures, and coalitional voting 

Ilonszki, Gabriella; Olson, David 
M. 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(2), 116-127 

Questions about Legislative Institutional 
Change and Transformation in Eastern and 
East Central Europe: Beyond the Initial 
Decade 
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Author Journal Title of Article 
Jackson, Nigel; Lilleker, Darren The Journal of Legislative Studies 

17(1), 86-105 
Microblogging, constituency service and 
impression management: UK MPs and the 
use of twitter 

Jacobson, Gary C.  Political Science Quarterly 126(1), 
27-52 

The Republican Resurgence in 2010 

Johnstona, Ron; Pattie, Charles British Politics 6(4), 430-452 Parties and Crossbenchers Voting in the 
Post-2010 House of Lords: The Example of 
the Parliamentary Voting System and 
Constituencies Bill 

Jones, Phillip E. The Journal of Politics 73(3), 764-
782 

Which Buck Stops Here? Accountability for 
Policy Positions and Policy Outcomes in 
Congress 

Kaniovski, Serguel; Mueller, 
Dennis C. 

European Journal of Political 
Economy 27(1), 61-74 

How representative is the European union 
parliament 

Kanthak, Kristin British Journal of Political Science 
41(4), 841-857 

The Hidden Effects of Rules Not Broken: 
Career Paths, Institutional Rules and 
Anticipatory Exit in Legislatures 

Kassow, Benjamin J.; 
Finocchiaro, Charles J. 

American Politics Research 39(6), 
1019-1044 

Responsiveness and Electoral 
Accountability in the U.S. Senate 

Kenneder, Martin Zeitschrift Fur Parlamentsfragen 
42(3), 620-621 

Beyond vocational misconceptions. The 
functions of the Senate in Irish 
parliamentarism 

Kerby, Matthew; Blidook, Kelly Legislative Studies Quarterly 36(4), 
621-643 

It’s Not You, It’s Me: Determinants of 
Voluntary Legislative Turnover in Canada 

Khmelko, Irina S.; Beers, Daniel 
J. 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(4), 501-524 

Legislative Oversight in the Ukrainian 
Rada: Assessing the Effectiveness of 
Parliamentary 

Kirkland, Justin H. The Journal of Politics 73(3), 887-
898 

The Relational Determinants of Legislative 
Outcomes: Strong and Weak Ties between 
Legislators 

Kubala, Marek Parliamentary Affairs 64(4), 694-
713 

Select committees in the House of 
Commons and the media 

Lebo, Matthew J.; O’Geen, 
Andrew J. 

The Journal of Politics 73(3), 718-
734 

The President’s Role in the Partisan 
Congressional Arena 

Levin, Ines; Katz, Gabriel Journal of Politics in Latin America 
3(2), 3-41 

Modeling electoral coordination: Voters, 
parties and legislative lists in Uruguay 

Levitt, Barry S. Journal of Politics in Latin America 
3(2), 73-105 

Institutional trust and congressional 
autonomy in Latin America: Expectations, 
performance, and confidence in Peru’s 
legislature 

Lowe, Will; Benoit, Kenneth; 
Mikhaylov, Slava; Laver, 
Michael 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 36(1), 
123-155 

Scaling policy preferences from coded 
political texts 

Maesschalck, Filip Tijdschrift Voor Economische En 
Sociale Geografie 102(1), 72-87 

The suburbanization of political 
representation in a context of proportional 
representation: The case of Belgium 

Marangoni, Francesco; 
Tronconi, Filippo 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(4), 415-434 

When Territory Matters: Parliamentary 
Profiles and Legislative Behaviour in Italy 
(1987-2008) 

Masket, Seth E.; Noel, Hans Political Research Quarterly 65(1), 
104-123 

Serving Two Masters: Using Referenda to 
Assess Partisan Versus Dyadic Legislative 
Representation 

Masket, Seth E; Winburn, 
Jonathan; Wright, Gerald C. 

PS: Political Science & Politics 
45(1), 39-43 

The Gerrymanderers are Coming! 
Legislative Redistricting Won’t Affect 
Competition Or Polarization Much, no 
Matter Who does it 
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Author Journal Title of Article 
Matsubayashi, Tetsuya; Ueda, 
Michiko 

American Politics Research 39(2), 
380-413 

Political knowledge and the use of 
candidate race as a voting cue 

McKay, Amy American Politics Research 40(1), 
116-146 

Negative Lobbying and Policy Outcomes 

Oldmixon, Elizabeth A.; 
Schecter, David L. 

The Social Science Journal 48(4), 
597-603 

Needs, norms, and food policy in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Pearson, Kathryn; Dancey, 
Logan 

Political Research Quarterly 64(4), 
910-923 

Elevating women’s voices in Congress: 
Speech participation in the House of 
Representatives 

Roark, J. Bryan; Wood, William 
C. 

Public Choice 147(1-2), 209-225 Determinants of Congressional Minimum 
Wage Support: The Role of Economic 
Education 

Robinson, Michelle M.; Ross, 
Ashley D. 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(4), 479-500 

Can Formal Rules of Order be used as an 
Accurate Proxy for Behaviour Internal to a 
Legislature? Evidence from Costa Rica 

Robles, Jessica S. Discourse & Communication 5(2), 
147-168 

Doing Disagreement in the House of Lords: 
‘Talking Around the Issue’ as a Context-
Appropriate Argumentative Strategy 

Rocca, Michael S.; Sanchez, 
Gabriel R.; Morin, Jason L. 

Political Research Quarterly 64(4), 
897-909 

The institutional mobility of minority 
members of Congress 

Rogister, John Parlement 1, 105-113 The resonance of the parliaments of the 
old regime in the nineteenth century 

Rubenzer, Treavor American Journal of Political 
Science 55(1), 105-116 

Campaign Contributions and U.S. Foreign 
Policy Outcomes: An Analysis of Cuban 
American Interests 

Ruedin, Didier European Socialogical Review 
28(1), 96-109 

The Representation of Women in National 
Parliaments: A Cross-National Comparison 

Rush, Michael The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(4), 545-549 

Parliamentary Reform: From Modernisation 
to Rebuilding 

Russell, Meg Parliamentary Affairs 64(4), 612-
633 

Never Allow a Crisis go to Waste: The 
Wright Committee Reforms to Strengthen 
the House of Commons 

Shockley, Gordon E. International Journal of Public 
Administration 35(2), 98-111 

Policy Networks and the U.S. 
Congressional Efforts to Terminate Four 
Federal Agencies 

Soha, Matthew; Miles, Thomas Congress & the Presidency 38(3), 
301-321 

Presidential Speeches and the Stages of 
the Legislative Process 

Stecker, Christian Politische Vierteljahresschrift 52(3), 
424-447 

Determinants of party unity. A comparative 
analysis of the German state parliaments 

Sullivan, Terry; de Marchi, Scott The Journal of Politics73(3), 748-
763 

Congressional Bargaining in Presidential 
Time: Give and Take, Anticipation, and the 
Constitutional Rationalization of Dead 
Ducks 

Theriault, Sean M.; Rohde, 
David W. 

The Journal of Politics 73(4), 1011-
1024 

The Gingrich Senators and Party 
Polarization in the U.S. Senate 

Thomas, Susan L. Journal of Homosexuality 58(3), 
315-329 

The Rise and Fall of Civil Unions: Lessons 
from the Connecticut Legislature’s 
Abandonment of Gay and Lesbian Citizens  

Ting, Michael M. American Political Science Review 
106(2), 367-385 

Legislatures, Bureaucracies, and 
Distributive Spending 

Wielen, Ryan J.; Smith, Steven 
S. 

Congress & the Presidency 38(3), 
271-300 

Majority Party Bias in the U.S. 
Congressional Conference Committees 

Winzen, Thomas The Journal of Legislative Studies 
17(1), 27-44 

Technical or political? An exploration of the 
work of officials in the committees of the 
European Parliament 
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Author Journal Title of Article 
Wippl, Joseph Intelligence and National Security 

26(1), 114-119 
The history of the central intelligence 
agency and Congress 

Wrone, Brandice; Minozzi, 
William; Reveley, Jessica 
Bonney 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 36(1), 
5-35 

Issue accountability and the mass public 

Yoshinaka, Antoine; Grose, 
Christian R. 

British Journal of Political Science 
41(4), 765-794 

Ideological Hedging in Uncertain Times: 
Inconsistent Legislative Representation 
and Voter Enfranchisement 
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MPSA – Papers presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 
12–15, 2012, Chicago, Illinois 

SWPSA – Papers presented at the Southwestern Political Science Association annual meeting, 
April 4–7, 2012, in San Diego, California 
 
WPSA – Papers presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, March 
20–24, 2012, in Portland, Oregon 

WSSA – Papers presented at the Western Social Science Association Annual Meeting, April 
11–14, 2012, in Houston, Texas 

 
 
 

MIDWEST POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION (MPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Adams, Melinda Jane; Scherpereel, 
John A.; Jacob, Suraj 

The Substantive Representation of Women Around the World 

Adler, Scott; Wilkerson, John Congress and the Politics of Problem Solving 
 

Aleman, Eduardo Policy Positions in the Chilean Congress 
 

Allik, Mirjam Micro mechanisms and macro testing: electoral lists, turnover and 
women’s representation 

Altman, Micah; McDonald, Michael P. Interpreting Redistricting Plans as Empirical Evidence, the Role of 
Technology and Participation 
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Author Title of Paper 
Altuglu, Murat The Influence of Electoral Rules on Elite Recruitment and Politicians’ 

Career Paths: The Cases of Germany and the United States 
Anderson, Richard James The Heterogenous Relationship between Pork and Congressional 

Election Outcomes 
Andrews, Josephine; Bairett, Richard 
Lee 

Measuring Executive Power: Transcending the Presidential-
parliamentary Divide 

Ang, Adrian U-Jin GOP Frosh, the Tea Party, and Bill Sponsorship and Co-sponsorship 
in Congress 

Annesley, Claire; Beckwith, Karen; 
Engeli, Isabelle; Franceschet, Susan 

Theoretical Perspectives on Gender and Executive Leadership 

Ansolabehere, Stephen Using Multiple Elections to Assess Redistricting Plans 
 

Ariga, Kenichi Electoral Rules, Corruption Charges, and Electoral Accountability: 
Comparative Analysis of Italy, Japan, and the United States 

Arsenoff, Gordon Alexander Ignorance is Strength: Evolution of Non-Bayesian Updating in a 
Bargaining Game 

Bafumi, Joseph; Herron, Michael C.; 
Hill, Seth J.; Lewis, Jeffrey 

Alvin Greene?: Who? How Did He win the United States Senate 
Nomination in South Carolina? 

Barron, Andrew Comparing Illinois’ Adoption of Social and Emotional Learning 
Standards to Other Curriculum Changes in K-12 Public Schools 

Bartkowska, Monika Patterns of Representation: Do Eastern and Western Europe Differ? 
Barzachka, Nina Simeonova Party Dominance and Democratization: Limiting Legislative Seat-

Maximization in Electoral System Reform 
Baum, Anja; Checherita, Cristina; 
Rother, Philipp 

Non-linear Growth Effects of Public Debt: New Evidence for the Euro 
Area 

Bego, Ingrid Strangely Progressive: Post-communist Conservative Parties 
Promoting Gender Equality 

Belanger, Eric; Turgeon, Mathieu Voting Behavior in Dual Ballot Contests: The Case of French 
Presidential Elections 

Benedix, William Policy Mistakes and Policy Extremism: The Consequences of One-
party Lawmaking in the U.S. House 

Bishin, Ben; Silva, Andrea Substantive Representation by Surrogates: Are Minority Members of 
Congress More Likely to Support Gay Rights 

Bogner, Druscilla L. Scribner; Lambert, 
Priscilla 

Gender and Constitutions: The Effect of Gender Provisions on 
Women’s Equality in 15 Countries 

Bowler, Shaun; Donovan, Todd 
 

Effects of Referendum Campaigns on Voter Interest and Awareness 

Brambor, Thomas Effect of Legislature Size on Government Spending: Evidence from 
Brazil 

Brams, Steven J.; Kilgour, Marc 
 

When Does Approval Voting Make the “Right Choices” 

Brierly, Allen B. A General Model of Legislative Apportionment and Representation 
Planning 

Brock, Clare 
 

Framing the National School Lunch Program 

Brooks, John Edward; Henderson, John 
 

Rain and Representation: The Effect of Margin of Victory on Incumbent 
Legislative Behavior 

Buisseret, Peter Parliamentary or Presidential Government?: A Comparison and 
Ranking of Alternative Institutions 

Burdett, Tracy Coleman Personal and District Characteristics and their Influence on Legislative 
Strategies in the U.S. House 
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Author Title of Paper 
Burkhalter, Stephanie; Bytel, Jaycob To Brand or Not to Brand: An Analysis of Republican Message Politics 

in the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Debate 
Butler, Daniel M. Do Committee Memberships Affect Legislators’ Success or Behavior? 

Evidence from the Seniority Lottery in Arkansas’ State Legislature 
Calvo, Ernesto F.; Limongi, Fernando; 
Guarnieri, Fernando 

Why Coalitions?: Party Alliances and Preferential Voting In Brazil 

Camera, Odilon; Bernhardt, Daniel 
 

Learning about Challengers 

Campbell, Kristin L. Deny, Deny, Deny: Political Behavior and Media Coverage of 
Congressional Scandals 

Cann, Damon M. Exchange Theory and the Allocation of Earmarks in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

Carson, Jamie L.; Madonna, Anthony; 
Owens, Mark; Sievert, Joel 

Position-taking and Roll Calls in the U.S. Congress, 1883-1937 

Centellas, Miguel Legislative Candidate Selection and Institutional Reforms: Evidence 
from the Bolivian Case 

Chand, Daniel E.; Schreckhise, William 
D. 

Interest Group Scorecards and the U.S. Senate, 1999-2010 

Chandler, Miryam D. F.  
 

Who Rules? Legislative Evolution Under Mexico’s PRI 

Chappell, Louise; Waylen, Georgina 
 

Gender and the Hidden Life of Institutions 

Chattopadhyay, Jacqueline Legislative Attention to Quality in the Welfare State: Medicare and 
Medicaid 

Chaturvedi, Neilan S. Stacking the Deck: Open Primaries and the Election of Moderates the 
United States Senate 

Chen, Jowei; Bradley, Katharine W. V. Constituent Age and Legislator Responsiveness: The Effect of 
Constituent Opinion on the Vote for Federal Health Reform 

Chiou, Fang-Yi Measuring Party Pressure and Testing its Effects in the Taiwanese 
Legislature: 1993-2007 

Christensen, Michelle D.  Who Wins in Conference, Revisited: Using Budget Conference 
Committee Negotiations to Test Conditional Party Theory 

Clark, Jennifer Hayes Testing the Effect of Political Parties and Preferences in Legislatures: 
Lessons from the U.S. States 

Clinton, Joshua; Enamorado, Ted The Fox News Effect Reconsidered: The Effect of the Emergence of 
Fox News on Elite Behavior 

Clough, Emily Duverger’s Law and Information: The Role of Media Availability in the 
Relationship Between Electoral and Party System 

Cobb, Wendy Whitman Presidential Success in Policy: An Institutionally-based Theory of 
Policy Development 

Cohen, Jeffrey E.; Bond, Jon R.; 
Fleisher, Richard 

Placing Presidential-Congressional Relations in Context: A 
Comparison of Barack Obama and his Predecessors 

Cohn, Molly 
 

Majoritarian Institutions and Majority Party Power 

Collingwood, Loren; Jochim, Ashley 
Elizabeth 

Legislator Responsiveness to Changing Demographics: The Case of 
Immigration 

Collins, Paul M.; Ringhand, Lori A. Super Precedents, Litmus Tests, and Supreme Court Confirmation 
Hearings 

Conley, Brian Matthew 
 

A Constructive Theory of Lobbying 
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Author Title of Paper 
Connolly, Jennifer M. Electoral Ambition among City Council Members: Evidence from a 

Survey of California Local Elected Officials 
Cooperman, Rosalyn Emily’s Friends: The Emerging Relationship Between Emily’s List, 

Organized Labor, and Women Congressional Candidates 
Corral, Margarita Political Representation in Bolivia: The Effects of a Mixed-electoral 

System 
Cottrill, James B. Redistricting Reform and Political Efficacy: Do Non-legislative 

Approaches to Redistricting Enhance Voter Engagement and 
Participation 

Covington, Cary R.; Hamilton Allison The Role of Presidential Public Approval in Constituents’ Approval of 
Their U.S. Senators 

Crisp, Brian F.; Potter, Joshua D.; 
Lucardi, Adrian 

The Direction and Magnitude of Electoral Reforms 

Csapo, Marika Danielle Which Promises Do Politicians Keep?: Accountability and Conditional 
Cash Transfer in Brazil 

Cunow, Saul Too Much of a Good Thing?: Large Choice Sets, Parties, and 
Representation in Multimember Districts 

Dabros, Matthew S. Opportunism in Legislatures?: Self-policing and Congressional Foreign 
Travel 

Dancey, Logan Michael; Nelson, 
Kjersten R.; Ringsmuth, Eve M. 

Asked and Answered: The Senate Judiciary Committee and Judicial 
Confirmation Hearings 

Dancey, Logan Michael; Pearson, 
Kathryn 

The War of Words: Partisan Rhetoric in the House of Representatives 

de Lima, Shenia Kellen Capitol Hill and the Process of Base Realignment and Closure 
DeJong, Chad P. Kiewiet; Griffin, John 
David 

Assessing the Roots of Political Equality in the World 

Dietrich, Bryce Jensen The Intrapersonal and Interpersonal Effects of Anger: Analyzing the 
Text and Audio from Floor Debates in the U.S. House 

Doherty, David How Do People Evaluate Senators Whose Votes are Decisive?: 
Experimental Evidence 

Donovan, Kathleen; O’Geen, Andrew; 
Lebo, Matthew J. 

The Electoral Consequences of Legislative Success 

Dragu, Tiberiu; Fan, Xiaochen; 
Kuklinski, James 

Designing Checks and Balances 

Dynes, Adam The Electoral Effect of Federal Spending: A Natural Experiment Using 
Congressional Apportionment 

Eastvold, Jonathan C. Excavating the Mushroom Patch: Explaining Legislative Leaders’ 
Power in Illinois 

Eaves, Carrie Parker; Carson, Jamie L. You Can’t Beat Somebody with Nobody: Examining Uncontested 
Senate Races over Time 

Ecevit, Yuksel Alper Constitutional Enfranchisement in the United States: A Matter of 
Enlightenment or Political Opportunism  

Eckman, Sarah A Penny Saved: Patterns in Members’ Representational Allowance 
Spending among Members and across Time 

Erdem-Akcay, Ebru Legislative Activities and Political Strategies of Women 
Parliamentarians in Turkey 

Esaiasson, Peter; Gilljam; Mikael; 
Persson, Mikael 

Conditional Representation: Representative Democracy Under Internal 
Stress 

Escobar-Lemmon, Maria; Schwindt-
Bayer, Leslie A.; Taylor-Robinson, 
Michelle M. 

Representing Women’s Interests: Empirical Insights from Cabinets and 
Legislatures in Latin America 
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Author Title of Paper 
Evans, Heather Kristen Examining Fenno’s Paradox: Do Competitive Elections Shape 

Attitudes on Congress? 
Evans, Kevin Andrew; Marshall, Bryan 
W.; Kelley, Christopher S.; Watts, 
Deanna J. 

Presidential Foreshadowing: Signing Statements, Policy Requests, and 
the Threat of Public Appeals, 1933-2011 

Evans, Sean F.; Swain, John W. 
 

The Impact of Rules Reform on Congressional Retirement 

Faber, Michael J. Critical Congressional Elections: A Time Series Analysis of Partisan 
Realignment in the United States 

Fairdosi, Amir Shawn The Difference Similarity Makes: The Relationship between Descriptive 
and Substantive Representation 

Finke, Daniel Domestic Scrutiny of European Union Politics: Between Whistle 
Blowing and Opposition Control 

Fisk, David What Do Members Want?: Examining the Relationship between Peers 
and Political Parties in the British House of Lords 

Folke, Olle; Sorensen, Rune; Fiva, Jon 
H. 

Political Representation and Fiscal Policy: A Casual or Causal 
Relationship 

Fortunato, David; Angelova, Mariyana 
 

The Popularity Bonus in Coalition Agenda-setting 

Fowler, Erika Franklin; Franz, Michael 
M.; Ridout, Travis N. 

Explaining Interest Group Advertising Strategies: Loose Cannons or 
Loyal Foot Soldiers 

Friedman, Sally; Scotch, Richard K. The Representational Styles of Legislators with Physical Disabilities: 
Surrogate Representation 

Fuentes, Jonathan; Tillotson, Amanda 
Rowe 

The Political Payday: Economic Representation and the Regulation of 
Payday Lending in Texas Electoral Districts  

Garretson, Jeremiah John Using Co-sponsor to Estimate Bill Locations and Ideal Points in the 
Contemporary House 

Gelman, Jeremy 
 

The Timing of Presidential Legislative Proposals 

Giger, Nathalie; Bernauer, Julian; 
Rosset, Jan 

Are Parties Responsive to Group Turnout?: Relative Turnout of the 
Poor and Responsiveness of Parties in Western Europe 

Gilljam, Mikael; Karlsson, David Ruling Majority and Opposition: How Parliamentary Position Affect the 
Attitudes of Political Representatives 

Godbout, Jean-Francois; Foucault, 
Martial 

French Legislative Voting 

Godbout, Jean-Francois; Hoyland, Bjorn 
 

Legislative Voting and Party Unity in Parliament 

Goedert, Nicholas Michael 
 

Garrymandering and Competing Norms of Representation 

Goelzhauser, Greg; Miller, Michael G. 
 

Legislative Collective Action and Executive Policymaking 

Gomes, Fabio Barros 
 

Systemic and Strategic Approaches to Analyze Policymaking in Brazil 

Gooch, Donald M.; Rackaway, 
Chapman B. 

Is the Trough Tilted?: State Campaign Finance Regulatory Regimes 
and Their Impact on Partisan Campaign Spending 

Green, Matthew N. Voice over Votes: Communication Strategies of the Minority Party in 
the U.S. House 

Gregory, Charles E. 
 

Senatorial Statements and Supreme Court Nominations 

Grimmer, Justin Ryan; Messing 
Solomon; Westwood, Sean Jeremy 

The Contingent Origins and Effects of Valence in Congressional 
Elections 
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Author Title of Paper 
Grindlife, Stonegarden 
 

Fiscal Effects on Credit-claiming and Blame-avoidance in 
Appropriations 

Grindlife, Stonegarden 
 

To Speak or Not to Speak: That Is the Question 

Grofman, Bernard Evaluating Public Input into the Redistricting Process in the Western 
States 

Grossmann, Matthew; Enders, Adam M. Consultants Make the Decisions: The Impact of Consultant Opinions 
on Congressional Campaign Advertisements 

Haege, Frank 
 

The Scheduling Power of the EU Presidency 

Hanley, John I. 
 

Congressional Investigations, 1792-1946 

Hansen, Martin Ejnar Common Ideas or National Exceptionalism? Comparing 
Democratization through Constituent Assemblies, 1848-1849 

Hansen, Martin Ejnar 
 

Institutional Influences on Government Policy Positions 

Hanson, Peter 
 

The Great Interruption: Congress Returns to the Regular Order 

Harada, Masataka; Smith, Daniel 
Markham  

Causal Estimation of the Deterrence Effect of the Electoral Deposit on 
Candidacy 

Harbridge, Laurel Out-of-Step but Keeping Your Office: How Members Use 
Cosponsorship Records to Appear More Bipartisan 

Harden, Jeffrey Joseph Online Responsiveness: Legislative Websites and the Dimensions of 
Political Representation 

Harris, Josh Wayne The Man behind the Curtain: The Influence of Unique Social Networks 
on Legislative Behavior 

Hasecke, Edward; Mycoff, Jason D. 
 

Not so Trivial: Legislative Success on Trivial Bills 

Hassell, Hans John Gordon The Party’s Primary: The Influence of Congressional Campaign 
Committees on Primary Elections 

Hatch, Rebecca S.; Aldrich, John H. 
Bishop, Bradford H. Hillygus, Sunshine; 
Rohde, David W. 

Blame, Responsibility, and the Tea Party in the 2010 Midterm Elections 

Hawley, George S.; Sagarzazu, Inaki 
 

The 2010 Midterm Senate Elections in Historical Perspective 

Heller, Maiko Isabelle How Does Intraparty Organization Constrain Parties’ Abilities to Appeal 
to Different Groups of Voters? 

Heller, Maiko Isabelle; McElwain, 
Kenneth Mori 

Party Positioning: Electoral Persuasion vs. Mobilization 

Hellwege, Julia M. Symbolic Representation and Government of the People: A Cross-
national Examination of Female Representation in Legislatures 

Henderson, John 
 

Running on the Brand: Party Reputation in Congressional Campaigns 

Herrmann, Michael; Munzert, Simon; 
Selb, Peter 

Estimating Strategic Voting at the District Level 

Hirano, Shigeo 
 

Primary Elections and Political Accountability 

Hiroi, Taeko; Renno, Lucio R. Legislative Coalitions and Lawmaking in a Multiparty Presidential 
Democracy 

Holt, Jacob Unified Government and Presidential Agendas: How Do They  
Affect Midterm Elections? 



 
RETURN TO TOP 

 
APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2012, Papers Presented                                                                 Page 7 of 17 
 
 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Hopkins, David A. The Asymmetry of Defection: Party Government and Member Ideology 

in the Contemporary Congress 
Howard, Nicholas, Roberts, Jason M. 
 

Holding up the Senate 

Hoyland, Bjorn 
 

Allocation of Committee Reports in the European Parliament 

Htun, Mala N.; Micozzi, Juan Pablo Gender Quotas and Substantive Representation: The Effects of 
Women’s Presence in the Argentine Congress 

Hug, Simon; Wuest, Reto 
 

Ideological Positions of Party Switchers 

Hughes, Tyler Party Contact of Core Supporters across Presidential and 
Congressional Elections, 1952-2008 

Iaryczower, Matias; Oliveros, Santiago 
 

Vote Buying 

Ilderton, Nathan Polarization, Divided Government, and Gridlock in the House and 
Senate 

Jenkins, Jeffery A.; Monroe, Nathan 
William 

House Agenda Control in Conservative Coalition Era 

Jeon, Jee Seon 
 

Endogenous Political Power and Emergence of Oligarchy 

Jo, Jinhee 
 

Now or Later?: A Dynamic Analysis of Presidential Appointments 

Jochim, Ashley Elizabeth The Evolution of Partisanship: Issues, Agendas and Conflict in 
American Politics  

Joesten, Danielle; Stone,Walter J. The Effect of Network Expertise on Proximity Voting in U.S. House 
Elections 

Johnson, Joel 
 

When do Open List Electoral Systems Promote Political Corruption 

Johnson, Tyler Under Siege: How Congressional Incumbents Encourage and 
Discourage Primary Challenges 

Jones, M. Adrienne 
 

Voting Rights Act: Redistricting in Covered States 

Jones, Philip Edward Race, Roll Calls, and Representation: How Constituents Weigh 
Descriptive and Substantive Representation When Evaluating Their 
Legislators 

Kaack, Dorthe Lund 
 

The How and Why of the Scandinavian Legislative Committees 

Kalaf-Hughes, Nicole 
 

Congressional Debate, Position-taking, and the Issue of Immigration 

Karch, Andrew Technological Breakthroughs, Policy Images, and Legislative 
Outcomes: The Muddled Politics of HPV Vaccination in the American 
States 

Kayser, Mark Andreas; Lindstaedt, 
Rene 

The Essence of Electoral Systems: A Universal Approach to Studying 
Electoral Competitiveness and Representation 

Keles, Havva Karakas Unlocking Coalition Governments in Europe: Types of Coalitions, 
Types of Prime Ministers and Government Behavior 

Kerevel, Yann P. Electoral Rules, Ambition, and Pork-barreling in the Mexican Chamber 
of Deputies, 1997-2009 

King, Aaron S.; Orlando, Francis J.; 
Rohde, David W. 

Setting the Table: Majority Party Procedure in the United States 
Senate 
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Author Title of Paper 
King, Brian Robert; Hutchison, Brock 
 

Explaining Third-party Electoral Success in Congressional Races 

Koger, Gregory 
 

Obstruction and Lawmaking in the U.S. Senate 

Koger, Gregory; Lebo, Matthew J. Partisanship and Effectiveness in Congressional Elections: Which 
Matters More? 

Kotlewski, Daniel A Re-examination of State Lottery Adoptions: Missing Political 
Determinants 

Krehbiel, Keith; Wiseman, Alan E. 
 

Bipartisan Lawmaking 

Krog, Ryan; Unah, Isaac J. Painted and Perplexed: The Politics of Race and Position-taking by 
U.S. Senators During Supreme Court Confirmations 

Kypriotis, Allen The Evolution of Congressional Committees and the Interest Group 
Environment 

LaForge, Chera A. Campaign Fundraising and Progressive Ambition in the United States 
Congress 

Langston, Joy K.; Aparicio, Francisco 
Javier 

Quotas are Not Enough: How Background Experience and 
Campaigning Affect Electoral Outcomes 

LaPira, Timothy M.; Thomas, Herschel 
F. 

Detecting Policy Communities in the Washington Lobbying Network 

Larson, Bruce Anders; Heberlig, Eric S. Duck and Cover or Rally ‘Round the Party?: National Political 
Conditions and the Intertwining of Incumbent and Party Fundraising in 
the U.S. House 

Lazarus, Jeffrey; McKay, Amy Melissa  
 

The Revolving Door: Members of Congress Who Become Lobbyists 

Lee, Daniel; Brady, Michael C. 
 

Party Effects and the Structure of Voting in the U.S. House 

Lee, Helen 
 

Patronage Politics and Party System Nationalization 

Lee, Su-Hyun Electoral Marginality, Constituents, and Congressional Votes on Trade 
Legislation 

Leveck, Brad Leighton; Kim, Henry A. Money, Reputation, and Incumbency in U.S. House Elections, or Why 
Margins Have Become More Expensive 

Lewallen, Jonathan 
 

Congressional Learning and Competition for Bureaucratic Attention 

Lin, Tse-Min; Roberts, Brian E. A Comparative Study of Approval Voting, Borda Count, and STV in 
Committee Elections 

Linde, Kyla; Chase, Katie; Griffin, Katie Still Fighting for Representation: Effects of Partisanship and Gender 
Affinity on Female Candidates in Primary Elections for the U.S. House 
of Representatives 

Lindstaedt, Rene; Vander Wielen, Ryan 
J.; Green, Matthew N. 

Diffusion in Congress: Social Dynamics of Discharge Petitions 

Llaudet, Elena Parties’ Strategic Behavior as a Source of Incumbency Advantage: An 
Analysis of Spanish Senatorial Elections in the Post-Franco Era 

Lou, Diqing The Incumbent Disadvantage in the Electoral Process?: A Study on the 
Congressional Elections of the Municipal People’s Congress 

Lublin, David Institutional Design, Ethnic Heterogeneity, and Party System 
Fragmentation 

Luhiste, Maarja; Trumm, Silim; 
Banducci, Susan 

Different Election, Different Result?: Explaining Women-candidates 
Varying Electoral Success at European and National Elections  
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Author Title of Paper 
Lynch, Michael S.; Madonna, Anthony Maintaining Intra-Party Cohension: Examining Unrecorded Amending 

Activity 
MacDonald, Jason A. Nineteenth Century House Precedents, the Establishment of Limitation 

Riders, and Congressional Power over the Bureaucracy 
MacDonald, Jason A.; Burns, Gordon; 
Wassmann, Andrew 

The Politics of Agency Creation, Reauthorization, and Performance 

Maeda, Ko 
 

Determinants of Party Splits 

Magar, Eric; Estevez, Federico Who Calls the Tune?: Constituent and Gubernatorial Effects in Roll 
Call Behavior in the Mexican Congress 

Magleby, Daniel Blyth; Reynolds, Molly The Cost of Doing Business: Obstruction, Roll Calls, and Unanimous 
Consent in the United States Senate  

Martin, Gregory 
 

Accidental Universalism 

Martin, Gregory; Peskowitz, Zachary Career Concerns and the Behavior of Political Consultants in 
Congressional Elections 

Martin, James Richard 
 

Rising Tides of Fortune: Electoral Volatility in the Modern Polity 

Masket, Seth E. Rejecting Nonpartisanship: Minnesota’s Experiment with, and 
Rejection of, the Nonpartisan Legislature 

Mayne, Quinton; Hakhverdian, Armen Does Ideological Congruence Matter?: The Effect of Congruence on 
System Support in Liberal Democracies 

McCann, Pamela Clouser Partners in Policy: Congressional Delegation of Authority via 
Intergovernmental Partnerships 

McDonald, Ian Going National: Using the National Political Agenda in High-growth 
Congressional Districts 

McQuide, Bryan S. When Do Interest Groups Provide Informative Signals?: Congressional 
Committee Deliberation of New and Old Issues 

Micozzi, Juan Pablo; Casquetti, Daniel The Subnational Connection in Unitary Regimes: Progressive Ambition 
and Legislative Behavior in Uruguay 

Micozzi, Juan Pablo; Rocca, Michael S. 
 

Non-binding Resolutions in the U.S. House of Representatives 

Miler, Kristina 
 

The Lasting Effects of Committee Requests 

Miler, Kristina; Ritchie, Melinda 
 

Directing Influence: Interest Groups and Congressional Caucuses 

Miller, Gary J.; Jeong, Gyung-Ho; 
Lowry, William R.; Sened, Itai 

Changing the Rules: The 1978 Energy Act and the Power of 
Preferences 

Miller, Renita L. Minority Voices: The Representational Roles of African American and 
Latino Legislators during State Legislative Deliberations 

Milyo, Jeff; Crider, Kayla The Electoral Effects of Campaign Spending in State Legislative 
Elections: Lessons for Reform 

Moddelmog, Linsey Ann Should I Stay or Should I Go?: District Magnitude’s Influence on 
Careerism in the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies 

Moeller, Megan Michelle The Dynamics of Gender, Ideology, and Policy in a Polarized Congress 
Mondou, Matthieu; Stogstad, Gracy; 
Houle, David 

Policy Image Resilience and Policy Stasis and Change: A Critical Case 
Study of Biofuel Policy 

Moore, Ryan T.; Powell, Eleanor Neff; 
Reeves, Andrew 

Jobs, Re-election, and Mobilization: The Congressional Political 
Economy of Business Interests 

Moser, Scott; Wakao,Shinya Is Campaigning Local?: Campaign Strategy in the 2010 Congressional 
Race 
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Author Title of Paper 
Munoz-Portillo, Juan Manuel 
 

Electoral Systems and Pork Barrel Politics: Evidence from Honduras 

Murr, Andreas The Dynamics of Citizen Forecasting: Do Campaigns Help Citizens to 
Form Correct Expectations about Who Wins the Election 

Nagashima, Daniel The Formation of Pre-electoral Coalitions: Strategic Decision-making 
under Political Constraints 

Nalepa, Monika A.; Carroll, Royce A. Party Positioning and Legislative Party Organization: Evidence from 
Polish Parliament 

Navia, Patricio D.; Bunker, Kenneth Re-election Rates and Incumbency Advantage in the Chilean 
Congress, 1990-2010 

Neiheisel, Jacob Robert Going the Distance: The Effect of Party Distancing on Candidate 
Evaluations and Vote Choice 

Neiman, Jayme L. Does Quality Matter? State Legislative Response to Constituent 
Communication 

Nelson, David 
 

What Lobbyists Do and Who Does it Best 

Nelson, Michael J.; Ostrander, Ian Appointments and Disappointments: The Politics of Confirming United 
States Attorneys 

Nemacheck, Christine L. Designated Justice: The Effects of Senate Delay on United States 
Courts of Appeals’ Decisions 

Nguyen, Kim; Wrighton, Mark Agenda Setting and Racial Minority Representation in the U.S. 
Congress 

Nielson, Lindsay; Visalvanich, Neil 
 

Polarized Primaries and Polarized Legislators 

Noel, Hans C. Two Dimensions of Conflict: How Ideologues Imposed Ideology on 
Congress 

Nunes, Felipe The Left Variance: Why the Behavior of Latin American Presidents Is 
So Different 

O’Bryan, Diana L. 
 

A Steel Triangle 

Olivella, Santiago The Odd Salamander: An MCMC Network-Voronoi Algorithm for 
Political Districting 

Oliver, Steven; Gueorguiev, Dimitar Cross-posting and Legislative Activity under Authoritarian Rules: 
Evidence from the City of Shenzhen 

Orlowski, Matthias Elections for the Public Good?: Electoral Systems and Rent Seeking in 
Modern Democracies 

Osaki, Atsushi Who Survives?: Electoral System, Dominant Party System, and 
Ministerial Turnover in Italy, 1948-1992 

Osborn, Tracy; Cumings-Peterson, 
Cassie L. 

Political Parties and Women’s Issues: The Case of the Washington 
State Legislature 

Overby, Marvin; Miller, Susan 
 

Parties, Policy Congruence, and Public Opinion 

Owens, Mark 
 

Majority Party Influence in a Bicameral Setting, 1865-1901 

Park, Hong Min 
 

Procedural Tools and Dimensionality in the U.S. Senate 

Parrott, Michael 
 

Business Influence in House Committees 

Peck, Justin Craig Do the Tides of War Recede?: Examining Congressional Activities 
Post-War 
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Author Title of Paper 
Perry, Brittany Nicole In Pursuit of Re-election?: Exploring the Legislative Motivations for 

Representing Non-citizen Latinos 
Petrarca, Constanza Sanhueza Immigration Questions in the French Parliament: Do MPs’ Background 

and Constituencies’ Characteristics Matter 
Pettigrew, Stephen Competition and Candidate Emergence Decisions in U.S. House 

Primaries, 2000-2010 
Phinney, Robin 
 

Diverse Coalitions and Anti-poverty Advocacy in the 104th Congress 

Pilet, Jean-Benoit; Riera, Pedro; Bol, 
Damien 

Addressing Systematic Failure or Following Fads?: An Event-History 
Analysis of the Diffusion of Limited Proportional Representation Across 
Europe 

Polga-Hecimovich, John Credible Commitments, the Shadow of the Future, and Presidential 
Coalition Duration 

Potter, Joshua d.; Munoz Cristian Perez 
 

Efficiency vs. Representativeness: Multilevel Governance in Uruguay 

Powell, Lynda Gridlock?: Explaining Variation in Cross-party Coalition Building in the 
99 State Legislative Chambers 

Preece, Jessica Robinson Party Hopping in Rome: How Centralized Candidate Selection 
Procedures Increased Party Switching in the Italian Chamber of 
Deputies 

Primo, David M.; Berry, Christopher 
Robert; Snyder, James M. 

The Electoral Returns to Federal Aid 

Pump, Barry Channeling Information, Setting the Agenda: The President, Congress, 
and Economic Policymaking 

Quinones, Clemente Impact of Sociopolitical Upheaval and Electoral Systems on 
Institutional Representation: Mexico, 1940-2009 

Radean, Marius 
 

The Impact of Electoral System on Party Switching 

Radezky, Eric  
 

A Study of Interest Group Behavior in the New York State Assembly 

Ragusa, Jordan M. 
 

Bicameral Conflict in the Post-reform Congresses 

Ralson, Jonah Do Constituents or Parties Matter Most?: An Evaluation of Biofuels 
Policy in the U.S. Congress 

Ramey, Adam Joseph  Delegates or Trustees?: Ideological Congruence and Electoral 
Accountability in the U.S. Congress 

Ramirez, Ricardo; Sanchez, Gabriel; 
Morin, Jason L.; Sanchez-Youngman, 
Shannon 

House of Mirrors?: The Effects of Overlapping Descriptive 
Representation on Political Attitudes 

Ramos, Antonio P. Presidents, Legislators and Budgetary Process in Brazil: An Empirical 
Investigation on the Role of the Political Parties on Pork Allocations in 
a Multiparty Setting, 1996-2010 

Regel, Sven; Werner, Annika Representation by Ideological Congruence: Comparing Parties’ and 
Citizens’ Positions Beyond Point-estimates 

Reid, Scott 
 

Underdogs, Dark Horses and Lambs 

Reynolds, Molly Designing State Legislative Institutions: The Case of Tax and 
Expenditure Limitations 

Rice, Laurie L. Shifting Strategies: Media Coverage and Presidents’ Use of Legislative 
Tools 
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Author Title of Paper 
Richman, Jesse T. 
 

Pivotal Politics Bargaining Reconsidered: The Strong Pivots Model 

Riera, Pedro Every Election You May Make Progress: The Gradual Impact of 
Electoral Reform on Voting Behavior 

Riera, Pedro; Dinas, Elias; Barbera, 
Pablo 

Parliamentary Representation and Electoral Success: Beginning a 
Journey of Thousand Votes with a Single Step 

Roberson, Brian A.; Parker, Glenn R.; 
Parker, Suzanne L. 

A Dynamic Model of Special Interest Politics 

Roberts, Brian E. 
 

Business and Politics: Evidence of Correlated Campaign Contributions 

Rogers, Steven 
 

Obama: The State Legislator People Vote Against 

Rogowski, Jon R. 
 

Buyer’s Remorse?: The Costs of Legislative Infidelity 

Rosenthal, Maoz Heresthetic in Policy Making Processes: A Theory and Application to 
Israeli Knesset Committees 

Rottinghaus, Brandon; Belco, Michelle 
H. 

In Lieu of Legislation: Executive Preemption of the Legislative Process 
through Unilateral Order 

Ryan, John Barry; Milita, Kerri; Simas, 
Elizabeth Nicole 

Candidate Position-taking and Electoral Performance 

Ryan, Josh M.; Cayton, Adam; Miller, 
Annie; Schaffer, Joseph  

Legislative Productivity and Post-passage Institutions in the States 

Ryan, Josh M.; Minkoff, Scott 
 

The Appropriations Process as a Policy Tool 

Sances, Mike The Regressive Effects of Direct Democracy?: Evidence from Property 
Tax Assessors 

Schaal, Pamela Marguerite The Significance of Divided vs. Unified Government on Legislative 
Deliberation: The Appropriations Process 

Scharr, Robert W. Polarized and Paralyzed: Implications of Party Polarization for 
Immigration Reform 

Schickler, Eric; Kriner, Douglas Lee Investigating the President: The Dynamics of Congressional 
Committee Probes, 1900-2006 

Schmitt, Carly 
 

The Partisan Consequences of Primary Competition 

Seo, Jungkun Strange Bedfellows and Foreign Policymaking in the U.S. Senate: 
Position Taking for Coalition Building 

Sidman, Andrew Heath 
 

Partisan Effects of the Pork Barrel in House and Senate Elections 

Sievert, Joel 
 

Cloture and Vote Switching in the U.S. Senate, 1947-2010 

Singh, Naunihal 
 

The Cross-national Determinants of Electoral Finance Regulation 

Sirinic, Daniela Are the Kids Alright? Consequences of Unequal Turnout on the Quality 
of Ideological and Issue Congruence 

Snowberg; Erik Christopher; Mattozzi, 
Andrea 

The Right Type of Legislator 

Sojka, Laura Merrifield Evaluating the Impact of Gender Proportion in the Legislature and 
Partisanship on PAC Contributions Given to Female Candidates 

Solvak, Mihkel The Spillover of National Electoral System Effects to Perceived 
Efficacy in European Elections 
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Author Title of Paper 
Soroka, Stuart N.; Wlezien, Christopher 
 

Political Institutions and the Opinion-Policy Link 

Sowards, Kent N. Fiscal Federalism, Pork Barrel Spending, and Legislative Experience: 
An Analysis of the Disparities across the U.S. 

Spada, Paolo; Kern, Holgen Lutz; de Sa 
Guimaraes, Feliciano 

Investigating Candidates’ Office-seeking Behavior: Two Field 
Experiments in Brazil 

Spencer, Douglas 
 

Regulate or Delegate?: Implications for Election Law 

Spoon, Jae-Jae; Jones West, Karleen 
A. 

Coordination and Presidential Coattails: Do Legislative Parties Benefit 
form Presidential Coalitions 

Stalsburg, Brittany L. Private Life and Public Office: How Family Life Influences the Political 
Ambitions of Men and Women 

Steen, Jennifer A. Technology and Political Participation: The Case of Redistricting in 
Arizona 

Stephanopoulos, Nicholas 
 

Spatial Diversity 

Stephenson, Laura B.; Bohl, Marian; 
Karakoc, Ekrem; Blais, Andre; Kriesi, 
Hanspeter 

Choice, Information and Complexity: Voting Behaviour in Swiss 
Elections 

Steward, Charles H. 
 

Changes in Committees Values in Congress, 1994-2011 

Stier, Marc 
 

Why We Organize: Health Care For America Now in Pennsylvania 

Stirckland, April A. 
 

Voters’ Perceptions of Campaign Spending in Congressional Elections 

Supalla, Susanna Money without Borders: Motives of Out-of-State Contributors to State 
Legislative Campaigns 

Swers, Michele L. Unpacking Women’s Issues: The Impact of Gender on Policymaking 
on Health Care and Education in the U.S. Senate 

Tankersley, Holley Elizabeth 
 

Determinants of Women’s Legislative Success 

Tarsi, Melinda R.; Harvie, Jeanette Yih A Great Divide?: Analyzing Civilian and Military Political Behavior in the 
2010 Elections 

Taylor, Andrew J. Who Publicizes Their Legislative Record? Agenda Control and the 
Content of House Members’ Press Releases 

Thomsen, Danielle Endogenous Political Candidates: Explaining the Partisan Imbalance of 
Women in Congress 

Thornton, David Weldon Once in a Lifetime: The Republican Redistricting of North Carolina in 
2011 

Thorpe, Rebecca U. Economic Reliance and War: Why Congress Cannot (or Will Not) Draw 
the Purse Strings 

Tien, Charles; Nathan, James A. 
 

The Unappreciated Relationship: Congress and the State Department 

Tiwari, Devesh K. 
 

Do MPs with Criminal Records Perform Well in the Indian Parliament? 

Tofias, Michael W.; Ensley, Michael; De 
Marchi, Scott  

The Difficult Kind: Challengers and the Problems Posed by Electorates 

Tolbert, Caroline J.; Hamilton, Allison 
 

Public Opinion, Election Reform and the Congressional Filibuster 

Towmbly, Jim The United States of Nebraska: Are Bicameral State Legislatures 
Necessary and Could Unicameralism Serve Other States Well 
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Author Title of Paper 
Truex, Rory Information and Influence in an Authoritarian Parliament: China’s 

National People’s Congress 
Tzelgov, Eitan 
 

Weapons of the Weak: Legislative Rhetoric and Opposition Parties 

van der Pas, Daphne Joanna; Jensen, 
Elmar 

The Dimensionality of Voting Behavior in Three European Parliaments 

Vasselai, Fabricio; Mignozzetti, Umberto 
Guarnier 

Personal Voting and Electoral Parishes in Open List PR Systems: 
Comparing Brazil, Finland and Ecuador 

Vieux, Andrea Going to School in Their ‘Jammies’: The Politics of K-12 Virtual 
Schools in Florida 

Vining, Richard Lee; Steigerwalt, Amy; 
Smelcer, Susan Navarro 

Bias, the Bar, and Nominees to Federal District Courts 

Vogel, Karen J.; McInnes, Bridget T. Understanding the Regional and Constitutional Impact of CEDAW 
Using Automated Content Analysis of Nation-state Constitutions 

Walsh, Lila E. Permissive Early Voting and Registration Requirements: An 
Examination of Political Culture’s Influence on State Electoral Policy 

Wang, Vibeke 
 

Enacting Pro-women Legislation When the Executive Is Tightening Its 
‘Grip’: An Analysis of Women’s Substantive Representation in the 
Ugandan Parliament 
 

Wang, Yi-ting Legislative Committee Assignments, Party Organization, and Citizen-
Politician Linkage Strategies 

Wanless, Emily O.; Collens, Jack D. Correcting the Urban Advantage: Progressive Ambition as an 
Unintended Consequence of One Person, One Vote 

Wantz, Joseph; Yuravlivker, Dror 
 

The Curious Case of Simultaneous Senate Elections 

Warshaw, Christopher 
 

The Effect of Negative Agenda Power on Legislative Representation 

Washington, La Trice M. The Role of Public Opinion and Pressure Groups in the Passage of the 
Veterans Millennium Health Care Act 

Weber Till; Parsons, Craig A. 
 

When Do Parties Affect Legislative Behavior 

Werner, Annika; Lacewell, Onawa 
Promise; Regel, Sven 

Can Exclusionary Politics Increase the Quality of Representation?: 
Assessing the Impact of Anti-minority Party Tactics on Party Systems 

Whaley, Joshua; Brown, Tyler 
 

Gaming Congress: Access is an Asset 

Wichowsky, Amber; Weiss, Jessica 
Chen 

When China Is the Focus in the 30-second Spot: Campaign Ads, 
Domestic Politics and U.S.-China Relations, 2000-2010 

Wittmann, Frank 
 

A Framework for Measuring the Impact of Interest Group Resources 

Wolton, Stephane How Organizations’ Investment in Lobbying Affects Policy: A Signalling 
Model 

Wrzenski, Rhonda; Kettler, Jaclyn 
Jolene 

A Tale of Two Resumes: A Comparison of Male and Female State 
Legislator Qualifications 

Yaver, Miranda The Power of the Purse: How Institutional Conflict Yields Congress’ 
Assertion of Spending Power Regulatory Authority 

You, Hye Young 
 

The Optimal Choice of Special Rules 

Yuravlivker, Dror 
 

Strategic Behavior and Lame Duck Sessions 
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Southwest Political Science Association (SWPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Williams, Brian Institutional Change and Roll Call Vote Consensus in the New Zealand 

House of Representatives 
Camara, Luis; Shaffer, William 
 

Intra-Party Disarray and Political Ambition: The Case of Puerto Rico 

Shastri, Anand Examining the Demographic and Constituency Similarities of the Least 
Partisan U.S. House Members 

Rauhaus, Beth Southern State Legislators: Passive or Active Representatives in 
Advocating for Adequate State Domestic Violence Funding? 

Pyeatt, Nicholas; Yanus, Alixandra The Politics of Picking: Risk Aversion and Rational Adaptation among 
Female Incumbents 

Weng, Dennis Why Incumbency Advantage Is No Longer An Advantage To 
Incumbents? The Case of Taiwan’s Local Elections 

Garcia, Rogelio Obama’s Congressional Challenge: An Analysis of Presidential 
Influence in the Contemporary Era 

Collins, Todd; Wink, Kenneth; 
Livingston, C. Don 

Religious Affiliation and Foreign Affairs 

Bhattacharya, Debasis Consensus Building in Legislative-Executive Relations: Tactical 
Imperative for Strategic Political Decisions in the United States-An 
Exploratory Analysis on Treaty Making and Ratification from 1970 to 
2010 

Williams, Brian; Sides, Jason Leading from the document: Presidential Leadership Styles in the 
National Security Strategy 

Moon, Woojin The Effects of Legislative Institutions and Party Discipline on Policy 
Stability 

Russell, L. Erin; Damore, David The Role and Purpose of the Interim Legislative Session in the 
American States 

Wilkins, Charles; Brrown, Lyle 
 

Redistricting in Different Directions: California and Texas, 2011 

 
 
 

Western Political Science Association (WPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Carroll, Royce; Pachó, Mónica 
 

Legislative Behavior in the Columbian Congress 

Allen, Nathan Candidates, Clientelism, and Credible Commitments in Indonesian 
Elections 

Tiwari, Devesh Candidate Characteristics and Committee Memberships: Are Alleged 
Criminals in India More Motivated to Join Parliamentary Committees? 

Herron, Erik; Aleknaviciute, Monika Assessing Candidate Nomination in Lithuania’s Mixed Electoral 
System 

Grose, Christian Moving Congress: How Presidents Use Appointment Power to Shift 
Policy Outcomes 
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Author Title of Paper 
Julius, Michael All the President’s Congress (wo)men: Strategies of Presidential 

Midterm Campaigning 
Hedlund, Ronald; Claudia, Larson; 
DeLeo, Robert; Hedlund, David 

Taking Chances in Making Legislative Committee Requests: A Four 
State Comparison 

Settle, Allen California Legislative Unfunded Budget Mandates on Local 
Governments 

Cayton, Adam Attitudes Toward Federal Spending and the Geographic Distribution 
of Aid 

Cottrill, James Non-Legislative Redistricting and the Public Trust: The Indirect 
Benefits of Electoral Reform 

Rogowski, Jon Gaining Leeway: Campaign Platforms and the Costs of Legislative 
Shirking 

Roberts, Jason; Engstrom, Erik 
 

The Politics of Ballot Choice 

Routh, Stephen; Peterson, Rolfe Successor or Seatwarmer: A Study of Appointed US Senator 
Decision-making to Run for Initial Election 

Makse, Todd 
 

Constituency and Expectations of Congressional Representation 

Gaines, Brian An Indirect Measure of Electoral College Bias (Asking Politicians, Not 
Statisticians) 

Schraufnagel, Scot; Dodd, Lawrence; 
Peterson, John 

Moderate Conflict and Legislative Productivity: The Role of Third 
Parties 

McNitt, Andrew 
 

The Tea Party in the House: The Shape of Things to Come? 

Koger, Gregory 
 

Obstruction and Decision-Making in the Senate 

Hall, Thad 
 

Agenda Setting in a Broken Congress 

Carson, Jamie; Crespin, Michael; 
Madonna, Anthony 

Partisan Signaling and Agenda Control in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

Adler, Scott; Wilkerson, John 
 

Congress and the Politics of Problem Solving 

Thorpe, Rebecca Economic Reliance and War: Why Congress Cannot (or Will Not) 
Draw the Purse Strings 

Ryan, Josh; Sokhey, Anand; Wilkenfeld, 
Gilad 

Tracing the Legislative Process: A Network Approach 

Hoeft, Torrance 
 

Post 9/11 congressional voting patterns on military spending bills 

Williams, Brian Institutional Change and Roll Call Vote Consensus in the New 
Zealand House of Representatives 

Carroll, Royce 
 

Coalitions, Cabinets and Committees 

Fox, Stacy Is the Constituent Always Right? A Survey of Representative’s 
Responses to Abortion Correspondence 

Dancey, Logan An Honest Politician: How Members of Congress Develop 
Reputations for Integrity 

Burkhalter, Stephanie; Durr, Brandon How do Legislative Parties Brand? Evidence of Message Cohesion 
across Congresses 

Reyes, Sarah 
 

The Role of Gender Identity in Encouraging Political Ambition  
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Author Title of Paper 
Moeller, Megan The Dynamics of Gender, Ideology, and Policy in a Polarized 

Congress 
Busche, Heidi, Tollestrup, Jessica Revisiting Gender’s Effect on Free Voting in the British House of 

Commons 
Sacco, Jennifer Descriptive Representation of Men in the 110th and 111th 

Congresses 

 
 

Western Social Science Association (WSSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Krutz, Glen S. Explaining Institutional Genesis: The 1820 Creation of the U.S. 

Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 
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x Brookings Institution Blog 
x Charting the Congressional Experience: The Papers of Richard Gephardt 
x Civil Rights Documentation Project 
x Congress to Campus Program 
x Congressional Bills Project 
x Congressional Timeline 
x Congressional Whip Count Database 
x Data on Legislative Voting and Representation 
x Dirksen Center Invites Applications for Grants 
x Election Results Archive 
x European Consortium for Political Research 
x International Political Science Review 
x Legislative Archives Fellowship 
x Oral History of Chuck Ludlam 
x Political Science Blog: Voir Dire 
x SSRN Political Science Network 
x State Politics and Policy Quarterly Archive 
x The Thicket at NCSL 
x Visiting Scholars Program, APSA Centennial Center 
x Visiting Scholars Program, Carl Albert Center 
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Brookings Institution Blog 
 
" Congress, the Fed, and the FOMC" posted by Senior Fellow Sarah Binder on January 27, 2012. 
 

 
Charting the Congressional Experience: 

The Papers of Richard Gephardt 
 
The inaugural Gephardt Fellow, Daniel E. Ponder, had the privilege of perusing the letters, records, 
press clippings, and other minutiae of Richard Gephardt’s congressional career. The collection is housed 
at the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis.  Click here to read Ponder’s description of the Gephardt 
collection. 

 
Civil Rights Documentation Project 

THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 
 
 The landmark civil rights legislation of the mid-1960s has attracted considerable scholarly 
attention, deservedly so. Much of the analysis of this legislation has centered on the social and cultural 
conditions that gave birth to such laws as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 As valuable as the emphasis on the civil rights movement has been, an equally vital chapter has 
been neglected – the story of the legislative process itself. The Dirksen Congressional Center has posted 
a new feature on "CongressLink" that provides a fuller accounting of law-making based on the unique 
archival resources housed at The Center, including the collection of then-Senate Minority Leader Everett 
McKinley Dirksen (R-IL), widely credited with securing the passage of the bills. 
 Intended to serve the needs of teachers and students, The Civil Rights Documentation Project 
demonstrates that Congress is capable of converting big ideas into powerful law, that citizen 
engagement is essential to that process, and that the public policies produced forty years ago continue 
to influence our lives. 
 The project takes the form of an interactive, Web-based presentation with links to digitized 
historical materials and other Internet-based resources about civil rights legislation created by museums, 
historical societies, and government agencies.  
 Please contact Cindy Koeppel by email at ckoeppel@dirksencenter.org if you have any ideas or 
comments about this new feature. 
 
 

Congress to Campus Program 
THE UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

 
 The Congress to Campus Program is designed to address several aspects of the civic learning 
and engagement deficit among the country’s college-age young people, combining traditional 
educational content with a strong message about public service. The Program sends bipartisan pairs of 
former Members of Congress - one Democrat and one Republican - to visit college, university and 
community college campuses around the country. Over the course of each visit, the Members conduct 
classes, hold community forums, meet informally with students and faculty, visit high schools and civic 
organizations, and do interviews and talk show appearances with local press and media.  
 In the summer of 2002, the Board of Directors of the U. S. Association of Former Members of 
Congress (USAFMC) engaged the Center for Democracy & Citizenship (CDC) at the Council for 
Excellence in Government to help manage the Congress to Campus Program in partnership with the 
Stennis Center for Public Service (Stennis). CDC and Stennis, with the blessing of the USAFMC, agreed 
to undertake a number of initiatives to greatly increase the number of campuses hosting program visits 
each year, expand the pool of former Members of Congress available for campus visits, develop new 
sources of funding, raise the profile of the program and its message in the public and academic 
community, and devise methods of measuring the impact of the program at host institutions. 
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Congressional Bills Project 
 

 A website at http://www.congressionalbills.org allows academic researchers, students, and the 
general public to download information about public and private bills introduced in the U.S. Congress 
along with information about those bills' sponsors.  
  Each record is a bill. The download tool allows you to select a large number of related variables 
to include in your download request. Obviously, limited requests will download more quickly.   

x The bill's title and progress  (from government resources)   
x The bill's subject (using the  topic codes of the Policy Agendas Project) 
x Member biographical, committee, and  leadership positions (much of this comes from Elaine K. 

Swift,  Robert G. Brookshire, David T. Canon, Evelyn C. Fink, John R. Hibbing, Brian  D. Humes, 
Michael J. Malbin and Kenneth C. Martis, Database of  Congressional Historical Statistics; as well 
as more recent data available through Charles Stewart's website  

x Member DW-Nominate Scores (from  Poole and Rosenthal of course) 
The website is a work in progress by John D. Wilkerson and Scott Adler at University of Washington, 
Seattle.   
 
 

Congressional Timeline 
THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 

 
 The Congressional Timeline, developed and maintained by The Dirksen Congressional Center, 
arrays more than 550 of the nation's laws on a timeline beginning in 1933 and continuing to the present. 
A second timeline "band" depicts major political events of the period as a way to provide context for 
Congress's law-making. Please contact Frank Mackaman with comments and suggestions: 
fmackaman@dirksencenter.org. 

 Major features of the Congressional Timeline [http://www.congressionaltimeline.org]: 
• At the beginning date for each Congress, this timeline features session dates, number of recorded 

votes, total bills introduced and enacted, the partisan composition of both the House and the Senate, 
information about African-Americans and women serving in that Congress, and links to the 
presidential administration and to congressional leaders in that Congress. Click on January 3, 1985: 
99th Congress, First Session, convenes" for an example. 

• Click on any of the laws and you will see a brief summary of its provisions. In some cases, we link 
you to the full text of the law and related resources. For example, select July 2, 1964, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. There are links to a dozen historical documents, six photographs, and two videos--all 
related to the passage of that landmark legislation. 

• The timeline is searchable in both the "legislation" and "events" bands. If you enter the word "labor" in 
the filter box for the legislation band and enter "management" in the yellow highlight box, the timeline 
will clear out all other laws except those that deal with labor. It also will highlight in yellow those that 
include "management." 
 That search finds these laws: Federal Fair Labor Standards Act (June 25, 1938), the Farm Labor 
Supply Act (April 29, 1943), the Employment Act of 1946 (February 20, 1946), the Taft-Hartley Labor-
Management Relations Act (June 23, 1947), the Fair Labor Standards Act Amendments of 1949 
(October 26, 1949), the Landrum-Griffin Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959 
(September 14, 1959), the Equal Pay Act of 1963 (June 10, 1963), the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act of 1970 (December 29, 1970), and the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995 (January 
23, 1995). 
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 Note that the search will identify not only laws with the search words in the title but also laws that 
contain the terms in their descriptions. This is the case with the Employment Act of 1946, for 
example. 
 By selecting "Clear All," the timeline will revert to its original state. 
 There is a separate search feature for the "events" band which works the same way. Descriptions 
are not included with individual events, however. 

• Navigation takes place in two ways. Scrolling from right to left or left to right moves you through the 
entire timeline seamlessly. But you can jump to a particular Congress by selecting it from the boxed 
list at the top of the timeline.  

  
 

Congressional Whip Count Database 
 

 Professor Larry Evans at College of William and Mary has announced the first release of the 
Congressional Whip Count Database, which provides extensive data about the whip polls conducted by 
party leaders in the U.S. House prior to major roll call votes on the floor, 1955-86. The data are based on 
records included in the personal papers of former congressional party leaders.  Included in this release 
are coded data of more than 650 whipped questions and nearly 150,000 individual-level responses by 
lawmakers. 
 The project has received support from the National Science Foundation (Award SES-0417759), 
The Carl Albert Center, The Dirksen Congressional Center, and the Roy R. Charles Center of the 
College of William and Mary. 
 The data, codebooks, and other relevant information can be accessed at 
http://wmpeople.wm.edu/site/page/clevan/congressionalwhipcountdatabase 

 

Data on Legislative Voting and Representation 

 Professor John Carey has established a website at Dartmouth that includes various resources 
from his field research and data collection in an organized data archive. Of particular significance is the 
data from a project on legislative voting and representation. That project includes:  

x Transcripts from interviews with 61 legislators and party leaders from 8 countries (Bolivia, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Peru, and Venezuela) from 2000-2001).  
The interviews followed a stable protocol for the most part, regarding how decisions are reached 
within parties and carried out (or not) in the legislative environment, and how legislators interact 
with party leaders, the executive, and the citizens they represent.  The interviews frequently cover 
other topics as well, however, according to the subject's train of thought.  The transcripts are 
available in both English and Spanish.  

x Recorded vote data from 21 legislative chambers in 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Russia, United States, Uruguay).  In addition to the data and 
codebook, also available on the site are some files with STATA code to produce the measures of 
party voting unity employed in the research. 

Visitors are invited to use any of the data, qualitative or quantitative, that is available on the site. The 
address of the website is http://www.dartmouth.edu/~jcarey/dataarchive.html.  Professor Carey's email 
address, in case of questions, suggestions, or problems related to the data, is 
john.carey@dartmouth.edu. 

 
 



 
 

Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2012, Research and Teaching                                                         Page 5 of 9 

 
Dirksen Center Congressional Research Grants 

 
 The Dirksen Congressional Center invites applications for grants to fund research on 
congressional leadership and the U.S. Congress.   
 The competition is open to individuals with a serious interest in studying Congress. Political 
scientists, historians, biographers, scholars of public administration or American studies, and journalists 
are among those eligible. The Center encourages graduate students who have successfully defended 
their dissertation prospectus to apply and awards a significant portion of the funds for dissertation 
research. 
 The awards program does not fund undergraduate or pre-Ph.D. study. Organizations are not 
eligible. Research teams of two or more individuals are eligible. 
 There is no standard application form. Applicants are responsible for showing the relationship 
between their work and the awards program guidelines. Applications are accepted at any time. 
Incomplete applications will NOT be forwarded to the screening committee for consideration. 
 All application materials must be received no later than February 1.  Awards are announced in 
March. Complete information about eligibility and application procedures may be found at The Center's 
Web site: http://www.dirksencenter.org/print_grants_CRAs.htm.  
 The Center, named for the late Senate Minority Leader Everett M. Dirksen, is a private, 
nonpartisan, nonprofit research and educational organization devoted to the study of Congress and its 
leaders. 
  For more information about the Congressional Research Awards, contact Frank Mackaman by 
email at fmackaman@dirksencenter.org or phone 309.347.7113. 
 
 
 
 

Election Results Archive 
CENTER ON DEMOCRATIC PERFORMANCE AT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY 

 
 The Center on Democratic Performance at Binghamton University is pleased to announce the 
launch of the Election Results Archive (ERA), a collection of electronic files containing data on election 
results from around the world.  This unique online database with global coverage provides researchers, 
policy-makers, scholars, and others interested in elections with information on over 900 elections from 
around the world.  It includes information on the following: 

x Types of Elections: Results for presidential and national legislative elections. 
x Countries: The Archive currently contains election results from 134 countries that have met a 

minimum threshold of democratic performance for the year in which the elections took place.  
x Dates of Elections: The ERA contains results back to 1974. This date was selected because it is 

frequently cited as a beginning point of the recent phase of democratic expansion (democratic 
elections in Greece and Portugal). 

More election data will be added to this Archive as time and resources permit.  The archive can be 
searched by country, region, or year and type of election.  Please visit the archive at 
http://cdp.binghamton.edu/era/index.html. 
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European Consortium for Political Research 
 ECPR has a new standing group on Parliaments, coordinated by Shane Martin, University of 
California, San Diego) and Matti Wiberg (University of Turku).  For a number of years the study of 
legislatures has concentrated on the US Congress. Parliaments in Europe have not been a subject of 
investigation to any comparable extent. Nevertheless, the body of knowledge is ever expanding on both 
the long-standing parliaments in Europe and the new institutions of the European Union and Central and 
Eastern Europe. 
 The Standing Group's aim is to promote comparative research and theory-building on the 
institutionalisation, capacity, operation, and performance of legislatures and the dissemination of such 
research.  For more information, and to register for membership (which is free) please see the web site 
at: http://www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/standinggroups/parliaments/index.htm. 
 
 
 

International Political Science Review 
 
 International Political Science Review, the official journal of the International Political Science 
Association edited by Kay Lawson and Yvonne Galligan, would be pleased to receive quality 
submissions likely to be of interest to its international readership from the members of Legislative Studies 
Section of the American Political Science Association. 
 The IPSR is committed to publishing material that makes a significant contribution to international 
political science. It seeks to meet the needs of political scientists throughout the world who are interested 
in studying political phenomena in the contemporary context of increasing international interdependence 
and global change. 
 IPSR reflects the aims and intellectual tradition of its parent body, the International Political 
Science Association: to foster the creation and dissemination of rigorous political inquiry free of 
subdisciplinary or other orthodoxy. We welcome work by scholars who are focusing on currently 
controversial themes, shaping innovative concepts of methodologies of political analysis, and striving to 
reach outside the scope of a single culture. 
 Authors interested in submitting their work should consult either a recent copy of the journal or 
http://ipsr.sagepub.com and follow submission guidelines, sending electronic copies to both 
klawson@sfsu.edu and y.galligan@Queens-Belfast.AC.UK. 
 Preliminary queries are welcome. 
 
 
 

Legislative Archives Fellowship 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

 
 The Legislative Archives Fellowship supports scholarly work in United States history that is based 
on research in the records of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives. Archivist of the United 
States David S. Ferriero created the Fellowship with support from the Foundation for the National 
Archives. To qualify for the fellowship, applicants must be Ph.D. candidates with an approved disserta-
tion proposal at the time of application or have received their Ph.D. within the last five years. Research 
proposals are considered on any topic that uses the historical records of Congress at the Center for 
Legislative Archives. Applicants must submit a research plan that identifies the records at the Center that 
support their topics, and must spend at least one month researching at the Center for Legislative 
Archives.  Application instructions for the 2012 Fellowship are displayed at 
http://www.archives.gov/legislative/research/fellowship-2012-instructions.pdf, and information about the 
2011 Fellowship can be viewed at http://www.archives.gov/legislative/research/fellowship-2011.html 
If you have questions about the fellowship or have a research interest in the records of Congress, you 
may contact the Center for Legislative Archives at www.archives.gov/legislative or 202-357-5350. 
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Oral History of Chuck Ludlam 
 

 Chuck Ludlam’s career as a Capitol Hill staffer, which spanned a 40-year period (1965–2005), 
has been documented by the Senate Historical Office in a series of oral history interviews.  Ludlam 
provided extensive notes for many of the individuals and issues discussed in his interviews and provides 
background on Senators Jim Abourezk, Phillip Hart, Robert Byrd, Jim Allen, Dale Bumpers, and Joseph 
Lieberman; Congressmen Burt Talcott, Glen Lipscomb, and Gillis Long; and Senate Parliamentarian 
Murray Zweben. The oral history also provides insights into the lifestyle, skills, and tactics of a senior 
Capitol Hill staffer who fought in the political trenches.  The oral history is available online at 
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/oral_history/Ludlam_chuck.htm.  
 

 
Political Science Blog: Voir Dire 

 University of George faculty members Jeff Yates and Andy Whitford have established a new blog 
that focuses on law, courts, politics, and policy.  They also address topics concerning academia 
generally and have very occasional discussion of pop culture and other topics of lighter fare. The blog 
address is http://lawandcourts.wordpress.com/. 

 
 

SSRN Political Science Network 
 The new Political Science Network (PSN) provides a world-wide, online community for research 
in all areas of political science, following the model of the other subject matter networks within the Social 
Science Research Network.  PSN provides scholars with access to current work in their field and 
facilitates research and scholarship.  PSN is directed by Professors David A. Lake and Mathew D. 
McCubbins (UC – San Diego).  The website address is http://www.ssrn.com/psn/index.html. 
 
 

State Politics and Policy Quarterly Archive 
 Every article in every issue of SPPQ is now on-line in pdf format, accessible free of charge to 
SPPQ subscribers and those whose university libraries subscribe.  Furthermore, non-subscribers may 
purchase a time-limited “research pass” for a reasonable price. 
 To access this archive, go to: http://sppq.press.uiuc.edu/sppqindex.html  and follow the links on 
the tables of contents to the articles. When you find an article you wish to view, click on the “view pdf” 
button at the bottom of its page.  If your library subscribes to SPPQ, you will be sent straight to the article 
in pdf format.  If your library does not subscribe (or if you are connecting from off campus), do one of the 
following: 
 1. If you are an individual SPPQ subscriber, set up a personal access account.  Simply register 
with SPPQ by using your personal subscription ID number, as shown on your journal mailing label (note: 
save your mailing envelope to get your subscriber number).  Alternatively, you can contact the SPPQ 
access helpdesk at sppq@merlyn.press.uiuc.edu and request your subscriber number. 
 2. If you are an institutional SPPQ subscriber, you should have already received access to full on-
line content automatically. Your on-campus computers can access the archive automatically through the 
use of institutional IP numbers and, therefore, your students and faculty do not need to login personally. 
If your institution subscribes to the paper journal but you find that you cannot access the full-text on-line 
version from your campus, please ask your librarian to fill out the Online IP Registration Form at 
http://sppq.press.uiuc.edu/ip_submit.html, which will add their institutional IP numbers to the SPPQ 
control system. 
 If you have any questions or difficulties accessing the State Politics and Policy Quarterly Archive, 
please contact the University of Illinois Press SPPQ help desk at: sppq@merlyn.press.uiuc.edu. 
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The Thicket at NCSL  

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 
 

 The National Conference of State Legislatures has established a blog, The Thicket at State 
Legislatures, about the legislative institution and federalism.  By and for legislative junkies, the blog 
includes these categories: American Democracy, Budgets, Congress, Courts and Legislatures, Elections, 
Ethics, Executives and Legislatures, Federalism, Initiative and Referendum, Leadership, Legislation, 
Legislative Culture, Legislative Staff, Legislators, Media, NCSL, Redistricting, and Term Limits. 
 
 

Visiting Scholars Program  
APSA CENTENNIAL CENTER 

 
 The Centennial Center for Political Science and Public Affairs can be an invaluable resource to 
political and social scientists.  The Center has space for hosting 10 scholars for extended periods of time, 
ranging from weeks to months. Space for shorter "drop-in" stays is also available. Scholars are expected 
to pursue their own research and teaching projects and contribute to the intellectual life of the residential 
community by sharing their work with Center colleagues in occasional informal seminars. 
 Located within the Association's headquarters building near Dupont Circle, with easy access to 
the Washington Metro system, the Center offers visiting scholars furnished work space, telephone, fax, 
personal computers, Internet connection, conference space, a reference library, and library access at the 
George Washington University. Scholars are responsible for securing their own housing, but the Center 
will make every effort to assist scholars in locating suitable accommodations. 
 Eligibility is limited to APSA members. Senior or junior faculty members, post-doctoral fellows, 
and advanced graduate students are strongly encouraged to apply.  The Center also has a limited 
number of funding opportunities to support scholars working at the Centennial Center or other research 
locations.  Full details on the Center and the Visiting Scholars Program, including an application form, 
can be found online at www.apsanet.org/centennialcenter. Scholars may also call 202-483-2512 or email 
to center@apsanet.org. 
 

Visiting Scholars Program 
CARL ALBERT CENTER 

 
 The Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma seeks 
applicants for its Visiting Scholars Program, which provides financial assistance to researchers working 
at the Center's archives. Awards of $500 - $1000 are normally granted as reimbursement for travel and 
lodging.  
 The Center's holdings include the papers of many former members of Congress, such as Robert 
S. Kerr, Fred Harris, and Speaker Carl Albert of Oklahoma; Helen Gahagan Douglas and Jeffery 
Cohelan of California; Richard Armey of Texas; and Neil Gallagher of New Jersey.  
 Besides the history of Congress, congressional leadership, national and Oklahoma politics, and 
election campaigns, the collections also document government policy affecting agriculture, Native 
Americans, energy, foreign affairs, the environment, the economy, and other areas.  
 Topics that can be studied include the Great Depression, flood control, soil conservation, and 
tribal affairs. At least one collection provides insight on women in American politics. Most materials date 
from the 1920s to the 1970s.  
 The Center's archives are described at http://www.ou.edu/carlalbertcenter/archives/. 
 The Visiting Scholars Program is open to any applicant. Emphasis is given to those pursuing 
postdoctoral research in history, political science, and other fields. Graduate students involved in 
research for publication, thesis, or dissertation are encouraged to apply. Interested undergraduates and 
lay researchers are also invited to apply. The Center evaluates each research proposal based upon its 
merits, and funding for a variety of topics is expected.  
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 No standardized form is needed for application. Instead, a series of documents should be sent to 
the Center, including:  (1)  a description of the research proposal in fewer than 1000 words; (2)  a 
personal vita; (3)  an explanation of how the Center's resources will assist the researcher; (4)  a budget 
proposal; and (5)  a letter of reference from an established scholar in the discipline attesting to the 
significance of the research. Applications are accepted at any time. 
 For more information, please contact:  Archivist, Carl Albert Center, 630 Parrington Oval, Room 
101, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 73019.  Telephone: (405) 325-5835.  FAX: (405) 325-6419.  
Email: cacarchives@ou.edu 
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