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Act of Congress: How America’s Essential Institution Works, and How It Doesn’t, Robert G. Kaiser, 2013, Knopf, 
$27.95, paper, 416 pages. 
 
In Act of Congress, the reader is transported back to 2008 when the United States was in the middle of the biggest 
economic crisis since the Great Depression. Throughout the book, Kaiser eloquently illustrates the political dynamics 
that had to be navigated in order for the Dodd-Frank financial reform bill to be passed. Kaiser opens our eyes to the 
wheeling and dealing in Washington, D.C. that happens behind closed doors.  One of the elements that makes 
Kaiser’s work so special is the unparalleled access he obtained to key players in the policy process. Readers are taken 
to Nancy Pelosi’s office on September 28, 2008 when Hank Paulson and Ben Bernanke told the group just how bad 
the economy was and demanded that action be taken.  Kaiser creates deep biographical histories, from Congressman 
Barney Frank and Senator Chris Dodd to staff members Mary Friend (chief Counsel to the Senate Banking Committee) 
and Jeanne Roslanowick (Frank’s staff director for the Financial Services Committee), both of whom played an 
integral part in making the bill come to fruition. 

Kaiser also paints the picture of how a major bill like Dodd-Frank can be guided through the legislative process in the 
modern day Congress.  First, Kaiser discusses how many within the federal government knew about the fact that AIG 
was giving $165 million in bonuses to the very same employees that caused the company to collapse, as AIG 
disclosed this information to the Securities Exchange Commission a year prior.  Kaiser then looks at how Congress 
deals with complex bills like the Dodd-Frank bill, which is more than 1,500 pages. Kaiser stresses the importance of 
staff behind the scenes and their ability to reach out to staff of other members in order to gain a compromise.  The 
reader is given insight into the frustration of Senator Dodd, who tried throughout the entire process to gain a 
Republican co-sponsor of the bill, but was ultimately unable to do so.  However, the relationships that were built 
ultimately proved to be extremely important in the passage of the bill. 

Kaiser further describes how different Congress has become in the last few decades with increasing partisanship 
pervading the institution. In the House, with the increasing number of safe districts, more and more members do not 
have to worry about compromising with the other political party on important political issues. Senator Dodd recalls a 
Senate where everyone worked together on policy issues, as opposed to the situation today where senators are 
more eager to produce sound-bites that will be picked up by the media.  

Kaiser also details the important role of lobbying in the process of crafting the Dodd-Frank bill.  The American 
Bankers Association, the National Auto Dealers Association, the Mortgage Bankers Association, and the American 
Financial Services Association all used their influence and lobbying tactics to attempt to shape the end product of the 
financial regulation bill. Kaiser even points out how the influence of the big banks affected the bill, as the end bill did 
not ultimately completely change the financial industry or break up the big banks, as many had desired. Despite 
these concessions, the big banks still unsuccessfully lobbied to Republican Minority Leader Mitch McConnell to try to 
halt the passage of the bill.  

Kaiser concludes his book by stressing that even though the Dodd-Frank bill is only a case study of how the U.S. 
Congress can work, many factors that affected the passage of the Dodd-Frank bill (i.e. the tireless work of co-
sponsors, the integral role of congressional staff members, the importance of public opinion) can also be applied to 
all pieces of major legislation before Congress. However, even though the book is an example of Congress working, 
Kaiser argues that the system is still broken, because members within Congress are far more concerned about politics 
than policymaking. All in all, Kaiser’s book is a rich text that is filled with valuable information on how so many stars 
had to align for Congress to pass a historical piece of legislation, the Dodd-Frank bill. Kaiser’s access to key political 
players helps the reader gain insights into congressional politics behind closed doors.  

Jessica Jatkowski, MSA 
OU Poll, Political Science Department 

University of Oklahoma 
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Ambition, Competition, and Electoral Reform: The Politics of Congressional Elections Across Time, Jamie L. Carson 
and Jason M. Roberts, 2013, University of Michigan Press, ISBN 9780472118649, $60.00, cloth, 171 pages. 
 
When one thinks of congressional elections in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, one thinks first of a 
system run by self-interested party barons making decisions in smoke-filled rooms, and second of that system being 
overcome by progressive reformers seeking to fight fraud and deliver more decision-making control to voters. Stories 
of this sort are so powerful, it seems, that much analysis of the forces that shape candidate emergence, voting 
behavior, and outcomes fails to examine this era empirically. We regularly see studies that reach back into electoral 
history to tackle key phenomena such as candidate quality or the incumbency advantage, but that reach extends, 
typically, only back to the end of World War 2.  Ambition, Competition, and Electoral Reform is, at its core, an 
impressive and detailed effort to offer a corrective. In their look at House races between 1872 and 1944, authors 
Carson and Roberts reveal that many modern findings on what separates winners from losers in congressional 
elections are just as applicable (and in some cases even more so) to contests over a century old as they are to 
contests today.  
 
Much of this book tackles the potential importance of candidate quality and emergence in a pre-World War 2 
electoral world. Given the incentives party leaders offered to potential congressional candidates in the late 
nineteenth century, the authors argue experienced candidates should have been lured into running without fear of 
an electoral loss ruining their career trajectory.  However, reforms such as the Australian ballot and the direct 
primary might have altered such an electoral calculus over time.  
 
To explore these theories further, Carson and Roberts go to great lengths to research the quality of House candidates 
across the 70+ years of elections under examination. Relying on data from biographical directories, websites, 
newspapers, historical societies, and even online genealogical tools, the authors are able to illustrate the surprisingly 
high quality of candidates running in an era in which parties dominated the process. They then go on to show that 
quality candidate emergence in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was shaped by factors such as 
incumbent presence and previous vote margins, much as it was across the latter half of the twentieth century. The 
relationship between economic situations, the direct primary, and quality candidate emergence is also explored. 
Here, the authors find quality challengers emerging when Gross National Product growth is high and the challenger's 
party is in the majority. The authors also reveal that the direct primary affected quality challenger emergence across 
both parties and in both types of contests (open seat and against an incumbent). The effects of candidate quality and 
ballot reform on electoral outcomes are then explored; Carson and Roberts find that an advantage in candidate 
quality matters, as do some types of ballots. 
 
The authors also endeavor to determine whether or not an incumbency advantage existed and flourished across the 
same late nineteenth/early twentieth century period explored in earlier chapters. They reveal that the "collision rate" 
between incumbents and high quality challengers was higher in the late nineteenth century than at any time later 
than that, but lower at many points in the early twentieth century than in an era (post-1964) that some have argued 
was the period in which the incumbency advantage took root. Carson and Roberts also show that ballot type and the 
presence or absence of a direct primary also shaped the state of affairs for an incumbent running for reelection 
between 1872 and 1944.  
 
This work by Carson and Roberts will appeal greatly to those interested in congressional elections and those 
interested in American political development. Ambition, Competition, and Electoral Reform extends the reach of 
what we know about candidate quality and incumbency to a period of time in our electoral history often only 
covered anecdotally. Moreover, the book delves deeply into the effects caused by reforms such as primaries and 
ballot types, offering an interesting "before and after" look at why some might run for and hold onto elected office. 
Not to be overlooked as well is the construction of a dataset on candidates of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries that should continue to further our knowledge on this time period in years to come.  

 
Tyler Johnson 

Assistant Professor of Political Science 
University of Oklahoma 
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Congress: A Performance Appraisal, Andrew J. Taylor, 2013, Westview Press, ISBN 9780813345727, $37.00, paper, 
262 pages.  
 
Those in the community of congressional scholars know well the awkward conversations to be had about 
congressional performance. You know, the ones when you are talking with someone—a fellow parent on the 
sidelines of a youth sporting event, a new acquaintance in your neighborhood, or even the person cutting your hair—
and the questions move past your job as a political science professor to the topic of your research and teaching. 
“American national government, especially Congress,” I usually say. What people then say is typically very critical of 
Congress and of people in Congress. As Andrew Taylor writes in this excellent book, Congress: A Performance 
Appraisal, the specific opinions regarding what is wrong with Congress vary from notions of the selfish nature of 
politicians to problems with the parties, to disagreement with policies passed, to the institution itself.  Senators and 
Members of Congress need “to just do their jobs” is an oft-made comment.  Congress is shellacked generally by 
everyone, as evidenced by the public opinion data Taylor shows in chapter one.  Is this a fair appraisal?  It might be, 
but probably not; such negativity can snowball from untested comments, generalities, and cynicism.  Enter Professor 
Andrew Taylor with his impressively thorough work appraising the U.S. Congress.  

The book aims to provide a comprehensive performance appraisal by examining several areas of legislative work: 
representation, rules and procedures, organizational structure, inter-branch relations, and performance outputs.  In 
chapter two of the book, in order to get at these areas, Taylor first develops, quite meticulously, six aspirations of 
congressional performance: a robust representative democracy (chapter three); a transparent, accessible, and 
trustworthy legislature (chapter four); desirable principles of organization (chapter five); a healthy legislative process 
(chapter six); effective policy (chapter seven); and vigorous checking and balancing (across branches, chapter eight).  
He then develops numerous benchmarks for each of the aspirations with which to carefully measure performance 
(and indeed to appraise the Congress).  Chapter nine brings it all together in a sort of meta-appraisal of Congress. 
Taylor finds that, while Congress has areas where it falls short, the majority of benchmarks are met by Congress; it is 
an institution that is performing at a fairly high standard.  In terms of areas of improvement where the benchmarks 
were not meant (such as too infrequent of turnover in the membership), Taylor suggests reforms, such as public 
financing of elections, noisome House rules, and Senate holds.  

This book stands strong to criticism for several reasons. First, Taylor approaches his definitions, aspirations, 
benchmarks, and measurement in a more balanced way than does, say, Louis Fisher in his book, On Appreciating 
Congress: The People’s Branch.  Tayor's thorough approach makes his own suggestions for reform seem more valid 
than the normatively-charged works out there on Congress and the presidency.  Second, Taylor does a fantastic job in 
developing scores of benchmarks to test how Congress is doing across the multitude of legislative aspirations that he 
developed.  This approach makes his results seem more believable and makes the work replicable in most ways.  
Third, Taylor turns to a comparative perspective at several points in the book to help him (and the readers) 
appreciate how Congress compares to other national legislatures. This strategy helps give the book perspective and 
leverage at several key junctures.  While the book is generally well done, there is one area of concern.  In one of the 
chapters on legislative performance, counting outputs is very tricky because of the increasing size of legislation 
(omnibus bills).  Taylor acknowledges this fact on pages 145-146, yet he does not deal with the issue apart from 
showing that it makes analyses of productivity difficult to conduct.  This is just one minor quibble, to be sure, and the 
book is quite strong otherwise.  It is a book that I will now use in my undergraduate and graduate courses on 
Congress as a launch pad for productive and specific debate on how Congress is doing and where it needs to 
improve. Aside from teaching, this book belongs in the library of any legislative scholar and those steeped in 
legislative process in Washington as well. 

Glen S. Krutz 
Associate Director, Carl Albert Center  

University of Oklahoma 
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Congress and the Politics of Problem Solving, E. Scott Adler and John D. Wilkerson, 2012, Cambridge University 
Press, ISBN 978110767310, $29.99, paper, 246 pages.  
 
Contemporary accounts of a partisan, extremely polarized Congress depict a broken law-making institution defined 
by legislative gridlock; yet, important laws are still passed and public demands are met.  How can this be?  Congress 
and the Politics of Problem-Solving is an ambitious attempt to make sense of this apparent contradiction. 
 
The main crux of the book is that Congress is able to address salient issues and broad policy change because 
individual members collectively engage in problem-solving.  The authors do not argue against the idea that members 
of Congress are primarily motivated by reelection.  In fact, it is the drive for reelection that encourages individuals in 
Congress to act collectively.  According to the authors, “reelection-motivated lawmakers have incentives to respond 
to publicly salient events in a timely manner and ensure that existing government programs perform to the 
satisfaction of voters” (15).  The first section of the book provides a series of analyses involving public and elite 
surveys that support this statement.  In particular, the authors are able to demonstrate that incumbents are held 
accountable by the public for poor performance in Congress. 
 
If overall congressional performance is so important to the reelection prospects of individual members, how is 
collective problem-solving accomplished?  The authors pinpoint two key factors that facilitate problem-solving in 
Congress:  the committee system and compulsory legislation.  Members of Congress are very limited in terms of their 
capacity to respond to important issues.  Committees help to overcome this limitation by creating a division of labor 
and providing clear policy jurisdictions.  The authors also highlight how committee reforms in the postwar Congress 
have helped foster collective problem-solving. In a similar vein, the authors argue compulsory laws that must be 
continually reauthorized in future congresses have become a prominent feature of the contemporary Congress.  
Compulsory legislation enables collective problem-solving in Congress because individual members are forced to 
engage in important policy oversight and updating that may otherwise be overlooked given scarce agenda space.  
Short-term authorizations force members to invest in a given policy issue now and in the foreseeable, which helps 
members attend to issues important to the public.  In the words of the authors, “a central explanation for why short-
term expirations have been used with increasing frequency since the 1960s is to promote more regular reviews of 
policy effectiveness as a means to addressing problems before they become crises” (66).  Over the course of several 
chapters, the authors are able to demonstrate how the use of compulsory legislation and issue saliency successfully 
predicts bill sponsorship, statutory change, and cumulative policy change. This finding suggests attention to issues is 
problem-driven, rather than driven by preferences or party politics.   
 
The power of the book comes from the authors’ straightforward theory of how individual motivations for reelection 
force members of Congress to engage in collective problem-solving.  This theory is then supported by a multitude of 
data sources ranging from surveys of the general public to bill sponsorship and even data on roll call voting and issue 
attention.  Overall, Congress and the Politics of Problem-Solving is an important work because it gives us a fresh take 
on the well-established research area of congressional performance by focusing on policy content and institutional 
structure.   
 

Tyler Hughes 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma  
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Early Start: Preschool Politics in the United States, Andrew Karch, 2013, University of Michigan Press, ISBN 
9780472118724, $60.00, cloth, 274 pages.  
 
In his 2013 State of the Union Address, President Obama proposed working with the states to ensure that high-
quality preschool was made available to every child in America.  The fact that President Obama put forth proposal in 
a venue with such high visibility has brought a renewed focus to the issue of early childhood education.  In light of 
this increased attention, Early Start: Preschool Politics in the United States could hardly have come at a more 
opportune time.  
 
Whereas most contemporary scholarly work takes the form of policy evaluation and analysis—attempting to 
determine the effectiveness of current programs and providing recommendations for future directions—Karch 
presents a political analysis of the topic.  More specifically, drawing on historical records and other data sources, 
Karch analyzes the role that political factors have played in shaping early childhood education and leading to our 
current system, one characterized by significant fragmentation both across levels of government and between the 
public and private sectors.  Throughout his analysis Karch identifies three major concepts that help explain how our 
system of early childhood education has developed its distinctive fragmentation: Critical junctures, venue shopping, 
and policy feedback. 
 
Karch identifies President Nixon’s 1971 veto of the Comprehensive Child Development Act as a critical juncture in 
shaping early childhood education policy.  Had it been signed into law, this legislation would have provided a variety 
of services—educational, health, and others—to young children who met the eligibility criteria.  Many supporters of 
this legislation viewed it as laying the groundwork for a federally-provided, universal preschool program.  The 
Comprehensive Child Development Act passed each chamber of Congress by comfortable margins, but it was met 
with Nixon’s veto pen when it reached his desk.  The inability of Congress to override the presidential veto required 
early childhood education supporters to rethink their strategy for achieving their desired policy outcomes. 
 
Karch describes how, in response to Nixon’s veto, the early childhood coalition turned to other institutional 
settings—primarily the states—in efforts to achieve their goals.  That is, they engaged in venue shopping.  At least in 
the short term, this strategy proved quite successful as many states initiated preschool policies and established 
offices of child development.  In addition, early childhood education supporters also had several smaller successes at 
the federal level, including expansion of the Child and Dependent Care tax credit and the solidification of Head Start.   
 
Although these policy changes helped early childhood education supporters achieve long-desired goals, Karch 
incisively demonstrates how they laid the foundation for the significant fragmentation of the current system and, 
ultimately, made it more difficult for supporters of early childhood education to achieve their ultimate goal of 
universal, high-quality programs.  As policy victories at the state and federal levels began to produce tangible 
benefits, supportive constituencies formed around each policy.  This form of policy feedback helped solidify the 
fragmentation that characterizes our country’s contemporary early childhood education policy while simultaneously 
rendering any centralized reform effort less likely to succeed. 
 
By itself, Karch’s detailed history of the evolution of early childhood policy in the United States represents an 
impressive contribution to scholarship on the topic.  More than that, though, Karch’s detailed analysis of previous 
efforts to develop and reform early childhood policy provides important insight into the likely hurdles that future 
reform efforts will face.  As such, this lucid and well-researched book is clearly a valuable resource for scholars, 
advocates, and policymakers alike.  
  

Deven Carlson 
Assistant Professor of Political Science 

University of Oklahoma 
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Gerald R. Ford: An Honorable Life, James Cannon, 2013, University of Michigan Press, ISBN 9780472116041, $35.00, 
cloth, 482 pages.  
 
Gerald R. Ford ascended to the presidency in an unprecedented manner during one of the most turbulent political 
periods in the modern era.  James Cannon, the former domestic policy adviser to Ford, recounts the former 
president’s extraordinary life in stunning detail.  The story told about this reluctant president is interesting in its own 
right; however, Cannon’s insight into the Ford presidency also provides important lessons for political science and the 
study of the executive branch. 

 
Part one of the book tells how Ford first learned Nixon was resigning and that House Minority Leader Ford would be 
the next president of the United States.  More importantly, Cannon explains Ford’s initial reluctance toward the 
presidency, and the personal friendship between Ford and Nixon.  Part 1 also illuminates the uphill battle faced by 
Ford in terms of dealing with the political fallout of the Watergate Scandal and the handling of the difficult staff and 
administrative transitions following Nixon’s resignation – all of which had important repercussions on the Ford 
presidency.   
 
Part two details the childhood and early political career of Gerald Ford.  A number of seemingly benign, yet 
important, events depict how Ford grew to be the man who took on the political machines of western Michigan and 
later rose to be the leader of the Republican Party in the U.S. House.  This was a man who never dreamt of being 
president; his greatest aspiration was Speaker of the House.   
 
Part three explains the difficult transitions and political decisions faced by Ford and his staff during his time as 
president.  Ford came into an environment of entrenched Nixon staffers who made the transition period more than 
challenging, which greatly affected Ford’s ability to assert control early in his presidency.  The biggest hurdle faced by 
Ford was the specter left behind by Watergate.  Beginning with Ford’s decision to pardon Nixon, the author describes 
many of the president’s trying political decisions such as Vietnam, the fight over U.S. energy policy, and the many 
confrontations faced in Congress.  The final chapters of the book describe Ford’s election campaign against Jimmy 
Carter.  These pages depict the difficulties posed during the nomination process and the election that Ford says he 
lost more than Jimmy Carter won. 

 
Cannon’s close relationship with Ford comes to life on the pages of the book, which is both detailed and easily 
accessible.  This book also offers insight into the study of the presidency through its detailed account of staff 
interactions and the numerous exogenous and endogenous contextual factors that affected Ford’s term in office.   
Moreover, Ford’s relationship with Congress and his exchanges with congressional leaders provide an interesting 
context for comparison to today’s deeply partisan and polarized Congress.  Overall, Gerald R. Ford:  An Honorable Life 
is a fascinating look into the life of one of the least understood presidents in the modern era.   
 

Tyler Hughes 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma  
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Women in the Club: Gender and Policy Making in the Senate, Michele L. Swers, 2013, University of Chicago Press, 
ISBN 9780226022826, $30.00, paper, 314 pages. 
 
The absence of women serving on the Senate Judiciary Committee during the emotive Supreme Court nomination 
hearing of Clarence Thomas resulted in a large electoral increase of women in the U.S. Congress in 1992, the notable 
Year of the Woman. While the number of women serving in Congress has increased markedly over the last few 
decades, improving the diversity of descriptive representation, much debate surrounds the substantive impact these 
women have had on the legislative process and policy outcomes. Due to the paucity of women in the national 
legislature, early scholarly work devoted to gender and politics focused heavily on the influence of women in state 
legislatures and, to a lesser extent, the House of Representatives. Women in the Club: Gender and Policy Making in 
the Senate is the first comprehensive study of the impact of gender on the legislative activity of U.S. senators. 

Employing a wide range of methodological techniques, Swers systematically analyzes the effect that women have on 
legislative deliberations and policy outputs in the Senate by studying gender differences in senators’ lawmaking 
activities. Specifically, Swers examines the sponsorship and cosponsorship records of senators on a variety of 
women’s issue legislation. In addition, Swers explores the role of gender and women’s rights concerns in the key 
battles over President Bush’s Supreme Court nominees John Roberts and Samuel Alito. Further, Swers examines the 
gendered aspects of senators’ amendments and floor speeches on defense policy initiatives. 

In chapters two and three of Women in the Club, Swers focuses her analysis on whether female senators are more 
committed to pursuing policies related to women, children, and families than are their male partisan colleagues. 
Swers demonstrates that, due to institutional constraints, all senators, regardless of gender, are policy generalists 
with legislative proposals on women’s issues as part of their agenda. Swers’s research does, however, reveal 
prevailing gender differences surrounding the extent of senators’ advocacy for legislation that focuses specifically on 
women’s rights.  

Chapter four examines whether and how gender influenced senators’ support for the nominations of John Roberts 
and Samuel Alito to the Supreme Court. While institutional and partisan constraints were much more determinative 
of senators’ votes on nominees, particularly in the increasingly polarized political atmosphere, Swears finds that 
gender does influence senators’ explanations of their votes in floor debate.  

Taking into account the gender-based assumption that women officeholders are less likely to support increases in 
defense spending and deployment of troops, chapter five explores the impact of gender on senators’ defense policy 
proposals. Swers ultimately finds that gender had no independent impact on senators’ votes on the resolution 
authorizing war in Iraq and that all senators are more active proponents of “soft” rather than “hard” defense 
legislative initiatives.   

Women in the Club offers a carefully nuanced analysis of the impact of gender in the Senate. Swers successfully 
avoids presenting female senators as a unified homogenous group by exploring the unique opportunities and 
obstacles encountered by liberal, moderate, and conservative women in both the majority and minority parties. The 
true potency of Women in the Club is Swers’s thorough examination of the impact of gender on the legislative activity 
of senators as well as her detailed theoretical elucidations of electoral institutions and legislative behavior, making it 
a highly accessible read, even for those with little prior knowledge of legislative or gender studies. 

Victoria A. Rickard 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
 
 
 

Return to Book List 



 
    APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2013, Journal Articles            Page 1 of 8 
 
 
 

        
 

 
  
Volume 36, Number 2, July 2013 

 
  

 
 

 
This section is meant to provide LSS members with the basic citation information about recent 
journal articles dealing with legislatures. The source for this information is Cambridge Scientific 
Abstracts' database, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, using the query: KW= congress OR 
parliament OR legislative. The report is arranged in alphabetical order by journal name. 
 
 

Journal Author Title of Article 
American Behavioral Scientist 
56.12 (Dec 2012): 1612-1630 

Jacobson, Gary C. The Electoral Origins of Polarized Politics: 
Evidence From the 2010 Cooperative 
Congressional Election Study 

American Journal of Political 
Science 57.2 (Apr 2013): 326-341 

Volden, Craig; Wiseman, Alan 
E.; Wittmer, Dana E. 

When Are Women More Effective 
Lawmakers Than Men? 

American Politics Research 40.4 
(Jul 2012): 603-635 

Berger, Lars Guns, Butter, and Human Rights-The 
Congressional Politics of U.S. Aid to Egypt 

American Politics Research 40.4 
(Jul 2012): 737-763 

Basinger, Scott; Mak, Maxwell The Changing Politics of Supreme Court 
Confirmations 

American Politics Research 40.5 
(Sep 2012): 769-804 

Bailey, Michael A. Tea Party Influence: A Story of Activists and 
Elites 

American Politics Research 40.5 
(Sep 2012): 844-879 

Nyhan, Brendan; McGhee, 
Eric; Sides, John, Masket, 
Seth; Greene, Steven 

One Vote Out of Step? The Effects of 
Salient Roll Call Votes in the 2010 Election 

American Politics Research 40.5 
(Sep 2012): 880-902 

Evans, Kevin; Peterson, Rolfe; 
Hadley, Nathan 

Principled or Opportunist? Perceptions of 
Arlen Specter and His Party Switch During 
the 2010 Midterm Election 

American Politics Research 40.5 
(Sep 2012): 903-926 

Konisky, David M.; 
Richardson, Lilliard E. 

Penalizing the Party: Health Care Reform 
Issue Voting in the 2010 Election 

American Politics Research 40.5 
(Sep 2012): 927-945 

Koger, Gregory; Lebo, 
Matthew J. 

Strategic Party Government and the 2010 
Elections 

Australian Journal of Political 
Science 47.3 (Sep 2012): 441-
454 

Ghazarian, Zareh 
 

The Changing Type of Minor Party Elected 
to Parliament: The Case of the Australian 
Senate from 1949-2010 

Australian Journal of Political 
Science 47.3 (Sep 2012): 491-
505 

Evans, Glynn; Hill, Lisa The Electoral and Political Implications of 
Reserved Seats for Indigenous Australians 

British Journal of Politics & 
International Relations 14.3 (Aug 
2012): 441-457 

Chaney, Paul Critical Actors vs. Critical Mass: The 
Substantive Representation of Women in 
the Scottish Parliament 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
British Politics 7.4 (Dec 2012): 
314-340 

Lovenduski, Joni Prime Minister’s Questions as Political 
Ritual 

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 91-116 

Moore, Scott t. Colorado: A New Chapter in its Perpetual 
Recovery 

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 140-160 

Kinney, Richard Is Idaho Making Progress After 2 Years of 
Budget Restrictions? 

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 161-181 

Greene, Jeffrey D. The Montana 2013 Biennium Budget 

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 182-198 

Morin, Robert P Nevada 2011: Budget Crisis and Political 
Deadlock 

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 199-212 

Stabrowski, Donald Oregon, 2011, Budgeting in Difficult Times 

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 213-243 

Huefner, Robert Paul Utah 2011: Crisis – Don’t Go Home Without 
It?  

California Journal of Politics and 
Policy 4.3 (Oct 2012): 244-248 

Holland, Jenny L.; Benjamin, 
Francis 

No New Gimmicks: Continued Budget 
Challenges in Washington State 

Columbia Law Review 112.7 (Nov 
2012): 1551-1584 

Rutherglen, George The Thirteenth Amendment, The Power of 
Congress, And the Shifting Sources of Civil 
Rights Law 

Comparative Political Studies 
45.8 (Aug 2012): 1027-1058 

Yadav, Vineeta Legislative Institutions and Corruption in 
Developing Country Democracies 

Comparative Political Studies 
46.3 (Mar 2013): 352-386 

Belchior, Ana Maria Explaining Left-Right Party Congruence 
Across European Party Systems: A Test of 
Micro-, Meso-, and Macro-Level Models 

Congress & the Presidency 39.3 
(Sep 2012): 229-253 

Aldrich, John H.; Perry Brittany 
N.; Rohde, David W. 

House Appropriations After the Republican 
Revolution 

Congress & the Presidency 39.3 
(Sep 2012): 254-269 

Lazarus, Jeffrey; Glas, Jeffrey; 
Barbieri, Kyle T. 

Earmarks and Elections to the U.S. House 
of Representatives 

Congress & the Presidency 39.3 
(Sep 2012): 270-296 

Burgin, Eileen Congress, Health Care Reform, and 
Reconciliation 

Congress & the Presidency 40.1 
(Jan 2013): 1-26 

Larsen-Price, Heather A.; 
Rutledge, Paul 

Follow the Leader: Issue-Dependent 
Representation in American Political 
Institutions 

Congress & the Presidency 40.1 
(Jan 2013): 41-60 

Tama, Jordan From Private Consultation to Public 
Crusade: Assessing Eisenhower’s 
Legislative Strategies on Foreign Policy 

Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of 
Post-Soviet Democratization 20.4 
(Oct 2012): 325-344 

Marat, Erica Kyrgystan: A Parliamentary System Based 
on Inter-Elite Consensus 

Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of 
Post-Soviet Democratization 21.1 
(Jan 2013): 59-88 

Ross, Cameron; Turovsky, 
Rostislav 

The Representation of Political and 
Economic Elites in the Russian Federation 
Council 

East European Politics and 
Societies 26.3 (Aug 2012): 538-
560 

Semenova,Elena Patterns of Parliamentary Representation 
and Careers in Ukraine: 1990-2007 

Environmental Politics 21.6 (Nov 
2012): 987-993 

Hayes, Graeme The French Greens in the 2012 presidential 
and legislative elections 

European Foreign Affairs Review 
18.1 (Feb 2013): 81-102 

Wisniewski, Elisabeth The Influence of the European Parliament 
on the European External Action Service 

European Journal of Law Reform 
14. 2-3 (Aug 2012) 

Fa’asau, Mary Victoria Petelo Challenges Faced by Legislative Drafters in 
Samoa and Other USP Member Countries 

European Journal of Law Reform 
14.2-3 (Aug 2012) 

Hashim, Noor Azlina Consultation: A Contribution to Efficiency of 
Drafting Process in Malaysia 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
European Journal of Law Reform 
14.2-3 (Aug 2012) 

Ikiriza, Ruth Instructions to Draft Legislation. A Study on 
Legislative Drafting Process in Rwanda  

European Journal of Law Reform 
14.2-3 (Aug 2012) 

Munyangabe, Froduard Legal Meaning in the Interpretation of 
Multilingual Legislations. Comparative 
Analysis of Rwanda, Canada and Ireland 

European Journal of Law Reform 
14.2-3 (Aug 2012) 

Omal, Isabel Scrutiny of Legislation in Uganda: A Case 
for Reform 

European Journal of Political 
Research 52.2 (Mar 2013): 237-
263 

Bolleyer, Nicole; Trumm, Siim; 
Banducci, Susan A. 

Towards an Organisational Perspective on 
Party Punding: Explaining Financial 
Transfers from MEPs to their National 
Parties 

European Journal of Political 
Research 52.3 (May 2013): 390-
418 

Vliegenthart, Rens; Walgrave, 
Stefaan; Zicha, Brandon 

How Preferences, Information and 
Institutions Interactively Drive Agenda-
setting: Questions in the Belgian Parliament, 
1993-2000 

European Law Journal 19.1 (Jan 
2013): 76-92 

Alemanno, Alberto; Meuwese, 
Anne 

Impact Assessment of EU Non-Legislative 
Rulemaking: The Missing Link in ‘New 
Comitology’ 

European Law Journal 19.3 (May 
2013: 382-403 

Kaeding, Michael; Hardacre, 
Alan 

The European Parliament and the Future of 
Comitology after Lisbon 

European Union Politics 13.4 
(Dec 2012): 465-486 

Lindstadt, Rene; Slapin 
Jonathan B.; Wielen,Ryan J. 
Vander 

Adaptive Behavior in the European 
Parliament: Learning to Balance Competing 
Demands 

European Union Politics 13.4 
(Dec 2012): 487-512 

Finke, Daniel Proposal Stage Coalition-building in the 
European Parliament 

European Union Politics 13.4 
(Dec 2012): 513-534 

De Leon, Cesar Garcia Perez Does Implicit Voting Matter? Coalitional 
Bargaining in the EU Legislative Process 

European Union Politics 13.4 
(Dec 2012): 604-625 

Konig, Thomas; Luig, Bernd Party Ideology and Legislative Agendas: 
Estimating Contextual Policy Positions for 
the Study of EU Decision-making 

European Union Politics 14.1 
(Mar 2013): 3-22 

Walczak, Agnieszka; van der 
Brug Wouter 

Representation in the European Parliament: 
Factors Affecting Congruence of Voters and 
Candidates in the EP Elections 

European Union Politics 14.1 
(Mar 2013): 70-94 

Cross, James P. Everyone’s a Winner (Almost): Bargaining 
Success in the Council of Ministers of the 
European Union 

Foreign Policy Analysis 9.1 (Jan 
2013): 79-102 

Mack, W.R.; DeRouen, Karl; 
Lanoue, David 

Foreign Policy Votes and Presidential 
Support in Congress 

French Politics 10.4 (Dec 2012): 
383-388 

Foucault, Martial Looking Back on the Forecasting of the 
French Legislative Election 

French Politics 11.1 (Apr 2013): 
1-23 

Brack, Nathalie; Costa, Olivier The Challenges of Territorial Representation 
at the Supranational Level: The Case of 
French MEPs 

Government Information 
Quarterly 29.3 (Jul 2012): 424-
428 

Relyea, Harold C. Across the Hill: The Congressional 
Research Service and Providing Research 
for Congress—Considering the Future 

Harvard Journal on Legislation 
49.2 (Jul 2012): 249-301 

Cuellar, Mariano-Florentino Earmarking Earmarking 

Harvard Journal on Legislation 
50-1 (Jan 2013): 1-19 

Shaheen, Senator Jeanne Gridlock Rules, Why We Need Filibuster 
Reform in the U.S. Senate 

Harvard Journal on Legislation 
50.1 (Jan 2013): 21-40 

J Snowe, Olympia The Effect of Modern Partisanship on 
Legislative Effectiveness in the 112th 
Congress 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
International Political Science 
Review 34.1 (Jan 2013): 39-56. 

Macfarlane, Emmett Dialogue or Compliance? Measuring 
Legislatures’ Policy Responses to Court 
Rulings on Rights 

Journal of Common Market 
Studies 51.1 (Jan 2013): 85-104 

Brack, Nathalie Euroscepticism at the Supranational Level: 
The Case of the ‘Untidy Right’ in the 
European Parliament 

Journal of Common Market 
Studies 51.2 (Mar 2013): 298-315 

Sprungk, Carina Legislative Transposition of Directives: 
Exploring the Other Roll of National 
Parliaments in the  European Union 

Journal of Contemporary African 
Studies 30.3 (Jul 2012): 419-439 

Brierly, Sarah Party Unity and Presidential Dominance: 
Parliamentary Development in the Fourth 
Republic of Ghana 

Journal of Elections, Public 
Opinion and Parties 22.3 (Aug 
2012): 269-291 

Ehin, Piret; Solvak, Mihkel Party Voters Gone Astray: Explaining 
Independent Candidate Success in the 2009 
European Elections in Estonia 

Journal of European Public Policy 
20.1 (Jan 2013): 21-38 

Bache, Ian Measuring Quality of Life for Public Policy: 
An Idea Whose Time Has Come? Agenda-
setting Dynamics in the European Union  

Journal of Political Marketing 11.2 
(Jul 2012): 165-188  

Jones, Michael D.; Jorgensen, 
Paul D. 

Mind the Gap? Political Advertisements and 
Congressional Election Results 

Journal of Public Policy 33.1 (Apr 
2013): 3-33 

Boehmke, Frederick J.; 
Gailmard, Sean; Patty, John 
W. 

Business as Usual: Interest Group Access 
and Representation across Policy-making 
Venues 

Journal of Theoretical Polics 25.1 
(Jan 2013): 3-35 

Vander Wielen, Ryan J. Why Conference Committees? A Theory of 
Conference Use in Structuring Bicameral 
Agreement 

Journal of Women’s History 24.3 
(Oct 2012): 140-163 

Van Ingen, Linda “If We Can Nominate Her, She is a Cinch to 
Elect”: Helen Gahagan Douglas and the 
Gendered Politics of Accommodation, 1940-
1944 

Law and History Review 21.1 
(Feb 2013): 1-60 

Collins, Kristin A. 'Petitions without Number': Widows' 
Petitions and the Early Nineteenth-Century 
Origins of Public Marriage-Based 
Entitlements 

Law and History Review 21.1 
(Feb 2013): 101-138 

Hoyos, Roman J. The People's Privilege: The Franking 
Privilege, Constituent Correspondence, and 
Political Representation in Mid-Nineteenth 
Century America 

Law and History Review 21.1 
(Feb 2013): 139-198 

Jenkins, Jeffrey A.; Peck, 
Justin 

Building Toward Major Policy Change: 
congressional Act on Civil Rights, 1941–
1950 

Law and History Review 21.1 
(Feb 2013): 199-232 

Tennyson, Robert From Unanimity to Proportionality: Assent 
Standards and the Parliamentary Enclosure 
Movement 

Law & Society Review 47.1 (Mar 
2013): 199-228 

Blackstone, Bethany An Analysis of Policy-Based Congressional 
Responses to the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
Constitutional Decisions 

Law and History Review 31.1 
(Feb 2013): 101-138 

Hoyos, Roman J. The People’s Privilege: The Franking 
Privilege, Constituent Correspondence, and 
Political Representation in the Mid-
Nineteenth Century America 

Law and History Review 31.1 
(Feb 2013): 139-198 

Jenkins, Jeffery A.; Peck, 
Justin  

Building Toward Major Policy Change: 
Congressional Action on Civil Rights, 1941-
1950 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.3 
(Aug 2012): 355-388 

Couyoumdjian, Juan Pablo; 
Londregan, John Benedict 

Cultivating Votes in Rural Chile 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.3 
(Aug 2012): 389-396 

Desposata, Scott The Handbook of National Legislatures 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.4 
(Nov 2012): 409-436 

Woon, Jonathan; Anderson, 
Sarah 

Political Bargaining and the Timing of 
Congressional Appropriations 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.4 
(Nov 2012): 491-508 

Clark, Jennifer Hayes Examining Parties as Procedural Cartels: 
Evidence from the U.S. States 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.4 
(Nov 2012): 509-532 

Rogers, Steven The Responsiveness of Direct and Indirect 
Elections 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.4 
(Nov 2012): 533-558 

Cunow, Saul; Ames, Barry; 
Desposato, Scott; Renno, 
Lucio 

Reelection and Legislative Power: 
Surprising Results from Brazil 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 37.4 
(Nov 2012): 559-574 

Williams, Brian D. Institutional Change and Legislative Vote 
Consensus in New Zealand 

New Media & Society 15.1 (Feb 
2013): 52-71 

Williams, Christine B.; Gulati, 
Girish J. 

Social Networks in Political Campaigns: 
Facebook and the Congressional Elections 
of 2006 and 2008 

New Media & Society 15.1 (Feb 
2013): 72-92 

Hermans, Liesbeth; Vergeer, 
Maurice 

Personalization in E-campaigning: A Cross-
national Comparison of Personalization 
Strategies Used on Candidate Websites of 
17 Countries in EP Elections 2009 

New Media & Society 15.1 (Feb 
2013): 128-148 

Vergeer, Maurice, Hermans, 
Liesbeth; Cunha, Carlos 

Web Campaigning in the 2009 European 
Parliament Elections: A Cross-national 
Comparative Analysis 

New Political Science 34.4 (Dec 
2012): 549-563 

Schreiber Ronnee Mama Grizzlies Compete for Office 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 505-519 

Coghill, Ken; Lewis, Collene; 
Steinack, Katrin 

How Should Elected Members Learn 
Parliamentary Skills: An Overview 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 520-528 

Norton, Philip Effective Capacity Building: The Capacity to 
Do What 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 529-540 

Donohue, Ross; Holland, 
Peter 

Building Parliamentary Human Capital  

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 541-558 

Stenack, Katrin Between Apathy and Enthusiasm: An 
International Comparison of MPs’ Attitudes 
Towards Parliamentary Training 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 559-575 

Fox, Ruth; Korris, Matt A Fresh Start? The Orientation and 
Induction of New MPs at Westminster 
Following the 2010 General Election 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 593-607 

O’Brien Mitchell; Stapenhurst 
Rick; Prater, Brooke 

World Bank Institute’s Approach to 
Parliamentary Capacity Strengthening 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 608-627 

Simpamba, Elsie Assessment of the Levels of Knowledge, 
Skills and Abilities Held by Parliamentarians 
and the Determination of Training and 
Professional Development Needs-The 
Zambian Case 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 628-639 

Rozzoli, Kevin Assisting Parliamentarians to Develop Their 
Capacities: Experiences from Working in 
Indonesia and the South Pacific 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 658-671 

Goraya, Khan Ahmad Developing a Parliamentary Institute: Case 
Study of the Pakistan Institute for 
Parliamentary Services 

Parliamentary Affairs 65.3 (Jul 
2012): 688-698 

Markham, Susan Strengthening Women’s Roles in 
Parliaments 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
Parliamentary Affairs 66.1 (Jan 
2013): 197-212 

Murray, Rainbow Towards Parity Democracy? Gender in the 
2012 French Legislative Elections 

Peabody Journal of Education 
88.1 (Jan 2013): 22-36 

DeBray Elizabeth; 
Blankenship, Ann Elizabeth 

Future Policy Directions for Congress in 
Ensuring Equality of Opportunity: Toward 
Improved Incentives, Targeting, and 
Enforcement 

Policy Sciences 45.4 (Dec 2012): 
359-384 

Gruszczynski, Michael W.; 
Michaels, Sarah 

The Evolution of Elite Framing Following 
Enactment of Legislation 

Political Analysis 20.4 (Oct 2012): 
501-519 

Martin, Gregory J. Testing Theories of Congressional-
Presidential Interaction with Veto Override 
Rates 

Political Analysis 21.1 (Jan 2013): 
21-37 

Monogan, James E. A Case for Registering Studies of Political 
Outcomes: An Application in the 2010 
House Elections 

Political Research Quarterly 65.3 
(Sep 2012): 544-557 

Alvarez, R. Michael; Sinclair, 
Betsy 

Electoral Institutions and Legislative 
Behavior: The Effects of Primary Processes 

Political Research Quarterly 65.3 
(Sep 2012): 669-684 

Meagher, Erin Asher; Vander 
Wielen, Ryan J. 

The Effects of Party and Agenda Control: 
Assessing the Ideological Orientation of 
Legislation Directing Bureaucratic Behavior 

Political Research Quarterly 65.4 
(Dec 2012): 908-923 

McKay, Amy Buying Policy? The Effects of Lobbyists’ 
Resources on Their Policy Success 

Political Research Quarterly 65.4 
(Dec 2012): 938-951 

Ellis, Christopher Understanding Economic Biases in 
Representation: Income, Resources, and 
Policy Representation in the 110th House 

Political Research Quarterly 66.1 
(Mar 2013): 102-114 

Esterling, Kevin M.; Lazer, 
David M. J.; Neblo, Michael A. 

Connecting to Constituents: The Diffusion of 
Representation Practices among 
Congressional Websites 

Political Research Quarterly 66.1 
(Mar 2013): 127-140 

Minta, Michael D.; Sinclair-
Chapman, Valeria 

Diversity in Political Institutions and 
Congressional Responsiveness to Minority 
Interests 

Political Research Quarterly 66.1 
(Mar 2013): 154-166 

Basabe-Serrano, Santiago; 
Polga-Hecimovich, John 

Legislative Coalitions and Judicial Turnover 
under Political Uncertainty: The Case of 
Ecuador 

Political Studies 60.3 (Oct 2012): 
643-667 

Weale, Albert Debating Abortion, Deliberative Reciprocity 
and Parliamentary Advocacy 

Politics & Polity 40.6 (Dec 2012): 
1186-1202 

Anderson, Sarah E. Policy Domain-Specific Ideology: When 
Interest Group Scores Offer More Insight 

Politics 32.3 (Oct 2012): 220-230 Stockemer, Daniel; Praino, 
Rodrigo 

The Incumbency Advantage in the US 
Congress: A Roller-Coaster Relationship 

Politics 33.1 (Feb 2013): 19-27 Fogarty, Brian J.  National News Attention to the 106th Senate 
Polity (Basingstoke) 45.1 (Jan 
2013): 105-126 

Cohen, Jeffrey E.; Bond, Jon 
R.; Fleisher, Richard 

Placing Presidential-Congressional 
Relations in Context: A Comparison of 
Barack Obama and His Predecessors 

Public Administration 90.4 (Dec 
2012): 1000-1015 

Raudla, Ringa The Use of Performance Information in 
Budgetary Decision-Making By Legislators: 
Is Estonia Any Different? 

Public Administration 90.4 (Dec 
2012): 901-921 

Hazell, Robert; Bourke, 
Gabrielle; Worthy, Benjamin 

Open House? Freedom of Information and 
Its Impact on the UK Parliament 

Public Administration Quarterly 
36.3 (Oct 2012): 341-379 

Lee, Mordecai Toward Generalizating about Congressional 
Control Over Agency PR: The Failure of 
Spending Limits on Pentagon PR, 1951-
1959 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
Public Choice 152.1-2 (Jul 2012): 
147-161 
 

Grofman, Bernard Towards a theory of bicameralism: the 
neglected contributions of the calculus of 
consent 

Public Choice 153.1-2 (Oct 2012): 
171-190 

Sobel, Russell S.; Ryan, Matt 
E. 

Seniority and Anti-competitive Restrictions 
on the Legislative Common Pool: Tenure’s 
Impact on the Overall Production of 
Legislation and the Concentration of 
Political Benefits 

Public Choice 154.1-2 (Jan 
2013): 119-137 

de Figueiredo, John M.  Committee Jurisdiction, Congressional 
Behavior and Policy Outcomes 

Public Works Management & 
Policy 17.3 (Jul 2012): 217-237 

Sciara, Gian-Claudia Peering Inside the Pork Barrel: A Study of 
Congressional Earmarking in Transportation 

Revista Brasileira de Ciencias 
Sociais 27.80 (Oct 2012): 169-
184 

Diniz, Simone The Federal Senate and the Deliberation on 
International Acts in Brazilian 
Presidentialism 

Revists Mexicana de Sociologia 
74.4 (Oct 2012): 619-647 

Bejar Algazi, Luisa Who Legislates in Mexico? Decentralization 
and legislative process 

Scandinavian Political Science 
35.3 (Sep 2012): 179-197 

Christiansen, Flemming Juul; 
Pedersen, Rasmus Brun 

The Impact of the European Union on 
Coalition Formation in a Minority System: 
The Case of Denmark 

Schweizerische Zeitschrift fur 
Politikwissenschaft 18.3 (Sep 
2012): 352-370 

Heinsohn, Till; Freitag, Markus Institutional Foundations of Legislative 
Turnover: A Comparative Analysis of the 
Swiss Cantons 

Social Choice and Welfare 39.2-3 
(Jul 2012): 491-520 

Le Breton, Michel; Sudholter, 
Peter; Zaporozhets, Vera 

Sequential Legislative Lobbying 

Social Choice and Welfare 40.3 
(Mar 2013): 715-737 

De Sinopoli, Francesco; 
Ferraris, Leo; Iannantuoni, 
Giovanna 

Electing a Parliament 

Social Choice and Welfare 40.3 
(Mar 2013): 745-751 

Groseclose, Tim; Milyo, Jeffrey Sincere Versus Sophisticated Voting When 
Legislators Vote Sequentially 

Social Science Quarterly 93.5 
(Dec 2012): 1272-1294 

Rudalevige, Andrew "A Majority is the Best Repartee": Barack 
Obama and Congress, 2009-2012 

Social Science Quarterly 93.5 
(Dec 2012: 1295-1315 

Peake, Jeffrey S.; Krutz, Glen 
S.; Hughes, Tyler 

President Obama, the Senate, and the 
Polarized Politics of Treaty Making 

Social Science Quarterly 94.1 
(Mar 2013): 175-199 

Battista, James C. Financial Interests and Economic Diversity 
in State Legislatures 

South East Asia Research 20.4 
(Dec 2012): 551-568 
 

Sherlock, Stephen Made by Committee and Consensus: 
Parties and Policy in the Indonesian 
Parliament 

The Independent Review 17.2 
(Oct 2012): 219-225 

McCulloch, J Huston An Improved Balanced Budget Amendment 

The International Spectator 47.4 
(Dec 2012): 149-163 

Wouters, Jan; Raube, Kolja Seeking CSDP Accountability Through 
Interparliamentary Scrutiny 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
19.1 (Mar 2013): 22-41 

Miklin, Eric Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation in EU 
Affairs and the Austrian Parliament: 
Empowering the Opposition 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
19.1 (Mar 2013): 42-59 

Solvack, Mihkel Private Members’ Bills and the Personal 
Vote: Neither Selling nor Shaving 

The Journal of Legislative Studies 
19.1 (Mar 2013): 60-75 

Straus, Jacob R. Use of ‘Dear Colleague’ Letters in the US 
House of Representatives: A Study of 
Internal Communications 

The Journal of Mathematical 
Sociology 36.3 (Jul 2012): 183-
190 

Simkin, Mikhail V. Stochastic Modeling of Congress 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
The Journal of Politics 74.4 (Oct 
2012): 950-962 

Gillion, Daniel Q. Protest and Congressional Behavior: 
Assessing Racial and Ethnic Minority 
Protests in the District 

The Journal of Politics 75.1 (Jan 
2013): 137-149 

Micozzi, Juan Pablo Does Electoral Accountability Make a 
Difference? Direct Elections, Career 
Ambition, and Legislative Performance in 
the Argentine Senate 

The Journal of Politics 75.1 (Jan 
2013): 198-209 

Ramirez, Mark D. The Policy Origins of Congressional 
Approval 

The Journal of Politics 75.1 (Jan 
2013): 210-224 

Anzia, Sarah F.; Jackman, 
Molly C. 

Legislative Organization and the Second 
Face of Power: Evidence from U.S. State 
Legislatures 

The Journal of Politics 75.1 (Jan 
2013): 241-253 

Rocca, Michael S.; Gordon, 
Stacy B. 

Earmarks as a Means and an End: The Link 
between Earmarks and Campaign 
Contributions in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

The Political Quarterly 83.3 (Jul 
2012): 599-608 

Farrington, Conor Does it Matter if the House of Lords Isn’t 
Reformed? Perspectives from a Symposium 
at Trinity Hall, Cambridge 

The Political Quarterly 83.4 (Oct 
2012): 714-717 

Malley, Rosa Feeling at Home: Inclusion at Westminster 
and the Scottish Parliament 

The Political Quarterly 83.4 (Oct 
2012): 742-748 

Childs, Sarah; Evans, 
Elizabeth 

Out of the Hands of the Parties: Women’s 
Legislative Recruitment at Westminster 

The Political Quarterly 83.4 (Oct 
2012): 749-753 

Fox, Ruth Too Important to Leave to Parties: The 
Case for Constitutionalising Equal 
Representation 

The Social Science Journal 49.3 
(Sep 2012): 270-274 

Praino, Rodrigo; Stockemer, 
Daniel 

Tempus Edax Rerum: Measuring the 
Incumbency Advantage in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

The Social Science Journal 49.4 
(Dec 2012): 430-438 

Peterson, Rolfe Daus To Tweet or Not to Tweet: Exploring the 
Determinants of Early Adoption of Twitter by 
House Members in the 111th Congress 

The Social Science Journal 49.4 
(Dec 2012): 458-464 

Chamberlain, Adam Fusion Ballots as a Candidate-centered 
Reform: Evidence from Oregon 

Women’s Studies International 
Forum 35.4 (Jul 2012): 286-297 

Coffe, Hilde Conceptions of Female Political 
Representation: Perspectives of Rwandan 
Female Representatives 

World Political Scence Review 
8.1 (Sep 2012): 28-47 

Erzeel, Silvia Women’s Substantive Representation in the 
Belgian Chamber of Representatives: 
Testing the Added Value of a ‘Claims-
making’ Approach 
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MPSA – Papers presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 
10–13, 2013, Chicago, Illinois 

SWPSA – Papers presented at the Southwestern Political Science Association annual meeting, 
March 27–30, 2013, in New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
WPSA – Papers presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, March 
28–30, 2013, in Hollywood, California 

WSSA – Papers presented at the Western Social Science Association Annual Meeting, April 
10–13, 2013, in Denver, Colorado 

 
 
 

MIDWEST POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION (MPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Abernathy, Claire, E. Legislative Correspondence Management Practices: Congressional 

Offices and Treatment of Constituency Opinion 
Alexander, Brian Bicameral Dynamics: Conference Committees, Congressional 

Behavior, and Legislative Outcomes 
Allen, Kristin Coopie; Auter, Zachary; 
Cook Inan; Victor, Jennifer N. 

Second Street Gangs: Ad Hoc Policy Commissions in the Senate 

Anderson, Richard James 
 

The Behavioral Foundations of Distributive Politics 

Anderson, Richard James Partisanship and Pork: Evaluating the Conditional Link Between 
Distributive Spending and Voter Evaluations 
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Author Title of Paper 
Arbour, Brian; McGowen, Ernest Let Me Tell You a Little Bit About Myself: Biographic Appeals in 

Campaign Advertising 
Asmussen, Nicole Do As I Say: Measuring Party Support in Congress Using Party 

Leaders’ Speeches 
Atkinson, Mary L. 
 

Gender and Policy Agendas in the House of Representatives 

Baron, Kevin M. The Information is Free: Development of the Freedom of Information 
Act and the Party Influence 

Barrett, David Marshall Explaining the First Contested Senate Confirmation of a Director of 
Central Intelligence: The Kennedy White House, the CIA, and the 
Senate, 1962 

Bekafigo, Marija Anna 
 

Party and Committee Leadership Behavior, 1949-2009 

Bigelow, Nathan; Perez, Eristeo 
 

Congressional Member Organizations and the Presentation-of-Self 

Box-Steffensmeier, Janet M.; 
Campisano, Charles; Scott, Kevin M.; 
Shen, Connie C. 

Senate Obstruction: A Senator’s Decision on Whether to Use a Blue 
Slip 

Brady, Michael C.; Fleuter, Samuel P. A Brand of Tea with a Distinctive Flavor? Considering the Role of the 
Tea Party Movement and Caucus on Roll Call Voting Behavior in the 
US House 

Breunig, Christian 
 

The Content of Legislative Agendas 

Broughton, Richard 
 

Senatorial Nullification 

Brown, Adam R. 
 

Do Voters Care about Incumbency 

Burkhalter, Shephanie; Bytel, Jaycob 
 

Going Public in Advice and Consent 

Burmila, Edward Matthew; Lynch, 
Michael S.; Madonna, Anthony 

Winning by Losing: Evaluating the Influence of Public Opinion on the 
Decision to Record a Vote in the US Congress 

Burroughs, Nathan Aaron; Deitz, Janna 
L. 

Donor (dis) Continuity and Congressional Elections 

Cain, Sean A. The Effects of Campaign Spending in Elections for Non-voting US 
Representatives 

Carroll, Royce A. 
 

Coalitions, Cabinets and Committees 

Carson, Jamie L.; Owens, Mark; 
Sievert, Joel 

Assessing the Impact of Partisan Entrenchment and National Effects in 
the 2012 Congressional Elections 

Casey, Kimberly Lynn; Wade, Michelle 
Lynne 

It Ain’t Over ‘Til It’s Over: The Tumultuous 2012 Missouri Senate Race 

Cayton, Adam Representatives’ Responsiveness to District Economic Conditions on 
Divisive Economic Issues 

Chiou, Fang-Yi 
 

Strategic Roll Call Requests in Taiwan’s Legislature 

Cioroianu, Iulia Candidate Perceptions of Each Other’s Positions, Evidence from the 
2012 US Congressional Elections 

Clouse, Clayton E. 
 

The Electoral Implications of Ideological Shifting 

Collens, Jack D. Breaking Free: The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics in US House 
Elections 
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Author Title of Paper 
Costa, Stefanie 
 

Legislative Professionalization in the European Parliament 

Crandall, Erin; Lanlor, Andrea Understanding Third Party Electoral Spending: A Comparison of 
Canada and the United Kingdom 

Crissien, Jean P. 
 

Mandated Representation and Ethnic Empowerment in Latin America 

 Curry, James Michael Bill Complexity and Leadership Strategy in the US House of 
Representatives 

Curry, James Michael Self-Executing Rules: Leadership Strategy and Power in the US House 
of Representatives 

Dabros, Matthew S. Going Home or Going Back to Work: The Final Term Behaviors of 
Congressional Retirees and Members Planning Post-Elective Careers 

de Lima, Shenia Kellen The Closure of Military Bases and the Reelection Chances of Members 
of the US House of Representatives 

Dempsey, Matthew C. A Change of Scenery: Progressive Ambition and Electoral Tactics in 
the US House of Representatives 

Drutman, Lee; Cain, Bruce E. Congressional Staff and the Revolving Door: The Impact of Regulatory 
Change 

Eaves, Carrie Parker 
 

Evaluating the Incumbency Advantage in the US Senate 

Egar, William 
 

Legislative Obstruction and Party Competition 

Eichorst, Jason Alan Descriptive Representation in Bolivia: Identifying Ethnic Differences in 
Legislative Speech Patterns 

Engstrom, Erik; Huckfeldt, Robert; 
Donnelly, Christopher, Pietryka, 
Matthew T.; Reilly, Jack 

Strategic Behavior, Strategic Relations, and the Politics of the 1957 
Civil Rights Act 

Epifanio, Mariaelisa The Partisan Politics of Reducing Civil Liberties: Is there a Political 
Trade-Off Between Targeted and Untargeted Counterterrorist 
Regulation 

Evans, Diana The Impact of Public Financing on the Competitiveness of State 
Legislative Elections in Connecticut 

Evans, Heather Kristen Competitive Elections Aren’t that 'Bad'; The Lasting Effect of 
Competitive Elections on Congressional Approval 

Faber, Michael J. Ideology, Party, and Healthcare: Assessing Significant Party Influence 
in the Passage of the Affordable Care Act of 2010 

Fernandes, Jorge Miguel; Bright, 
Jonathan; Little, Conor 

Dividing the Spoils or Keeping Tabs?: Coalition Governments and 
Power Sharing in European Democracies 

Finke, Daniel; Junge, Dirk 
 

Agenda Setting and Voting Cohesion in the European Parliament 

Fisk, David Status Quo, Abolition, or Reform?: Examining Evolving Roles in 
Parliamentary Second Chambers 

Fleisher, Richard; Bond, Jon R.; Cohen, 
Jeffrey E. 

Party Polarization and Presidential Success in a Supermajority Senate 

Fortunato, David; Angelova, Mariyana 
 

The Popularity Bonus in Coalition Agenda-Setting 

Fouirnaies, Alexander Buckvald  The Financial Incumbency Advantage: A Regression Discontinuity 
Design Study of the Impact of Incumbency on Campaign Finance in 
US House Elections, 1980-2006 

Gattermann, Katjana; Vasilopoulou, 
Sofia 

Absent Yet Popular?: Press Coverage of Members of the European 
Parliament 
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Author Title of Paper 
Godbout, Jean-Francois; Faucault, 
Martial 

Legislative Voting in France 

Goedert, Nicholas Michael 
 

Partisan Issue Competence in US Senate Elections 

Grimmer, Justin Ryan; Messing, 
Solomon; Westwood, Sean Jeremy 

The Impression of Influence: How Legislative Communication and 
Government Spending Cultivate a Personal Vote 

Grose, Christian R. Risk and Roll Calls: How Legislators’ Personal Finances Shape 
Congressional Decisions 

Grose, Christian R.; Mahotra, Neil; Van 
Houweling, Robert 

Legislator Explanations of Policy Positions and Citizen Evaluations: 
Two Field Experiments 

Grynaviski, Jeffrey Daniel Congress’ Response to Fiscal Crisis Among the States: The Case of 
the Great Depression 

Gueoroguiev, Dimitar Party Leadership in China’s Local People’s Congresses: Capacity vs. 
Autonomy Revisited 

Hall, Andrew B. 
 

Aggregate Effects of Campaign Spending 

Hall, Richard L.; Reynolds, Molly 
 

Issue Advertising and Legislative Voting 

Hansen, Martin Ejnar The Impact of Consociationalism on Committees and Committee 
Assignments 

Hanson, Peter Testing Expectations on Amending and Partisanship in Omnibus 
Legislating 

Hasecke, Edward; Mycoff, Jason D. 
 

For the Relief of: The Strategy Behind Particularistic Legislation 

Heberlig, Eric S.; Larson, Bruce Anders Party Leaders or Legislative Leaders?: Advancement in the 
Contemporary US House 

Henderson, John 
 

The Electoral Effects of Issue Distancing in Congressional Campaigns 

Hill, Kim; Jordan, Soren; Hurley, Patricia 
A. 

The Representational Behavior of Switched-Seat Members of 
Congress: A Revisionist Characterization from General Theory 

Hirano, Shiego; Snyder, James M. 
 

Primary Elections and the Quality of Elected Officials 

Hixson, Kim; Bolton, Josh Mass Messages: How State Legislators Communicate with 
Constituents in the New Media Environment 

Holt, Jacob 
 

Unified Government and Elections for State Legislatures 

Horiuchi, Yusaku; Shugart, Matthew F.; 
Vowles, Jack 

Electoral Redistricting and Incumbency Advantage: New Evidence 
from Public Opinion Surveys in New Zealand 

Howard, Nicholas; Roberts, Jason M. Trouble Filling Appointed Positions: Republican Holds on Nominations 
Under Dole 

Howard, Nicholas; Wolf, Gregory 
Joseph 

Conditional Party Exposure: Congressional Parties and Seat Swings 

Ilderton, Nathan The Effects of Polarization on Committees in the US House of 
Representatives 

Jacobson, Gary Charles 
 

The Congressional Elections of 2012 

James, Heather Brandy Campaign Caucus Committee Behavior: Gender Effect or Blind March 
to Victory 

Jenkins, Jeffrey A.; Monroe, Nathan 
William 

Beyond Roll Rates: Connecting Theory and Measures of Agenda 
Power 



 
RETURN TO TOP 

 
APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2013, Papers Presented                                                                 Page 5 of 10 
 
 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Johnston, Travis Cred for What? Reexamining the Effects of Congressional Credit 

Claiming 
Jordan, Soren; Bond, Jon R. Does Partisan Congressional Approval Respond to Partisan 

Lawmaking 
Kaack, Dorthe Lund 
 

The How and Why of Scandinavian Legislative Committees 

Kardasheva, Raya 
 

Conflict Resolution in Bicameral Legislations 

Karol, David Forcing Their Hands?: Campaign Finance, Congressional Retirement 
Announcement Timing and the Permanent Campaign in American 
Politics 

Kelley, James Brendan Measuring the Impact of Interest Group Endorsements on US Senate 
Fundraising 

King, Aaron S.; Orlando, Francis J.; 
Rohde, David W. 

Why Amendments?: An Exploration of Amending Activity in the United 
States Congress 

King-Meadows, Tyson; Karpowitz, 
Christopher; Monson, Quin; Pope, 
Jeremy 

Carrying Many Credentials: Partisan, Racial and Religious Dynamics in 
the Utah Fourth District 

Kintz, Melanie Intra-parliamentary Careers in the German Bundestag: A Party 
Perspective 

Koger, Gregory, Lebo, Matthew J. Where You Sit Depends on Where You Stand: Partisanship, Policy 
Change, and US House Elections, 2006-2010 

Kriner, Douglas Lee; Schickler, Eric 
 

 The Policy Consequences of Congressional Investigations 

Kroh, Christopher Brian Persuasion and Consensus: Dissent Management in the European 
Parliament 

Krutz, Glen S. Behind on the Budget: Exploring Why Discretionary Appropriations 
Bills Are Not Passed On-Time 

Kubo, Miyuki; Rao, Anand; Song, 
Jiyeoun 

The Role of Politics and Socio-economic Factors in Women’s 
Representation in Japan: A Statistical Analysis 

Lee, Daniel; Brady, Michael C. Majority Party Effects and the Structure Roll Call of Voting in the US 
House 

Leff, Carol Skalnik; Estes, Kyle Second Order Election, Second Rate Career?: New Members and New 
Rules in the European Parliaments of 2004 and 2009 

Leveck, Brad Leighton; Waugh, Andrew 
Scott; Kim, Henry A. 

Covering the Cost of Toeing the Party Line 

Lewallen, Jonathan Agenda Setting and Opportunity Costs: When Information is Not a 
Collective Good 

Li, Ruoxi 
 

Electoral Vulnerability and Legislative Voting Decisions 

Liao, Dachi; Li, Chenghsun; Chen, Boyu The Effects of Electoral Rules upon Legislators’ Campaign Promises 
and Legislative Performance: A Comparison of Taiwan Legislative 
Yuan between Its Sixth Term, 2005-2008 and Seventh Term, 2008-
2012 

Loftis, Matthew W. Policy Under Pressure: Does Parliamentary Coalition Stability Affect 
Policy Making 

Lucas, Robert R. Raising Voices and Dollars?: The Effects of Citizens United on State-
Level Independent Expenditures 

MacDonald, Jason A.; McGrath, Robert 
J. 

Understanding Why Congress Conducts Oversight 
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Author Title of Paper 
Magleby, Daniel Blyth; Reynolds, Molly Rules, Roll Calls, and Representation: Special Rules and the Roll Call 

Record in the House of Representatives 
Maltzman, Forrest; Mark, Alyx 
 

Stepping on Congress: Courts, Congress, and Inter-institutional Politics 

Martin, Shane 
 

Policy, Office and Votes 

Mauerberg Junior, Arnaldo; Strachman, 
Eduardo; de Oliveira Reami, Daniela 

The Logrolling in the Brazilian Senate in a Social Network Analysis 
Perspective 

McHugh, Mary The Problem of the US Senate 
 

McKelvy, Andrew J. Why a Bill Doesn’t Become a Law: Variations in Legislative Success 
Rates among Executives in Westminster Democracies 

McNitt, Andrew D. 
 

The Tea Party Movement and the 2012 House Elections 

McTague, John; Pearson-Merkowitz, 
Shanna 

Thou Shalt Not Flip Flop: Senators’ Religious Affiliations and Issue 
Position Change 

Meinke, Scott R. Loyality from the Leaders’ Perspective: Measuring House Party Voting 
from Leadership Records 

Micozzi, Juan Pablo Division or Union of the Labor?: Analyzing Substantive Representation 
of Workers in the Argentine Congress 

Miler, Kris The Request or the Assignment?: The Impact of Committees on 
Legislative Behavior 

Moeller, Megan Michelle 
 

Strategic Partisanship in an Era of Majority Rule 

Myers, Adam S. The Role of the Geographical Constituency in State Legislative Politics: 
A Latent Profile Analysis Approach 

Nelson, Kelly K.; Clark, Terry D. Linking Parties Together: The Committees’ Role in Parliamentary 
Social Networks 

Nielson, Lindsay; Visalvanich, Neil Explaining Legislative Extremity: Measuring the Effect of Electoral and 
Campaign Constituencies on Legislative Behavior 

Ohberg, Patrik; Willumsen, David Explaining Legislative Dissent in a Parliamentary Democracy: Sweden, 
1994-2011 

Pachón, Mónica; Aroca, Maria Paula Presidents vs. the Constitutional Court: An Empirical Analysis of the 
Use of Veto Power in Columbia, 1998-2012 

Peskowitz, Zachary 
 

Ideological Signaling and Incumbency Advantage 

Pettigrew, Stephen; Ansolabehere, 
Stephen 

Variation in Voter Party Loyalty Rates in Congressional Elections 

Pyeatt, Nicholas Lafayette 
 

Polarization, Party Unity and Ideology in Primary Elections, 1956-2008 

Rogers Steven 
 

Challenger Entry in State Legislative Elections 

Scharr, Robert W. Augmenting DW-NOMINATE: Including Interest Group Ratings in 
Analysis of Polarization 

Schmitt, Carly; LaForge, Chera A. The Tea Party and Polarization in the United States Senate 
 

Schorpp, Susanne; Finocchiaro, 
Charles J. 

Congressional Deference to Executive Interests during Times of War 

Schraufnagel, Scot; Dodd, Lawrence C. Congressional Integrity: An Analysis of Aggregate Incivilities in the 
Legislative Process 
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Author Title of Paper 
Sojka, Laura Merrifield Not Simply Black-and-White: Analyzing the Relationship Between 

Race and Campaign Finance in State Legislative Elections 
Spanihelova, Lucie; Zicha, Brandon C. When Voters Are Watching: The Effect of Public Salience of EU on 

Party Behavior 
Stack, David; D’Elia, Justine Cutting the Red Tape, Does it Matter?: Bureaucratic Performance and 

Voter Evaluations of Incumbents 
Stevenson, Maryam Tanhaee Explaining Congressional Behavior for Skilled Worker Visas, 1998-

2012 
Stoddard, Samuel VanSant; Kowal, 
Michael 

Primary Challengers and Incumbent Ideology: Testing the Impact of 
Well-Funded Challengers on the Ideological Placement of Members of 
Congress 

Sulkin, Tracy; Usry, Kaye Candler; 
Testa, Paul Franz 

Constituent Perceptions and Legislative Records 

Supalla, Susanna Campaign Federalism: The Flow of Contributions to State and Federal 
Candidates 

Svensen, Eric Paul Consensus and Conflict: Unified Government, Divided Government, 
and Distributive Spending 

Swers, Michele L.; Hines, Mark C. Ideological Warriors or Constituent Servants: Understanding the 
Determinants of Senators’ Engagement of Health Care Legislation 
from Medicare to Obamacare 

Tam Cho, Wendy K.; Drutman, Lee; 
Gimpel, Jim 

Partisan Balance or Bias?: Individual Campaign Contributions by 
Business Elites across Industry Sectors 

Taylor, Jeffrey Alan District Magnitude and Local Representation: New Evidence from State 
Legislatures 

Thames, Frank C. Party System Institutionalization and Party Cohesion in the US 
Congress 

Theriault, Sean M. 
 

US Senate 

Thomsen, Danielle Party Fit Theory: A Candidate-Level Explanation for Partisan 
Polarization in Congress 

Traber, Denise Coalition-Building and Success in Separation of Power Systems 
Evidence from the Swiss Parliament 

Treul, Sarah A.; Dwyer, Caitlin E. Competitive Primaries and General Election Success: The Role of the 
Tea Party in 2010. 

Triossi, Matteo; Valdivieso, Patricio; 
Villena, Benjamin 

A Spatial Model of Legislative Voting with Endogenous proposals. 
Ideology, valence and the effect of publicly avail 

Tucker, Harvey J. 
 

A Moneyball Analysis of Bill Success in the Texas House, 1991-2011 

Victor, Jennifer 
 

Solving Congressional Partisan Polarization One Caucus at a Time 

Volden, Craig; Wiseman, Alan E.; 
Wittmer, Dana E. 

The Issue Specialization of Women in Congress 

Wallner, James Ian 
 

The Consequences of Party Effects in the United States Senate 

Wang, Yi-ting 
 

Explaining Different Dimensions of Legislative Committee Power 

Warshaw, Christopher; Thorson, Emily New Evidence on the Trade Off Between Issue Voting and 
Retrospective Voting 

Whaley, Joshua Side Payments and Policy Space: The Use of Leadership PAC 
Contributions to Insure Congressional Inter-Chamber Cooperation 



 
RETURN TO TOP 

 
APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, July 2013, Papers Presented                                                                 Page 8 of 10 
 
 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Wilk, Eric M. 
 

Do House and Senate Party Leaders Reward Loyalty With Pork 

Williams, Jennifer L. The Desirable Committee: How Committees Aid Legislators with 
Representation 

Wuest, Reto 
 

A Theoretical Model of Roll Call Vote Requests 

Zelizer, Adam; Hirano, Shigeo Member to Member Giving in Primary Elections for the US House of 
Representatives 

 
 
 

Southwest Political Science Association (SWPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Alles, Santiago Ideology Matters? Measuring the Effect of Ideology on the Election of 

Women Legislators in four Latin American Democracies (1983-2011) 
Barnes, Tiffany D. Reaching Across the Aisle: How Executive-Legislative Relations 

Shape Legislative Co-sponsorship 
Buchanan, Scott; Bullock, Charles A Precinct Analysis of the Primary Victories of Tim Scott and Allen 

West 
Choi, Jangsup Leaving Office: The Senator’s Ideological Congruence and Strategic 

Retirement 
Chou, Benjamin Legislative Vote Cleavages in Recent State Immigration Omnibut 

Legislation 
Dube, Jennifer Ann The Effect of Ballot Initiatives and Referenda on Reelection in State 

Legislatures 
Engstrom, Richard N. 
 

Legislator Opinions about Direct Democracy and Ballot Characteristics 

Evans, Heather; Sipole, Savannah; 
Cordova, Victoria 

Analyzing Twitter #2012HouseElections 

Hayden, Jessica Virtually Representative?: Examining Congressional Websites as a 
Vehicle for Constituent Communication 

Lewis, Daniel The Multiple Linkages between Legislative Term Limits and Fiscal 
Policy in the American States 

Mallams, Sarah Arlene U.S. Senators’ Approval Ratings: How Much is Determined by 
Context? 

Padgett, Jeremy Determinants of Cable Television News Coverage of Members of the 
109th U.S. House of Representatives 

Rauhaus, Beth Emotions and Gender in Southern State Legislative Committees 
Associated with Domestic Violence Decision Making 

Sojka, Laura Merrifield Examining the Relationship Between Gender and Campaign Finance 
Laws in State Legislative Elections 

Valenzuela, Rosalinda Maria Hay Republicanos? The case of Latino Republicans in the Texas State 
House 

Vonnahme, Greg Campaign Money and Contribution Mandates in State Legislature 
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Western Political Science Association (WPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Bagashka, Tanya; Clark, Jennifer Electoral Rules and Legislative Particularism: Evidence from US State 

Legislatures 
Bass, Shana 
 

Women, Term Limits, and Political Ambition 

Bednar, Nancy A Perfect Storm – California Elections, Redistricting and New 
Initiatives Shaping the Process 

Benjamin, Francis 
 

The Role of Passion in the Washington State Legislative Process 

Bhattacharya, Debasis Legislative-Executive Relations in U.S. Foreign Policy: Continuum of 
Consensus and Dissension in Strategic Political Decision Process 

Box-Steffensmeier, Janet; Butters, Ross The Secret to Secret Senate Holds: Historical Analysis and 
Quantitative Analysis of the Impact of Holds 

Bridge, Dave; Thomas, Miriel 
 

The Determinants of Presidential Veto Overrides 

Broockman, David; Butler, Daniel What Drives Partisan Gridlock?  Evidence from Survey Experiments 
on Elected Officials 

Emenaker, Ryan Constitutional Interpretation and Congressional Overrides: Changing 
Trends in Court-Congress Relations 

Fashagba, Joseph The Legislature and Social Political Re-engineering in Nigeria, 1999-
2011 

Fitzpatrick, Leslie-Anne Legislative Strength and Democratization: Executive Decree, 
Freedom of Expression, and Property Rights in Africa 

Frisch, Scott; Kelly, Sean 
 

Partisanship and the Power of the Purse 

Gordon Fisher, Stacy; Carr, Katherine; 
Malin, Elliot; Slagle, Matthew; Zepeda-
McMillan 

The Effect of Institutional Characteristics on Public Support for 
National Legislatures 

Grose, Christian; Kim, Peter Who is Held Accountable? The Effect of U.S. Military Casualties in 
Afghanistan on 2010 Congressional Election Outcomes 

Johnston, Travis Credit for What? Reexamining the Effects of Congressional Credit 
Claiming 

Jones, David 
 

Party, Polarization, Party Brands, and Responsible Party Government 

Kahn, Melvin 
 

Successful Foreign Student Lobbying in the United States 

Knight, Robert Legislative Coalitions and Agenda Control: The Mexican Chamber of 
Deputies during The Calderón Sexenio 

Kulmann, Robynn Race, Gender, and Representation in the American State House: 
Descriptive Representation, Political Efficacy, and Political 
Participation 

Li, Yuhui Multipartism and Beneficial Cycling: A Theoretical Refinement on 
Consensual Democracy 

Lucas, Jennifer What’s the Upside of Hardball? Congressional National News Media 
Appearances in a Polarized Era 

MacKenzie, Scott; Finocchiaro, Charles From Wild Horses to Work Horses: Electoral System Reform and 
Legislative Entrepreneurship in the House of Representatives 

Madrid, Raul 
 

The President, Congress, and Foreign Policy 
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Author Title of Paper 
McGrath, Robert; Rogowski, Jon; Ryan, 
Josh 

Gubernatorial Veto Powers and Legislative Coalitions 

Nichols, Curt; Bridge, Dave; Carrington, 
Adam 

The Evolving Nature of Factional Congressional Attacks on the US 
Supreme Court 

Orchard, Charlene Congressional Oversight of the Nonprofit Sector: Senator Grassley’s 
Review of Six Tax-Exempt Ministries 

Pizzano Keesee, Patricia The Electoral “Re-Connection:” Using the Internet to Connect 
Congress with Constituents 

Ponce, Aldo Legislatures and Policy Choice: Why do Parties Specialize in 
Congress? 

Ricks, Boris Frederick Madison Roberts and Black Politics in Los Angeles: He 
Came Before Bradley 

Sacco, Jennifer 
 

Sponsorship of Sex-Specific Health Bills in Congress 

Salka, William The Impact of Minor Parties on Major Party Vote Shares: An 
Examination of State Legislative Races 

Settle, Allen State Legislative Battle Over Public Pensions: The Great State and 
Local Unfunded Liability 

Shim, Sung-Eun Role of the Consultation Procedure in Reinforcement of the European 
Parliament’s Power (1958-1986) 

Stambough, Stephen; Misje, Allan 
 

Multi-dimensional measures of state legislative district ideology 

Theriault, Sean The Gingrich Senators, the Tea Party Senators, and Their Effect on 
the U.S. Senate 

Wallace, Sophie; Zepeda-Millan, Chris The Role of Contentious Politics in Shaping the Behavior of 
Legislators on Immigration Policy 

Widestrom, Amy; Dennis, Christopher The Politics of Inequality: State Legislatures and Inequality in the 
American States 

Williams, Brian Governing Coalition Agreements and Legislative Vote Outcomes: 
Evidence from the 55th British Parliament 

 
 

Western Social Science Association (WSSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Berry, Michael J. Legislative Veto Authority and Reform in the U.S. States: 1939-2012 
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Charting the Congressional Experience: 
The Papers of Richard Gephardt 

  
 The inaugural Gephardt Fellow, Daniel E. Ponder, had the privilege of perusing the letters, 
records, press clippings, and other minutiae of Richard Gephardt’s congressional career. The collection 
is housed at the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis.  Click here to read Ponder’s description of the 
Gephardt collection. 
 

 
Civil Rights Documentation Project 

THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 
 
 The landmark civil rights legislation of the mid-1960s has attracted considerable scholarly 
attention, deservedly so. Much of the analysis of this legislation has centered on the social and cultural 
conditions that gave birth to such laws as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 As valuable as the emphasis on the civil rights movement has been, an equally vital chapter has 
been neglected – the story of the legislative process itself. The Dirksen Congressional Center has posted 
a new feature on "CongressLink" that provides a fuller accounting of law-making based on the unique 
archival resources housed at The Center, including the collection of then-Senate Minority Leader Everett 
McKinley Dirksen (R-IL), widely credited with securing the passage of the bills. 
 Intended to serve the needs of teachers and students, The Civil Rights Documentation Project 
demonstrates that Congress is capable of converting big ideas into powerful law, that citizen 
engagement is essential to that process, and that the public policies produced forty years ago continue 
to influence our lives. 
 The project takes the form of an interactive, Web-based presentation with links to digitized 
historical materials and other Internet-based resources about civil rights legislation created by museums, 
historical societies, and government agencies.  
 Please contact Cindy Koeppel by email at ckoeppel@dirksencenter.org if you have any ideas or 
comments about this new feature. 
 
 

Congress to Campus Program 
THE UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

 
 The Congress to Campus Program is designed to address several aspects of the civic learning 
and engagement deficit among the country’s college-age young people, combining traditional 
educational content with a strong message about public service. The Program sends bipartisan pairs of 
former Members of Congress – one Democrat and one Republican – to visit college, university and 
community college campuses around the country. Over the course of each visit, the Members conduct 
classes, hold community forums, meet informally with students and faculty, visit high schools and civic 
organizations, and do interviews and talk show appearances with local press and media.  
 In the summer of 2002, the Board of Directors of the U. S. Association of Former Members of 
Congress (USAFMC) engaged the Center for Democracy & Citizenship (CDC) at the Council for 
Excellence in Government to help manage the Congress to Campus Program in partnership with the 
Stennis Center for Public Service (Stennis). CDC and Stennis, with the blessing of the USAFMC, agreed 
to undertake a number of initiatives to greatly increase the number of campuses hosting program visits 
each year, expand the pool of former Members of Congress available for campus visits, develop new 
sources of funding, raise the profile of the program and its message in the public and academic 
community, and devise methods of measuring the impact of the program at host institutions. 
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Congressional Bills Project 
 

 A website at http://www.congressionalbills.org allows academic researchers, students, and the 
general public to download information about public and private bills introduced in the U.S. Congress 
along with information about those bills' sponsors. This public resource provides information about more 
than 400,000 bills introduced in the U.S. Congress, currently 1947-2008, along with extensive 
information about each bill's progress and sponsor. It is used by researchers to study legislative 
institutions and behavior; by policy experts to study issue attention in Congress; and even by citizens 
studying their family histories (the dataset provides the only digitized records of tens of thousands of 
private bills introduced between 1947 and 1972).  Here’s how the Congressional Bills Project is different: 

x A database instead of a search tool  
x Data not available anywhere else in digital form 
x Integrated information, including issue topics  
x Limited to public and private bills, titles or descriptions only.  

The project was created by John D. Wilkerson of University of Washington and E. Scott Adler of 
University of Colorado, Boulder.  
 
 

Congressional Timeline 
THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 

 
 The Congressional Timeline [http://www.congressionaltimeline.org], developed and maintained 
by The Dirksen Congressional Center, arrays more than 550 of the nation's laws on a timeline beginning 
in 1933 and continuing to the present. A second timeline "band" depicts major political events of the 
period as a way to provide context for Congress's law-making. Please contact Frank Mackaman with 
comments and suggestions: fmackaman@dirksencenter.org.  
 

 
Congressional Whip Count Database 

 
 Professor Larry Evans at College of William and Mary has announced the first release of the 
Congressional Whip Count Database, which provides extensive data about the whip polls conducted by 
party leaders in the U.S. House prior to major roll call votes on the floor, 1955-86. The data are based on 
records included in the personal papers of former congressional party leaders.  Included in this release 
are coded data of more than 650 whipped questions and nearly 150,000 individual-level responses by 
lawmakers.  The project has received support from the National Science Foundation (Award SES-
0417759), The Carl Albert Center, The Dirksen Congressional Center, and the Roy R. Charles Center of 
the College of William and Mary.  The data, codebooks, and other relevant information can be accessed 
at http://wmpeople.wm.edu/site/page/clevan/congressionalwhipcountdatabase. 
 

Data on Legislative Voting and Representation 

 Professor John Carey has established a website at Dartmouth that includes various resources 
from his field research and data collection in an organized data archive. Of particular significance is the 
data from a project on legislative voting and representation. That project includes:  

x Transcripts from interviews with 61 legislators and party leaders from 8 countries (Bolivia, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Peru, and Venezuela) from 2000-2001).  
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The interviews followed a stable protocol for the most part, regarding how decisions are reached 
within parties and carried out (or not) in the legislative environment, and how legislators interact 
with party leaders, the executive, and the citizens they represent.  The interviews frequently cover 
other topics as well, however, according to the subject's train of thought.  The transcripts are 
available in both English and Spanish.  

x Recorded vote data from 21 legislative chambers in 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Russia, United States, Uruguay).  In addition to the data and 
codebook, also available on the site are some files with STATA code to produce the measures of 
party voting unity employed in the research. 

Visitors are invited to use any of the data, qualitative or quantitative, that is available on the site. The 
address of the website is http://www.dartmouth.edu/~jcarey/dataarchive.html.  Professor Carey's email 
address, in case of questions, suggestions, or problems related to the data, is 
john.carey@dartmouth.edu. 

 
 

Dirksen Center Congressional Research Grants 
 
 The Dirksen Congressional Center invites applications for grants to fund research on 
congressional leadership and the U.S. Congress.  The competition is open to individuals with a serious 
interest in studying Congress. Political scientists, historians, biographers, scholars of public 
administration or American studies, and journalists are among those eligible. The Center encourages 
graduate students who have successfully defended their dissertation prospectus to apply and awards a 
significant portion of the funds for dissertation research. 
 There is no standard application form. Applicants are responsible for showing the relationship 
between their work and the awards program guidelines. Applications are accepted at any time. 
Incomplete applications will NOT be forwarded to the screening committee for consideration. 
 All application materials must be received no later than February 1.  Awards are announced in 
March. Complete information about eligibility and application procedures may be found at The Center's 
Web site: http://www.dirksencenter.org/print_grants_CRAs.htm.  
 The Center, named for the late Senate Minority Leader Everett M. Dirksen, is a private, 
nonpartisan, nonprofit research and educational organization devoted to the study of Congress and its 
leaders.  For more information, contact Frank Mackaman by email at fmackaman@dirksencenter.org or 
phone 309.347.7113. 
 
 
 

Dirksen Center: The Robert H. Michel Collection 
 

 The Dirksen Congressional Center has created a site devoted to Robert Henry "Bob" Michel, a 
Republican representing central Illinois’s 18th congressional district in the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 38 years. He served as Minority Whip (1975-1981) and Minority Leader (1981-1995) during an era of     
Democratic Party House dominance.  At this new site you will learn about Michel and his leadership, 
read quotations, see photos, watch videos, and search the Robert H. Michel Collection, first     
acquired by The Center in 1989 and supplemented over the years.  Among the special features of the 
site are digital selections from Michel’s "Presidential Scrapbooks" in which he kept selected photographs 
and correspondence from each of the nine presidents with whom he served. Notes Michel kept of 
congressional leadership meetings in the White House have also been transcribed and posted to the 
site. Tour The Dirksen Center’s new site at: http://www.robertmichel.name.    
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Election Results Archive 
CENTER ON DEMOCRATIC PERFORMANCE AT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY 

 
 The Center on Democratic Performance at Binghamton University is pleased to announce the 
launch of the Election Results Archive (ERA), a collection of electronic files containing data on election 
results from around the world.  This unique online database with global coverage provides researchers, 
policy-makers, scholars, and others interested in elections with information on over 900 elections from 
around the world.  More election data will be added to this Archive as time and resources permit.  The 
archive can be searched by country, region, or year and type of election.  Please visit the archive at 
http://cdp.binghamton.edu/era/index.html. 
 
 

European Consortium for Political Research 
 
 ECPR has a standing group on Parliaments, coordinated by Matti Wiberg, University of Turku 
(wiberg@utu.fi), and Thomas Saalfeld, University of Bamberg (thomas.saalfeld@uni-bamberg.de). For a 
number of years the study of legislatures has concentrated on the US Congress. Parliaments in Europe 
have not been a subject of investigation to any comparable extent. Nevertheless, the body of knowledge 
is ever expanding on both the long-standing parliaments in Europe and the new institutions of the 
European Union and Central and Eastern Europe.   The Standing Group's aim is to promote comparative 
research and theory-building on the institutionalisation, capacity, operation, and performance of 
legislatures and the dissemination of such research.  For more information, please see the web site at: 
http://www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/standinggroups/parliaments/index.htm. 
 
 
 

History, Art, and Archives of the  
U.S. House of Representatives   

 
 All the material formerly on the Art & History tab of the Clerk’s website has been migrated to the 
new site at http://history.house.gov; but there is much new content, too. 
 Bringing all three principal parts of House heritage—historical lists, oral histories, and 
biographies; art and artifacts; and records—onto one Web site will make searching for such information 
far more intuitive and accessible for the Hill community and the general public. Perhaps the most exciting 
thing about the site is that each section is built to expand over time. 
 Please share reactions and suggestions with Kenneth Kato, Associate Historian, U.S. House of 
Representatives, 202-226-1300 or 202-226-6555. 

 
 

Interest Groups & Advocacy 
 
 Editors Burdett Loomis and Grant Jordan invite both well-established and younger scholars to 
submit papers to this new journal published by Palgrave. Interest Groups & Advocacy engages broadly 
with the politics of interests. It records and analyzes how advocacy by groups, movements, and lobbying 
professionals shapes policy. The journal also addresses important debates about how such interests are 
mobilized and maintained. The editors seek incisive, well researched, and well-written articles. For more 
information on submissions, or to subscribe to the journal, please visit the website at 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/iga/index.html. 
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International Political Science Review 
CALL FOR SPECIAL ISSUES PROPOSALS, 2015 

 
 International Political Science Review, the official journal of the International Political Science 
Association edited by Mark Kesselman, Columbia University, USA, and Marian Sawer, Australian 
National University, Australia, is soliciting Special Issue proposals for 2015.  Prospective guest editors of 
a special issue should submit proposals to ipsr.journal@gmail.com by September 30, 2013.  Special 
issues should be devoted to a theme of general interest to the discipline, relevant across different 
regions and subfields.  For more information, please see the call for proposals at 
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/repository/binaries/pdf/IPSR-SI_Call-for-Proposals.pdf.  
 The IPSR is committed to publishing material that makes a significant contribution to international 
political science. It seeks to meet the needs of political scientists throughout the world who are interested 
in studying political phenomena in the contemporary context of increasing international interdependence 
and global change. 
 IPSR reflects the aims and intellectual tradition of its parent body, the International Political 
Science Association: to foster the creation and dissemination of rigorous political inquiry free of 
subdisciplinary or other orthodoxy. We welcome work by scholars who are focusing on currently 
controversial themes, shaping innovative concepts of methodologies of political analysis, and striving to 
reach outside the scope of a single culture. 
  

 
Oral History of Chuck Ludlam 

 
 Chuck Ludlam’s career as a Capitol Hill staffer, which spanned a 40-year period (1965–2005), 
has been documented by the Senate Historical Office in a series of oral history interviews.  Ludlam 
provided extensive notes for many of the individuals and issues discussed in his interviews and provides 
background on Senators Jim Abourezk, Phillip Hart, Robert Byrd, Jim Allen, Dale Bumpers, and Joseph 
Lieberman; Congressmen Burt Talcott, Glen Lipscomb, and Gillis Long; and Senate Parliamentarian 
Murray Zweben. The oral history also provides insights into the lifestyle, skills, and tactics of a senior 
Capitol Hill staffer who fought in the political trenches.  The oral history is available online at 
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/oral_history/Ludlam_chuck.htm.  
 
 

Political Science Blog: Voir Dire 
 University of George faculty members Jeff Yates and Andy Whitford have established a new blog 
that focuses on law, courts, politics, and policy.  They also address topics concerning academia 
generally and have very occasional discussion of pop culture and other topics of lighter fare. The blog 
address is http://lawandcourts.wordpress.com/. 
 
 

SSRN Political Science Network 
 The new Political Science Network (PSN) provides a world-wide, online community for research 
in all areas of political science, following the model of the other subject matter networks within the Social 
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Science Research Network.  PSN provides scholars with access to current work in their field and 
facilitates research and scholarship.  PSN is directed by Professors David A. Lake and Mathew D. 
McCubbins (UC – San Diego).  The website address is http://www.ssrn.com/psn/index.html. 
 
 
 

The Thicket at NCSL  

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 
 

 The National Conference of State Legislatures has established a blog, The Thicket at State 
Legislatures, about the legislative institution and federalism.  By and for legislative junkies, the blog 
includes these categories: American Democracy, Budgets, Congress, Courts and Legislatures, Elections, 
Ethics, Executives and Legislatures, Federalism, Initiative and Referendum, Leadership, Legislation, 
Legislative Culture, Legislative Staff, Legislators, Media, NCSL, Redistricting, and Term Limits. 

 
 

The Richard A. Baker Graduate Student Travel Grant 
ASSOCIATION OF CENTERS FOR THE STUDY OF CONGRESS (ACSC) 

 
Application Deadline:  April 1, 2014 

 
The Richard A. Baker Graduate Student Travel Grant is awarded annually to support graduate-level 
research conducted at member repositories of the Association of Centers for the Study of Congress 
(ACSC). An award of up to $1000 may be used to underwrite travel, lodging, copying, and other research 
expenses incurred from July 1 – June 1 of the award year. Each application will be evaluated on its 
merits. Primary consideration will be given to projects involving the substantive study of issues related to 
the study of Congress. Each proposal should be aimed at a discrete end product such as a book, 
dissertation, thesis, article, documentary, film, exhibit, Web site or social networking site. Budgets may 
be approved in whole or in part. Each award recipient is required to acknowledge the award in any 
resulting published work(s) and donate a copy of the work(s) to ACSC and the sponsoring archival 
repository. The recipient may also be requested to submit a brief article summarizing their findings and 
research experience for publication by ACSC. The Baker Award honors ACSC founding member, U. S. 
Senate Historian Emeritus Richard A. Baker.  Applications:  2014 Baker Award Application (.pdf) or 2014 
Baker Award Application (.docx).  
 

 
Visiting Scholars Program  

APSA CENTENNIAL CENTER 
 
 The Centennial Center for Political Science and Public Affairs can be an invaluable resource to 
political and social scientists.  The Center has space for hosting 10 scholars for extended periods of time, 
ranging from weeks to months. Space for shorter "drop-in" stays is also available. Scholars are expected 
to pursue their own research and teaching projects and contribute to the intellectual life of the residential 
community by sharing their work with Center colleagues in occasional informal seminars. 
 Located within the Association's headquarters building near Dupont Circle, with easy access to 
the Washington Metro system, the Center offers visiting scholars furnished work space, telephone, fax, 
personal computers, Internet connection, conference space, a reference library, and library access at the 
George Washington University. Scholars are responsible for securing their own housing, but the Center 
will make every effort to assist scholars in locating suitable accommodations. 
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 Eligibility is limited to APSA members. Senior or junior faculty members, post-doctoral fellows, 
and advanced graduate students are strongly encouraged to apply.  The Center also has a limited 
number of funding opportunities to support scholars working at the Centennial Center or other research 
locations.  Full details on the Center and the Visiting Scholars Program, including an application form, 
can be found online at www.apsanet.org/centennialcenter. Scholars may also call 202-483-2512 or email 
to center@apsanet.org. 
 

Visiting Scholars Program 
CARL ALBERT CENTER ARCHIVES 

 
 The Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma seeks 
applicants for its Visiting Scholars Program, which provides financial assistance to researchers working 
at the Center's archives. Awards of $500 - $1000 are normally granted as reimbursement for travel and 
lodging.  
 The Center’s holdings include the papers of many former members of Congress, such as Robert 
S. Kerr, Fred Harris, and Speaker Carl Albert of Oklahoma; Helen Gahagan Douglas and Jeffery 
Cohelan of California; Richard Armey of Texas; and Neil Gallagher of New Jersey.  
 Besides the history of Congress, congressional leadership, national and Oklahoma politics, and 
election campaigns, the collections also document government policy affecting agriculture, Native 
Americans, energy, foreign affairs, the environment, the economy, and other areas.  
 Topics that can be studied include the Great Depression, flood control, soil conservation, and 
tribal affairs. At least one collection provides insight on women in American politics. Most materials date 
from the 1920s to the 1970s.  
 The Center's archives are described in detail at http://www.ou.edu/carlalbertcenter/archives/. 
 The Visiting Scholars Program is open to any applicant. Emphasis is given to those pursuing 
postdoctoral research in history, political science, and other fields. Graduate students involved in 
research for publication, thesis, or dissertation are encouraged to apply. Interested undergraduates and 
lay researchers are also invited to apply. The Center evaluates each research proposal based upon its 
merits, and funding for a variety of topics is expected.  
 No standardized form is needed for application. Instead, a series of documents should be sent to 
the Center, including:  (1)  a description of the research proposal in fewer than 1000 words; (2)  a 
personal vita; (3)  an explanation of how the Center's resources will assist the researcher; (4)  a budget 
proposal; and (5)  a letter of reference from an established scholar in the discipline attesting to the 
significance of the research. Applications are accepted at any time. 
 For more information, please contact:  Archivist, Carl Albert Center, 630 Parrington Oval, Room 
101, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 73019.  Telephone: (405) 325-5835.  FAX: (405) 325-6419.  
Email: cacarchives@ou.edu 
 
 

Vital Statistics on Congress 2013 
 
 For more than three decades, Vital Statistics on Congress, a joint effort undertaken by Norm 
Ornstein of the American Enterprise Institute and Tom Mann of The Brookings Institute, in collaboration 
with Michael Malbin of the Campaign Finance Institute, has been a go-to reference guide for 
congressional watchers for impartial data on Congress and its members.  The authors have now put the 
book online, making each chapter available for download at no cost, and encourage you to share your 
feedback and how you’ve used this data set.  They plan on posting your most interesting findings. Click 
here to find out how you can submit your own Vital Stats analyses.  And, if you have any questions, 
commentary, or feedback, you may email the authors at vitalstatistics@brookings.edu. 
 
 
 
                                                


