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   APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, January 2014, Book Notes                                                                Page 2 of 9 
 
 
 

Becoming a Candidate: Political Ambition and the Decision to Run for Office, Jennifer L. Lawless, 2012, Cambridge 
University Press, ISBN 9780521756600, $28.99, paper, 302 pages.  
 
Ever since Harold Laswell’s (1948) conceptualization of a “political type,” scholars have been interested in 
understanding what motivates individuals to seek political power. Despite over sixty years of research pertaining to 
political ambition, relatively little is known about whether or why certain people pursue elective positions. Becoming 

a Candidate: Political Ambition and the Decision to Run for Office is the first systematic exploration of the initial 
decision to run for office and how it evolves over time. 
 
In order to better understand who decides to run for office, Jennifer L. Lawless proposes a two-stage candidate 
emergence process that takes into account the traditional political opportunity structure as well as personal 
experiences that either facilitate or stunt the likelihood of contemplating a run for public office. According to Lawless, 
past studies have generated broad theoretical claims regarding expressive ambition – that is, whether individuals will 
choose to enter specific political contests. She argues, however, that in order to understand fully the decisional 
dynamics in moving from “potential candidate” to “actual officeholder,” it is imperative to first examine nascent 

ambition – or, general interest in considering a candidacy in the first place.  
 
The true power of Becoming a Candidate is Lawless’s use of the Citizen Political Ambition Panel Study, the first 
research design aimed specifically at exploring the early stages of political ambition, in order to overcome 
methodological obstacles that have beleaguered political scientists for decades. Lawless and her colleague, Richard L. 
Fox, compiled survey data through a random, national sample of citizens who occupy the four professions that tend 
to yield the highest proportion of political candidates; lawyers, business leaders, educators, and political activists. 
According to Lawless, this novel “eligibility pool approach” allows for a more exact determination of the precise 
manner in which individuals initially decide to run for all levels and types of political office.  
 
Ultimately, Lawless determines that the factors that lead an individual first to consider running for office and then to 
decide to seek an actual position are complex and multifaceted. Her study demonstrates that the initial decision to 
run is linked to four sets of factors that systematically affect nascent political ambition: minority status, family 
dynamics, professional experiences, and political attitudes and recruitment.  
 
The broader implications of Lawless’s findings make Becoming a Candidate an important read for anyone interested 
in fundamental questions of electoral competition, political representation, and democratic legitimacy. As Lawless 
points out, the willingness of a diverse group of citizens to pursue elective positions is necessary for a healthy 
democracy. If interest in seeking office is limited to citizens with certain demographic profiles, then the quality of 
descriptive, symbolic, and substantive representation in the U.S. will suffer. Overall, Becoming a Candidate provides a 
significant methodological advance in our understanding of political ambition and candidate emergence.  
 

Victoria Rickard 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Return to Book List 
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Deliberating American Monetary Policy: A Textual Analysis, Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey, 2013, The MIT Press, ISBN 
9780262019576, $50.00, cloth, 535 pages.   
 
As its subtitle suggests, this book offers a comparative study of deliberation of American monetary policy by the 
Federal Reserve Open Market Committee (FOMC), on the one hand, and the House and Senate Banking committees, 
on the other hand.  The study employs two basic research techniques.  The heart of the study is an extensive content 
analysis of FOMC deliberations and congressional committee hearings for the period 1976-2008.  These transcripts, 
massive in aggregate, were screened by automated textual analysis software to identify topical focuses, tone, extent 
of disagreement, and so forth.  The longitudinal character of this analysis enables the author to assess trends over 
time, differences in the focuses of the FOMC and their elected interlocutors, and the evolution of substantive 
consensus on some policy norms.  The content analysis is able to analyze and assess, including measures of statistical 
significance, the testimony of the chair of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors and the dialogue in which he (they 
were all men during the period studied) offers an extended narrative about monetary policy.  
 
To supplement the content analysis the author conducted twenty in-depth interviews with “relevant and informed” 
participants that includes former Fed members, staff members, and members of Congress.  These informants spoke 
for the most part on the record or allowed their comments to appear anonymously.  The book reports extensive 
excerpts from these interviews in a chapter entitled “In Their Own Words.”  This augmentation of content analysis by 
qualitative research reinforces confidence in the findings of the content analysis itself.  Respondents were informed 
of key findings and asked to react “in their own words.”  The result is an unusual combination of quantitative and 
qualitative evidence. 
 
Toward what conclusions does this wealth of data point?  There are many. Perhaps of most interest to LLS members 
is that both Senators and Representatives are less engaged in substantive discourse over monetary policy than their 
FOMC counterparts.  Further, members of Congress tend to occupy the scarce minutes available to them at hearings 
to score points rather than to analyze substantive issues. While these findings are by no means surprising, the 
contrast between the FOMC and the congressional committees nonetheless offers insight into the character and 
limitations of deliberative democracy.  Over time, the FOMC is able to sustain an evolving internal dialogue that is 
affected by the success of its policies, the character and focus of the Chair, and the ebb and flow of economic life.  
Real deliberation takes place there.  Less so in the United States Congress.   
 
This brief book note cannot do justice to the density and complexity of this study.  Suffice it to say that from both a 
methodological and substantive point of view, this book breaks new and interesting ground.  
 

Ron Peters 
Regents’ Professor of Political Science 

Carl Albert Center 
University of Oklahoma 

 
 
 
 
  

Return to Book List 
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 JFK in the Senate: Pathway to the Presidency, John T. Shaw, 2013, Palgrave MacMillan, 9780230341838, $26.00, 
cloth, 256 pages.  
 
On November 22, 2013, Americans commemorated the 50th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination. For half a century, Kennedy’s remarkable political career and tragic death have captivated the nation. 
Though countless historical and biographical books have been written about the life and legacy of our 35th president, 
John T. Shaw provides a unique look into Kennedy’s often neglected tenure as a U.S. senator.  
 
Drawing from archival research, memoirs, and interviews with congressional experts and former Kennedy aides, JFK 

in the Senate: Pathway to the Presidency provides remarkable insight into John F. Kennedy’s nearly eight-year Senate 
career.  According to Shaw, Kennedy’s presidential aspirations, which existed prior to his election to the Senate in 
1952, influenced many of his senatorial decisions. Kennedy was cognizant of the fact that only one other sitting 
senator, Warren G. Harding, had ascended to the White House directly from the upper chamber. Shaw depicts 
Kennedy as a purposefully cautious senator who avoided controversial matters, such as the debate on civil rights 
legislation and the condemnation of Senator Joseph McCarthy, because he knew that the Senate was not the best 
political base for a presidential bid.  
 
While Shaw recognizes that many have criticized John F. Kennedy for using his time in the Senate solely to position 
himself for a successful presidential candidacy, JFK in the Senate provides a more nuanced view of the effect that 
Kennedy had on the Senate, and perhaps more significantly, the effect that the Senate had on Kennedy. Shaw details 
how Kennedy artfully used the upper chamber as a policy and political training ground. In the process, Kennedy made 
contributions to some of the most important challenges of his era, including the battle to reform the labor 
movement. Shaw also recounts how Kennedy forged his political identity during his Senate years. It was as a senator 
that Kennedy matured into a polished, tough, forceful politician who knew how to frame issues successfully, delve 
into problems, and craft compromises. 
 

JFK in the Senate is an honest and insightful account of John F. Kennedy’s Senate career, which, as Shaw describes it, 
was not associated with acts of historic statesmanship, novel political thought, or landmark legislation. Even though 
Kennedy may not have been a legislative powerhouse or a master of the Senate, this book convincingly demonstrates 
that Kennedy’s tenure as a U.S. senator was a period of remarkable personal and political growth during which he 
developed the political wherewithal that eventually transformed him into one of America’s most beloved presidents. 
  

Victoria Rickard 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
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Partisan Gerrymandering and the Construction of American Democracy, Erik J. Engstrom, 2013, University of 
Michigan Press, ISBN 9780472119011, $70.00, cloth, 236 pages. Series: Legislative Politics and Policy Making.  
 
When the Republican majority in the Texas legislature pushed through a redistricting plan in 2003, it was labeled by 
Democrats as an unprecedented power grab that violated the basic principle that congressional districts should be 
redrawn once a decade on the availability of new census data.  Legal challenges were of no avail, however, as the courts 
were unwilling to assert a constitutional standard dictating a redistricting timetable.  
 
The Texas episode was rare, but hardly unprecedented, as Erik Engstrom reports in this excellent study of redistricting 
patterns and practices undertaken prior to the Supreme Court’s one-person-one-vote rulings in the cases of Baker v. Carr 
and Reynolds v. Sims in the early 1960s.  Prior to that time, states redistricted congressional districts regularly more 
frequently than once a decade, in some cases from one biennium to the next, as political control shifted at the state level.  
The motive of the redistricting was always political, and often produced visible policy results.   
 
Engstrom’s research challenges theories that seek to explain shifts in party control of Congress wholly on the basis of 
economic trends, demographic shifts, or other forces conducive to critical, and hence transforming, elections.  Redistricting 
has proven to be an independent variable affecting the choices given to voters and the resulting distribution of power in 
the House of Representatives.   
 
The book is chronologically ordered: Part I addresses the period from the founding to 1840; Part II, the “partisan era” from 
1840 to 1900; and Part II, the candidate-centered era identified as extending from 1900 to the adoption of one-person-
one-vote standard by 1964.  Along the way, chapters address the strategic timing of redistricting, its partisan 
consequences, its effects on turnover, and the partisan impact.  
 
It should come as no surprise that strategic politicians will use every lawful means to advance their partisan and policy 
objectives.  Engstrom demonstrates that shifts in party control of state legislatures translated into partisan gerrymanders 
throughout the nineteenth century.  These gerrymanders were decisive in affecting the structure of power in the House of 
Representatives and consequent policy shifts. For example, the Reed Rules adopted in 1890 created a majoritarian system; 
but Reed would not have been Speaker had not the Pennsylvania legislature redistricted to provide the Republicans with a 
narrow House majority.   
 
Engstrom also argues that even apparent electoral shifts, such as are often associated with critical election theories, are 
affected by redistricting.  Examining the elections in which the largest party swings occurred in the House, he finds that 
redistricting played a substantial role in each case.  As an alternative to the claim that such wide swings are the product of 
widespread shifts in the electorate, Engstrom finds evidence that gerrymanders produced substantial seat swings.   
 
The core finding of this book is that strategic politicians use control over redistricting to maximize seat advantage during 
the nineteenth century.  The party doing the redistricting sought to spread its voters so as to create thin majorities across 
more districts.  During the twentieth century, the rise of a more professionalized (institutionalized in Nelson Polsby 
terminology) House of Representatives went hand in hand with redistricting schemes that aimed to create safe seats.  The 
party doing the restricting consolidated its vote, conceding some safe seats to the minority party.   
 
What is happening now? The book concludes by considering contemporary debates over the effects of redistricting, in 
which it is often claimed that redistricting has been captured by incumbents so as to produce an overwhelming majority of 
safe seats.  There is a diminishing number of competitive districts.  Here, as elsewhere in the book, Engstrom tests 
counterfactual assumptions.  What, he asks, might happen if redistricters aimed to maximize their share of the vote rather 
than to protect their incumbents? The book concludes with a sample case comparing redistricting in Ohio in 1882 and 
2002.  It appears that the 1882 redistricting produced many more marginal districts than did the 2002 redistricting.  The 
objectives of the redistricters were different in these two instances.  So, Engstrom suggests, we ought be considering more 
than just the marginal adjustments that follow each decennial census today; we should be asking, what would be the 
effects of a return to nineteenth-century redistricting norms. 

Ron Peters 
Regents’ Professor of Political Science 

Carl Albert Center 
University of Oklahoma 

  Return to Book List 
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The American Senate: An Insider’s History, Neil MacNeil and Richard A. Baker, 2013, Oxford University Press, ISBN 
9780195367614, $22.19, cloth, 472 pages.  
 
Congressional scholars have long relied on Neil MacNeil’s Forge of Democracy for its insightful account of the U.S 
House of Representatives as it operated in the middle of the twentieth century, the era of the “textbook Congress.”  
Now comes this perceptive study describing the evolution of the U.S. Senate.  MacNeil, who passed away in 2008, 
had undertaken a two-decade long project to write a book about the modern Senate.  After his death, Senate 
Historian Emeritus Richard Baker undertook to refine (but not extend) the draft manuscript.  The American Senate 

draws together MacNeil’s reportorial instinct for the good story and Baker’s scholarly focus on the systematic 
development of the Senate as an institution.  The result is a highly readable and theoretically sophisticated account 
of the Senate’s evolution.  
 
The book’s organization is topical rather than chronological.  Early chapters address the electoral dimension, focusing 
on the transition to the direct election of senators, the role of money in Senate elections, and the topsy-turvy life of 
campaign finance reform.  The book offers three chapters tracing the relationship between the Senate and the 
presidency.  This relationship was central to the Founding scheme.  The Senate and the presidency were the most 
unique institutions the Founders created, and their consideration of each shaped the parameter of both.  Here we 
see this relationship play out over the course of American history as the primacy of the presidency has ebbed and 
flowed.  The Senate’s relationship to the House of Representatives then comes under consideration.   
 
The last part of the book offers chapters that explore the internal dynamics of the Senate, the role of its leaders, and 
the contemporary rendition of its rules and procedures.  This story will be familiar to students of the Senate, and 
increasingly to the broader American public that observes the Senate’s occasional incapacities.  In these chapters, as 
elsewhere in the book, issues of great contemporary concern are placed in a historical context that illuminates the 
nature of the issue, its backdrop, and its contemporary effect.  Lay readers who have seen “Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington” will know in general that Senators can talk as long as they can stand.  But they are unlikely to know how 
the filibuster came about, how it became “automatic,” and why its use is a reflection of the state of American politics 
at various points in our history. 
 
The texture of this book is worthy of its topic.  Neil MacNeil was the master of reportorial narrative.  Dick Baker is a 
careful historian.  Whereas MacNeil loved the anecdote, and stored up a lot of them, Baker values citations that 
document evidentiary sources.  Baker and MacNeil engaged in a regular dialogue about the Senate over decades of 
companionship.  No one could have been better suited to the task of rendering MacNeil’s apparently sprawling 
manuscript into a tight account of the Senate.  The book is both readable and precise, anecdotal and well-
documented.  If asked to identify a single book that captures the essence of the U.S. Senate and its path through 
time, I would pick The American Senate.  

Ron Peters 
Regents’ Professor of Political Science 

Carl Albert Center 
University of Oklahoma 

 
  

Return to Book List 



 
 

   APSA Legislative Studies Section Newsletter, January 2014, Book Notes                                                                Page 7 of 9 
 
 
 

The Gingrich Senators: The Roots of Partisan Warfare in Congress, Sean M. Theriault, 2013, Oxford University Press, 
ISBN 9780199307463, $27.95, paper, 254 pages.   

 
Debilitating partisanship in Congress is nothing new, but the temptation to blame the bickering on the contemporary 
political landscape leads us to ignore the origins of the problem.  Sean Theriault’s book, The Gingrich Senators: The Roots 

of Partisan Warfare in Congress, identifies the date everything began to change – 1978, the year Newt Gingrich was 
elected to the House.  Theriault builds the argument that the Gingrich Senators are different from other Republicans and 
their distinctiveness steadily changed the Senate to the polarized body we have today.  The book proceeds in four parts:  
an introduction to the Gingrich Senators, these Senators as party polarizers and partisan warriors, and their future in the 
Senate. 
  
The Gingrich Senators are simply Republicans who were elected to Congress after 1978 and held the office of 
Representative first.   He does not argue that Gingrich is the cause of partisanship in the Senate nor does he say its 
conversion begins and ends with the Gingrich Senators.  This point cannot be stressed enough – the atmosphere in the 
House after 1978 is the crucial variable that explains the Senate today (Chapter 1).  Theriault’s analysis shows how 
different the roll call votes of the Gingrich Senators are from those of their Republican colleagues.  Only 25% of the 
Gingrich Senators’ voting record can be explained by their conservative constituencies, and very little can be explained by 
the personal characteristics they share or by their own personal connection to Gingrich.   
 
As a semi-permanent minority, Republicans had been forced to negotiate with Democrats, but that changed with Ronald 
Reagan’s election.  Gingrich rose in prominence as Reagan’s agenda stalled during the recession.  By the time the Contract 

with America emerged, the Republican Party had been transformed into the image of the new Speaker.  As ardent 
conservative members migrated to the Senate, they steadily changed that chamber to reflect the behavior of the House 
(Chapter 2).  
  
In Part II, Theriault states that the Democrats’ ideological position has not changed since the 1970s but that Senate 
Republicans have become much more extreme.  Gingrich Senators’ extremism score is nearly twice that of other 
Republicans.  As former House members, Gingrich Senators remain just as confrontational after they enter the Senate 
(Chapter 3).  They hail from more conservative states (Republican voting, small population, and Southern).  Constituency is 
important but, even after Theriault controls for it, the Gingrich Senator Effect is still strong (Chapter 4).  When personal 
characteristics (age, religion, military service, etc.) and proximity to Gingrich are controlled, the Gingrich Senator Effect still 
persists (Chapter 5).  In Chapter 6, Theriault explains that Gingrich Senators typically have had longer careers than other 
Republicans because they raised more money, their seats were more secure, and they entered the Senate “in a series of 
elections that resulted in an avalanche” (87).   
 
In Part III, Theriault points out the Senate is no longer about policymaking; it is about making war.  The distinctiveness 
between the Gingrich Senators and the other Republicans is clearest when the Democrats have the majority.  The Gingrich 
Senators are more likely to co-sponsor legislation and to contribute to other Gingrich Senators’ campaigns than other 
Republican Senators (Chapter 7).  They are far less likely to support Obama’s nominees or his policies.  Some of the more 
moderate voices in the Senate retired because “compromise is too difficult” (119).  The Gingrich Senators are less likely 
than other Republicans to co-sponsor legislation introduced by Democrats (Chapter 9).   
 
The future of the Gingrich Senators is addressed in Part IV.  They have been emboldened by new compatriots in the battle 
– the Tea Party Senators who had success in 2010.  The war is likely to continue until the voters choose compromise over 
confrontation (Chapter 10).  Theriault posits that moderation is decreasing along with public approval of Congress.  
Democrats are also joining the battle as moderates are leaving or winning elections with shrinking margins.  The partisan 
war has not taken over committee deliberations yet but, as debate hits the floor, the war rages and the moderates are part 
of the collateral damage.  If the Republicans had won the Senate in 2012, 10 of the 22 Gingrich Senators would have 
become committee chairs.  Theriault reminds us that extremists lost ground in the 2012 elections yet the Republican 
Conference in the 2013-2014 Congress will still be even more conservative because the moderates have left (Chapter 11). 
 
This is an excellent book for academics that are familiar with explanations for partisanship in Congress – redistricting that 
all but eliminated competition, voter polarization, and manipulation of floor proceedings by party leaders.  But these 
arguments do not really apply to the Senate.  Political Science students who may attribute polarization to the influence of 
the media will also find the book very informative.   

Sondra Petty 
Graduate Student 

University of Oklahoma  
Return to Book List 
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The Wartime President: Executive Influence and the Nationalizing Politics of Threat (Chicago Series on 
International and Domestic Institutions), William G. Howell, Saul P. Jackman, and Jon C. Rogowski, 2013, University 
of Chicago Press, ISBN 9780226048390, $84.37, cloth, 368 pages. 
 
Presidential scholars tend to assume a strong causal relationship between war and presidential power. However, 
scant systematic evidence has been proffered to explain how wars alter the balance of powers across the various 
branches of government. In The Wartime President: Executive Influence and the Nationalizing Politics of Threat, the 
authors critically examine the proposition that during wars, presidents can exercise a measure of influence that 
eludes them during peace.  
 

The Wartime President begins by surveying the extant empirical and theoretical bases for the central contention that 
wars augment presidential influence. According to the authors, the evidentiary basis for the almost universally 
accepted claim about war and presidential power is underwhelming, at best. Political scientists have uncovered little 
quantitative evidence that presidential power expands during times of war. In addition, no theory exists to explain 
why presidents should enjoy a greater measure of influence over domestic and foreign policy making in wartime. 
More precisely, no theoretical explanation is offered for why members of Congress would permit a presidential 
action during war that they would oppose during peace.  
 
The authors remedy this deficiency by developing a theory that identifies the parameters of the political environment 
that lead Congress to enact policies that more closely resemble the president’s preferred policies. Drawing from the 
formal literature on inter- and intra-branch bargaining, their game-theoretic Policy Priority Model captures central 
features of executive-legislative negotiations by examining the bargains that are struck between the president and 
members of Congress. 
  
The Policy Priority Model demonstrates that members of Congress will enact policies that more closely reflect 
presidential preferences when they assign greater importance to the national, as opposed to either the local or 
regional, implications of public policy. The authors posit that when the nation enters into a period of war, legislators 
assign greater value to the national implications of policies and, consequently, defer more to presidential proposals 
than they would in times of peace because the uncertainty cost of deviating from the president’s proposal is 
magnified. Accordingly, the president’s relative expertise in the national outcomes of public policy guarantees 
congressional deference when the importance of national outcomes increases, as it does during times of war.     
 
After thoroughly describing the formal mechanisms of, and predictions generated by, the Policy Priority Model, the 
authors empirically test it by examining variations in the appropriations process in times of war and peace, and by 
comparing congressional voting behavior in times of war and peace. The authors ultimately find evidence in support 
of the Policy Priority Model. Notably, they find that congressional appropriations more closely approximate 
presidential budget proposals during war than during peace. Further, they find that the beginning of war frequently 
yields a Congress more inclined to vote in ways that reflect the ideological orientation of the president then in office. 
Consistent with one of the Model’s core predictions, the evidence demonstrates that wars increase presidential 
success in Congress.  
 
Lastly, the authors present a series of case studies that both conform to and challenge the evidence presented in 
previous chapters. These case studies demonstrate that, notwithstanding the predictive power of the Policy Priority 
Model, the effects of war on presidential influence are heterogeneous. The key feature of war implicated by the 
Policy Priority Model, namely the nationalization of policy outcomes, does well in explaining such diverse effects.  
 

The Wartime President makes a significant contribution to the existing literature on presidential power. This book 
provides a strong theoretical foundation for understanding the explicit ways in which war alters the separation of 
powers between Congress and the president. Specifically, the Policy Priority Model provides a theoretical basis for 
believing that wars might augment presidential success. Overall, The Wartime President marks an important shift in 
the way we understand the relationship between war and presidential power.  

Victoria Rickard 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
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US Politics and Climate Change: Science Confronts Policy, Glen Sussman and Byron W. Daynes, 2013, Lynne Rienner 
Publishers, ISBN 9781588268990, $58.00, cloth, 230 pages.  

 
In US Politics and Climate Change, Sussman and Daynes access the history and current state of climate change policy 
in America.  In doing so, the authors detail the plethora of difficulties faced during the policymaking process across 
different governing institutions and levels of government.  As the story unfolds, it is clear that climate change policy 
faces extraordinary barriers to change due to political factors, such as divisive party politics, inconsistent leadership, 
and a misinformed public.  The recent history of climate change policy in the U.S., as told by the authors, is a 
fascinating story of science meeting politics in a highly complex policymaking process. 
 
The book opens with a brief recount of the recent history of scientific findings regarding global climate change.  The 
authors foreshadow future policy-related problems, as a handful of dissenters in the scientific community create 
problems regarding the perception of consensus. 
 
After establishing the scientific basis for policy change, the authors describe how each branch of government has 
played a role in the creation or stagnation of climate change policy.  Congress proves to be especially problematic, as 
the issue of climate change created a large rift between the parties.  This problem is intensified by a small contingent 
of members labeled as “deniers” who refuse to accept the concept of global climate change.  The authors also 
illustrate how the complexity of the congressional committee system has hindered the policymaking process.   
 
The presidency has exhibited many of the same problems as Congress when it comes to climate change policy.  In 
particular, there has been a dramatic inconsistency in leadership for policy change across recent presidents – 
expressly between presidents of different parties.  The authors demonstrate how inconsistent leadership has further 
hindered the policy process.   
 
The book also details how the courts have played a significant role in climate change policy.  While there have been 
relatively few cases on the subject, the judiciary has proved to be an important policy venue.   
 
Public opinion has also created challenges for policy change.  A perceived lack of consensus in the scientific 
community and propaganda from both sides of the argument has created a confused and misinformed public.   
 
Finally, the authors explain how climate change policy has been handled at the state level.  This analysis is telling 
because many states have taken a proactive approach where the federal government’s policymaking process has 
stagnated.  
 
The strength of US Politics and Climate Change is its ability to tell a thorough, insightful story about recent 
developments regarding climate change policy in America.  The book benefits from the authors’ adroit ability to 
explain both the science behind global climate change and the hurdles found in the policymaking process across 
different political institutions.  This is an important work detailing what happens when science intersects with a 
divisive political environment. 

Tyler Hughes 
Carl Albert Graduate Fellow 

University of Oklahoma 
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This section is meant to provide LSS members with the basic citation information about 
recently completed dissertations dealing with legislatures. The source for this information 
is Cambridge Scientific Abstracts' database, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, using 
the query: KW= congress OR parliament OR legislative. The report is arranged in 
alphabetical order by author name. 
 
 

Author Title of Dissertation 
Allen, Kristen Coopie The structure of electoral success: Determining victory or defeat 

from contribution dispersion in state legislative races 
Belco, Michelle H. Unilateral orders and the legislative process 
Buzon Perez, Lorena Giselle President, Congress, and budget-making in Argentina and 

Mexico: The role of informal institutions 
Catt, Gary R. Measuring presidential legislative success as the distance policy 

moves 
Chand, Daniel E. Interest Group Scorecards and Legislative Satisfaction: Using 

Ratings to Explore the Private Bias in Public Policy 
Daniel, William Thomas All roads lead through Brussels? Career ambition and the 

European Parliament 
Diaz, Ana Maria Do institutions matter when it comes to electing more women in 

Parliaments? 
Hadjis, Jessica The Under-Representation of Women in Mauritian Parliament 
Mahoney, Anna Mitchell The  politics  of  women’s  legislative  caucuses 
Mbogo, Stephen A grounded theory study of the values and motivations for 

leadership among members of the emerging legislative assembly 
of South Sudan 

Palmer, Robert Kenneth Critical  Infrastructure:  Legislative  Factors  for  Preventing  a  “Cyber-
Pearl  Harbor” 

Perry, Brittany N. The Political Representation of Non-Citizen Latinos: An Analysis 
of Legislative Motivations 

Radean, Marius Party politics and legislative party switching 
Short, Adam Dale An Examination of the Effects of Institutional and Individual 

Characteristics on the Importance of Information Sources to 
Analysts in State Legislative Fiscal Offices 
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Author Title of Dissertation 
Sinegal, Shannon R. Southern  States’  Lower  Legislative  Districts  and  the  Perverse  

Effects Thesis 
Toner, Brendan Congress Y: How party leaders manage the House of 

Representatives 
Wang, Yi-ting Explaining the Strength of Legislative Committees: A Comparative 

Analysis 
Wysocki, Joseph F. Rhetorical Practice in Congress: A New Way to Understand 

Institutional Decline 
Yuravlivker, Dror Itzhak The Lame Duck Congress: Fair or Foul? 
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This section is meant to provide LSS members with the basic citation information about recent 
journal articles dealing with legislatures. The source for this information is Cambridge Scientific 
Abstracts' database, Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, using the query: KW= congress OR 
parliament OR legislative. The report is arranged in alphabetical order by journal name. 
 
 

Journal Author Title of Article 
American Journal of Political 
Science, vol. 57, no. 2 (2013): 
326-341 

Volden, Craig; Wiseman, Alan 
E; Wittmer, Dana E 

When Are Women More Effective 
Lawmakers Than Men? 

American Journal of Political 
Science, vol. 57 (2013): 624-642 

Grimmer, Justin Appropriators not Position Takers: The 
Distorting Effects of Electoral Incentives on 
Congressional Representation 

American Political Science 
Review, vol. 107 (2013): 259-274 

Reynolds, Andrew Representation and Rights: The Impact of 
LGBT Legislators in Comparative 
Perspective 

British Journal of Political 
Science, vol. 43, no. 3 (2013): 
629-650  

Kluver, Heike; Rodon, Toni Explaining Policy Position Choice of 
Europarties: The Effect of Legislative 
Resources 

British Politics, vol. 8, (2013): 
313-332  

Plumb, Alison; Marsh, David Beyond party discipline: UK Parliamentary 
voting on fox hunting 

Cambridge Review of 
International Affairs, vol. 26, no. 2 
(2013): 430-452 

Maguire, Lori The US Congress and the politics of 
Afghanistan: an analysis of the Senate 
Foreign Relations and Armed Services 
Committees during George W Bush’s 
second term 

Columbia Law Review, vol. 113, 
no. (2013): 265-345 

Barron, David J.; Rakoff, Todd 
D 

In Defense Of Big Waiver 

Columbia Law Review, vol. 113 
(2013): 483-530 

Love, John On The Record: Why The Senate Should 
Have Access To Treaty Negotiating 
Documents 

Columbia Law Review, vol. 113 
(2013): 657-732 

Price, Zachary S Dividing Sovereignty In Tribal And Territorial 
Criminal Jurisdiction 

Columbia Law Review, vol. 113, 
no. 4 (2013): 929-1006 

Grove, Tara Leigh The Exceptions Clause As A Structural 
Safeguard 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
Columbia Law Review, vol. 113, 
no. 4 (2013): 1051-1096 

White, Alexander Keep ‘Em Separated: Article I, Article V, 
And Congress’s Limited And Defined Role 
In The Progress Of Amending The 
Constitution 

Commonwealth and Comparative 
Poitics, vol. 51 (2013): 254-266 

Plumb, Alison Research note: a comparison of free vote 
patterns in Westminster-style parliaments 

Communist and Post-Communist 
Studies, vol. 46, no. 2 (2013): 
217-226 

Brunclik, Milos Problem of early elections and dissolution 
power in the Czech Republic 

Comparative Political Studies, vol. 
46, no. 4 (2013): 457-485 

Rommetvedt, Hilmar; Thesen, 
Gunnar; Christiansen, Peter 
Munk; Norgaard, Asbjorn 
Sonne 

Coping With Corporatism in Decline and the 
Revival of Parliament: Interest Group 
Lobbyism in Denmark and Norway, 1980-
2005 

Comparative Political Studies, vol. 
46 (2013): 767-790 

Barnes, Tiffany D; Burchard, 
Stephanie M 

“Engendering” Politics: The Impact of 
Descriptive Representation on Women’s 
Political Engagement in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Comparative Political Studies, vol. 
46, no. 9 (2013): 1112-1142 

Reh, Christine; Heritier, 
Adrienne; Bressanelli, 
Edoardo; Koop, Christel 

The Informal Politics of Legislation: 
Explaining Secluded Making in the 
European Union 

Democratization, vol. 20, no. 3 
(2013): 385-391 

Rai, Shirin M Disruptive democracy: analyzing legislative 
protest 

Democratization, vol. 20 (2013): 
392-416 

Spary, Carole Legislative protest as disruptive democratic 
practice 

Democratization, vol. 20, (2013): 
438-455 

Parkinson, John How legislatures work – and should work – 
as public space 

Democratization, vol. 20, no. 3 
(2013:) 456-477 

Armitage, Faith Peace and quiet in the British House of 
Commons, 1990-2010 

Democratization, vol. 20, no. 3 
(2013): 478-500 

Johnson, Rachel E Disrupting the South African parliament: 
performing opposition 1994-2013 

Democratization, vol. 20 (2013): 
501-521 

Llie, Cornelia Gendering confrontational rhetoric: 
discursive disorder in the British and 
Swedish parliaments 

Democratization, vol. 20, no. 3 
(2013): 539-552 

Spary, Carole; Garimella, 
Ravindra 

Managing disruptions in the Indian 
parliament: interview with Mr Ravindra 
Garimella, Lok Sabha Secretariat, 
Parliament of India 

Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of 
Post-Soviet Democratization, vol. 
21, no. 3 (2013): 425-454 

Vasylchenko, Serhij The Negative Consequences Of 
Proportional Representation In Ukraine 

East Asian Policy, vol. 5 (2013): 
5-13 

Zhiyue, Bo China’s New Leaders 

Economics & Politics, vol. 25 
(2013): 200-228 

Hankla, Charles R Fragmented Legislatures and the Budget: 
Analyzing Presidential Democracies 

Economics of Governance, vol. 
14 (2013): 107-126 

Kim, Jin-Hyuk Determinants of post-congressional 
lobbying employment 

European Journal of Political 
Economy, vol. 29 (2013): 168-182 

Evrenk, Haldun; Lambie-
Hanson, Timothy; Xu, Yourong 

Party-bosses vs. party-primaries: Quality of 
legislature under different selectorates 

   
European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 52 (2013): 237-
263 

Bolleyer, Nicole; Trumm, Siim; 
Banducci, Susan A 

Towards an organizational perspective on 
party funding: Explaining financial transfers 
from MEPs to their national parties 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 52, no. 3 (2013): 
390-418 

Vliegenthart, Rens; Walgrave, 
Stefaan; Zicha, Brandon 

How preferences, information and 
instructions interactively drive agenda-
setting: Questions in the Belgian parliament, 
1993-2000 

European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 52 (2013): 512-
535 

Sieberer, Ulrich Elections in Western European parliaments  

European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 52, no. 5 (2013): 
687-714 

Pedrazzani, Andrea; Zucchini, 
Francesco 

Horses and hippos: Why Italian government 
bills change in the legislative arena, 1987-
2006 

European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 52 (2013): 715-
746 

Finke, Daniel; Dannwolf, Tanja Domestic scrutiny of European Union 
politics: Between whistle blowing and 
opposition control 

European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 52, no. 6 (2013): 
773-796 

Bolleyer Nicole; Bytzek, 
Evelyn 

Origins of party formation and new party 
success in advanced democracies 

European Law Journal, vol. 19, 
no. 2 (2013): 201-218 

Schrauwen, Annette Granting the Right to Vote for the European 
Parliament to Resident Third-Country 
Nationals: Civic Citizenship Revisited 

European Law Journal, vol. 19, 
no. 3 (2013): 382-403 

Raeding, Michael; Hardacre, 
Alan 

The European Parliament and the Future of 
Comitology after Lisbon 

European Union Politics, vol. 14, 
no. 1 (2013): 3-22 

Walczak, Agnieszka; van der 
Brug, Wouter 

Representation in the European Parliament: 
Factors affecting the attitude congruence of 
voters and candidates in the EP elections 

European Union Politics, vol. 14 
(2013): 70-94 

Cross, James P Everyone’s a winner (almost): Bargaining 
success in the Council of Ministers of the 
European Union  

European Union Politics, vol. 14 
(2013): 95-114 

de Ruiter, Rik Full disclosure? The Open Method of 
Coordination, parliamentary debates and 
media coverage 

European Union Politics, vol. 14, 
no. 1 (2013): 161-178 

Doring, Holger The collective action of data collection: A 
data infrastructure on parties, elections and 
cabinets 

European Union Politics, vol. 14, 
no. 2 (2013): 273-296 

Hurka, Steffen Changing the output: The logic of 
amendment success in the European 
Parliament’s ENVI Committee 

European Union Politics, vol. 14 
(2013): 297-323 

Winzen, Thomas European integration and national 
parliamentary oversight institutions 

European Union Politics, vol. 14, 
no. 3 (2013): 345-365 

Franchino., Fabio; Mariotto, 
Camilla 

Explaining negotiations in the conciliation 
committee 

European Union Politics, vol. 14 
(2013): 366-387 

Rasmussen, Anne; Toshkov, 
Dimiter 

The effect of stakeholder involvement on 
legislative duration: Consultation of external 
actors and legislative duration in the 
European Union 

European Union Politics, vol. 14 
(2013): 388-407 

Klover, Heike; Sagarzazu, 
Inaki 

Ideological congruency and decision-making 
speed: The effect of partisanship across 
European Union institutions 

European Union Politics, vol.14, 
no. 3 (2013): 436-457 

Gattermann, Katjana News about the European Parliament: 
Patterns and external drivers of broadsheet 
coverage 

European Union Politics, vol. 14, 
no. 3 (2013): 458-471 

Delgado-Marquez, Blanca L.; 
Kaeding, Michael; Palomares, 
Antonio 

A more balanced composition of the 
European Parliament with degressive 
proportionality 
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French Politics, vol. 11, no. 1 
(2013): 1-23 

Brack, Nathalie; Costa, Olivier The challenges of territorial representation 
at the supranational level: The case of 
French MEPs 

French Politics, vol. 11, no. 2 
(2013): 169-181 

Southwell, Priscilla L. Gender parity thwarted? The effect of 
electoral reform on Senate and European 
Parliamentary elections in France, 1999-
2011 

Global Change, Peace & 
Security, vol. 25 (2013): 175-189 

Hendrickson, Ryan C Libya and American war powers: war-
making decisions in the United States 

Industrial and Labor Relations 
Review, vol. 66 (2013): 467-486 

Sojourner, Aaron J Do Unions Promote Members’ Electoral 
Office Holding? Evidence From Correlates 
of State Legislatures’ Occupational Shares 

International Journal of 
Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence, vol. 26 
(2013): 417-420 

Nolte, William M Measuring Congressional Dysfunction 

Israel Affairs, vol. 19, no. 2 
(2013): 306-320 

Friedberg, Chen Oversight by the State Control Committee in 
the Israeli parliament: form of accountability 
under stress 

Journal of Common Market 
Studies, vol. 51, no. 2 (2013): 
298-315 

Sprungk, Carina Legislative Transposition of Directives: 
Exploring the Other Role of National 
Parliaments in the European Union 

Journal of Common Market 
Studies, vol. 51, no. 4 (2013): 
740-755 

Lopatin, Esther The Changing Position of the European 
Parliament on Irregular Migration and 
Asylum under Co-decision 

Journal of Common Market 
Studies, vol. 51, no. 5 (2013): 
832-848 

Daniel, William T. When the Agent Knows Better than the 
Principal: The Effect of Education and 
Seniority on European Parliament 
Rapporteur Assignment 

Journal of European Integration, 
vol. 35, no. 4 (2013): 375-390 

Dobbels, Mathias; Neuhold, 
Christine 

‘The Roles Bureaucrats Play’: The Input of 
European Parliament (EP) Administrators 
into the Ordinary  
Legislative Procedure: A Case Study 
Approach 

Journal of European Integration, 
vol. 35, no. 5 (2013): 531-546 

Cooper, Ian Bicameral or Tricameral? National 
Parliaments and Representative Democracy 
in the European Union 

Journal of European Integration, 
vol. 35 (2013): 547-563 

Sprungk Carina A New Type of Representative Democracy? 
Reconsidering the Role of National 
Parliaments in the European Union 

Journal of European Integration, 
vol. 35 (2013): 565-582 

Puntscher Riekmann, Sonja; 
Wydra, Doris 

Representation in the European State of 
Emergency: Parliaments against 
Governments 

Journal of European Integration, 
vol. 35, no. 6 (2013): 653-668 

Bressanelli, Edoardo Competitive and Coherent? Profiling the 
Europarties in the 2009 European 
Parliament Elections 

   
Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 4 (2013): 495-
514 

Egeberg, Morten; Gornitzka, 
Ase; Trondal, Jarle; 
Johannessen, Mathias 

Parliament staff: unpacking the behavior of 
officials in the European Parliament 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 4 (2013): 571-
588 

Muhlbock, Monika Linking Council and European Parliament? 
Voting unity of national parties in bicameral 
EU decision-making 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20 (2013): 606-625 

Vasilopoulou, Sofia; 
Gattermann, Katjana 

Matching policy preferences: the linkage 
between voters and MEPs 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 941-
952 

Burns, Charlotte; Rasmussen, 
Anne; Reh, Christine 

Legislative codecision and its impact on the 
political system of the European Union 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 5 (2013): 972-
987 

Ripoll Servent, Ariadna Holding the European Parliament 
responsible: policy shift in the Data 
Retention Directive from consultation to 
codecision 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 988-
1005 

Burns, Charlotte Consensus and compromise become 
ordinary-but at what cost? A critical analysis 
of the impact of the changing norms of 
codecision upon European Parliament 
committees 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 
1006-1024 

Rasmussen, Anne; Reh, 
Christine 

The consequences of concluding codecision 
early: trilogues and intra-institutional 
bargaining success 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 
1025-1039 

Costello, Rory; Thomson, 
Robert 

The distribution of power among EU 
institutions: who wins under codecision and 
why? 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 
1040-1055 

Huber, Katrin; Shackleton, 
Michael 

Codecision: a practitioner’s view from inside 
the Parliament 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 
1056-1073 

Lord, Christopher The democratic legitimacy of codecision 

Journal of European Public 
Policy, vol. 20, no. 7 (2013): 
1074-1082 

Heritier, Andrienne Twenty years of legislative codecision in the 
European Union: experience and 
implications 

Journal of Political Economy, vol. 
121, no. 3 (2013): 584-608 

Koriyama, Yukio; Laslier, 
Jean-Francois; Mace, Antonin; 
Treibich, Rafael 

Optimal Apportionment 

Journal of Public Administration 
Research and Theory, vol. 23 
(2013): 495-519 

West, William F; Raso, Connor Who Shapes the Rulemaking Agenda? 
Implications for Bureaucratic 
Responsiveness and Bureaucratic Control 

Journal of Public Policy, vol. 33 
(2013): 3-33 

Boehmke, Frederick J; 
Gaimard, Sean; Patty, John W 

Business as usual: interest group access 
and representation across policy-making 
venues 

Journal of Theoretical Politics, 
vol. 25, no. 2 (2013): 234-259 

Kypriotis, Chris Theories of legislative politics and 
committee action in the postwar U.S. House 
of Representatives 

Journal of Theoretical Politics, 
vol. 25 (2013): 338-362 

Chen, Ying; Eraslan, Hulya Informational loss in bundled bargaining 

Law & Society Review, vol. 47, 
no. 1 (2013): 199-228 

Blackstone, Bethany An Analysis of Policy-Based Congressional 
Responses to the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
Constitutional Decisions 

Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38, no. 2 (2013): 155-184 

Harden, Jeffrey J Multidimensional Responsiveness: The 
Determinants of Legislators’ 
Representational Priorities 

Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38, no. 2 (2013): 185-204 

Jones, David R Do Major Policy Enactments Affect Public 
Evaluations of Congress? The Case of 
Health Care Reform 

Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38 (2013): 208-236 

Smith, Steven S.; Ostrander, 
Ian: Pope, Christopher M 

Majority Party Power and Procedural 
Motions in the U.S. Senate 

Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38, no. 2 (2013): 237-258 

Baker, Travis J; Hedge, David 
M 

Term Limits and Legislative-Executive 
Conflict in the American States 
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Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38, no. 2 (2013): 259-282 

Jensen, Christian B; Proksch, 
Sven-Oliver; Slapin, Jonathan 
B 

Parliamentary Questions, Oversight, and 
National Opposition Status in the European 
Parliament  

Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38, no. 2 (2013): 349-376 

McGrath, Robert J Congressional Oversight Hearings and 
Policy Control 

Legislative Studies Quarterly, vol. 
38 (2013): 405-430 

McTague, John; Pearson-
Merkowitz, Shanna 

Voting from the Pew: The Effect of 
Senators’ Religious Identities on Partisan 
Polarization in the U.S. Senate 

New Genetics and Society, vol. 
32, no. 2 (2013): 119-134 

Childs, Sarah: Evans, 
Elizabeth; Webb Paul 

“Quicker than a consultation at the 
hairdressers”: abortion and the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 

Party Politics, vol. 19 (2013): 432-
457 

Crespin, Michael H; Rohde, 
David W; Wielen, Ryan J 
Vander 

Measuring variations in party unity voting: 
An assessment of agenda effects 

Party Politics, vol. 19 (2013): 477-
501 

Vergeer, Maurice; Hermans, 
Liesbeth; Sams, Steven 

Online social networks and micro-blogging 
in political campaigning: The exploration of 
a new campaign tool and a new campaign 
style 

Perspectives on European 
Politics and Society, vol. 14, no. 2 
(2013): 203-222 

Busby, Amy ‘Bursting the Brussels Bubble’: Using 
Ethnography to Explore the European 
Parliament as a Transnational Political Field 

Policy Studies Journal, vol. 41, 
no. 2 (2013): 365-387 

Ringquist, Evan J; Neshkova, 
Milena I; Aamidor, Joseph 

Campaign Promises, Democratic 
Governance, and Environmental Policy in 
the U.S. Congress 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 102-114 

Esterling, Kevin M; Lazer, 
David M J; Neblo, Michael A 

Connecting to Constituents: The Diffusion of 
Representation Practices among 
Congressional Websites 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 127-140 

Minta, Michael D; Sinclair-
Chapman, Valeria 

Diversity in Political Institutions and 
Congressional Responsiveness to Minority 
Interests 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 154-166 

Basabe-Serrano, Santiago; 
Polga-Hecimovich, John 

Legislative Coalitions and Judical Turnover 
under Political Uncertainty: The Case of 
Ecuador 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 352-369 

Jochim, Ashley E; Jones, 
Bryan D 

Issue Politics in a Polarized Congress 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 370-384 

Parker, David C W; Goodman 
Craig 

Our State’s Never Had Better Friends: 
Resource Allocation, Home Styles, and Dual 
Representation in the Senate 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 385-398 

Basinger, Scott J Scandals and Congressional Elections in 
the Post-Watergate Era 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 559-571 

Mooney, Christopher Z Explaining Legislative Leadership Influence: 
Simple Collective Action or Conditional 
Explanations 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 585-599 

Hayes, Thomas J Responsiveness in an Era of Inequality: The 
Case of the U.S. Senate 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 600-614 

Jeong, Gyung-Ho Congressional Politics of U.S. Immigration 
Reforms: Legislative Outcomes Under 
Multidimensional Negotiations 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 630-664 

Parker, David C W; Dull, 
Matthew 

Rooting Out Waste, Fraud, and Abuse: The 
Politics of House Committee Investigations, 
1947-2004 
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Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 702-714 

Gershon, Sarah Allen Media Coverage of Minority 
Congresswomen and Voter Evaluations: 
Evidence from an Online Experimental 
Study 

Political Research Quarterly, vol. 
66 (2013): 715-726 

Dunaway, Johanna; Lawrence, 
Regina G; Rose, Melody; 
Weber, Christopher R 

Traits versus Issues: How Female 
Candidates Shape Coverage of Senate and 
Gubernatorial Races 

Political Studies, vol. 61 (2013): 
356-377 

Aleman, Eduardo; Calvo, 
Ernesto 

Explaining Policy Ties in Presidential 
Congresses: A Network Analysis of Bill 
Initiation Data 

Politics & Policy, vol. 41 (2013): 
420-446 

Kinyondo, Abel; Pelizzo, 
Riccardo 

Strengthening Legislatures: Some Lessons 
from the Pacific Region 

Presidential Studies Quarterly, 
vol. 43 (2013): 412-426 

Adler, William D The Historical Presidency: “Generalissimo 
of the Nation”: War Making and the 
Presidency in the Early Republic 

Presidential Studies Quarterly, 
vol. 43, no. 3 (2013): 523-537 

MacDonald, Jason A Congressional Power over Executive 
Branch Policy Making: Limitations on 
Bureaucratic Regulations, 1989-2009 

PS: Political Science & Politics, 
vol. 46 (2013): 485-487 

Oleszek, Walter J Louis Fisher: A Public Intellectual 

PS: Political Science & Politics, 
vol. 46 (2013): 498-504 

Kassop, Nancy Control over Executive Branch Information: 
Who “Judges”  

PS: Political Science & Politics, 
vol. 46 (2013): 505-509 

Adler, David Gray Louis Fisher on the Constitution and the 
War Power 

PS: Political Science & Politics, 
vol. 46, no. 3 (2013): 510-514 

Farrier, Jasmine Louis Fisher on Congress and the Budget: 
Institutional Responsibility and Other 
Taboos 

Public Choice, vol. 155 (2013): 1-
18 

Jackson, Jeremy Tax earmarking, party politics and 
gubernatorial veto: theory and evidence 
from US states 

Public Choice, vol. 155 (2013): 
211-228 

Dorsch, Michael Bailout for sale? The vote to save Wall 
Street 

Public Choice, vol. 156 (2013): 
77-94 

Peress, Michael Candidate positioning and responsiveness 
to constituent opinion in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

Qualitative Sociology, vol. 36 
(2013): 53-79 

Berman, Elizabeth Popp; 
Milanes-Reyes, Laura M 

The Politicization of Knowledge Claims: The 
“Laffer Curve” in the U.S. Congress 

Regional Studies, vol. 47, no. 3 
(2013): 356-367 

Vanlangenakker, Ine; 
Maddens, Bart; Put, Gert-Jan 

Career Patterns in Multievel States: An 
Analysis of the Belgian Regions 

Representation, vol. 49 (2013): 1-
16 

Joshi, Devin K The Representation of Younger Age 
Cohorts in Asian Parliaments: Do Electoral 
Systems Make a Difference? 

Social Choice and Welfare, vol. 
40, no. 3 (2013): 715-737 

De Sinopoli, Francesco; 
Ferrasis, Leo; Iannantuoni, 
Giovanna 

Electing a parliament 

Social Choice and Welfare, vol. 
40 (2013): 745-751 

Groseclose, Tim; Milyo, Jeffrey  

Social Science Quarterly, vol. 94 
(2013): 175-199 

Battista, James C Financial Interests and Economic Diversity 
in State Legislatures 

Social Science Quarterly, vol. 94 
(2013): 217-241 

Taydas, Zeynep; Ozdamar, 
Ozgur 

A Divided Government, an Ideological 
Parliament and an Insecure Leader: 
Turkey’s Indecision about Joining the Iraq 
War 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
Social Science Quarterly, vol. 94 
(2013): 506-529 

Crespin, Michael H; 
Finocchiaro, Charles J 

Elections and the Politics of Pork in the U.S. 
Senate 

Social Science Quarterly, vol. 94 
(2013): 530-550 

Lynch, Michael S; Madonna, 
Anthony J 

Viva Voce: Implications from the 
Disappearing Voice Vote, 1865-1996 

Social Science Quarterly, vol. 94 
(2013): 551-568 

Fine, Jeffrey A; Aziz, Nadia N Does the Political Environment Matter? 
Arab-American Representation and 
September 11th  

Society, vol. 50 (2013): 224-229 Goodheart, Eugene Deal or No Deal 
The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 1 (2013): 22-
41 

Miklin, Eric Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation in EU 
Affairs and the Austrian Parliament: 
Empowering the Opposition 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 1 (2013): 42-
59 

Solvak, Mihkel Private Members’ Bills and the Personal 
Vote: Neither Selling nor Shaving 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19 (2013): 60-75 

Straus, Jacob R Use of ‘Dear Colleague’ Letters in the US 
House of Representatives: A Study of 
Internal Communications 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 1 (2013): 
392-409 

Carter, Caitriona A Rethinking UK Parliamentary Adaptation in 
EU Affairs: Devolution and Europeanisation 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 2 (2013): 
129-140 

Costa, Olivier Introduction: Parliamentary Representation 
in France 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 2 (2013): 
219-245 

Vigour, Cecile French MPs and Law-making: Deputies’ 
Activities & Citizens’ Perceptions 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 2 (2013): 
246-260 

Brouard, Sylvain MPs’ Issue Attention in Parliament: 
Evidence of Stick-Slip Process of Attention 
Allocation in the French National Assembly 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 2 (2013:) 
261-277 

Costa, Olivier; Schnatterer, 
Tinette; Squarcioni, Laure 

The French Constitutional Law of 23 July 
2008 as seen by MPs: Working or Talking 
Parliament 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 2 (2013): 
278-283 

Costa, Olivier Conclusion: Challenging the Conventional 
Wisdoms about Parliamentary 
Representation in France 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 3 (2013): 
287-308 

Manow, Philip Mixed Rules, Different Roles? An Analysis 
of the Typical Pathways into the Bundestag 
and of MPs’ Parliamentary Behavior 

The Journal of Legislative 
Studies, vol. 19, no. 3 (2013): 
410-421 

Leston-Bandeira, Cristina: 
Thompson, Louise 

Mind the Gap: Using UK Parliamentary 
Sources to Enhance Teaching 

The Journal of Politics, vol. 75 
(2013): 283-299 

Cameron, Charles M; 
Kastellec, Jonathan P; Park, 
Jee-Kwang 

Voting for Justices: Change and Continuity 
in Confirmation Voting 1937-2010 

The Journal of Politics, vol. 75, 
no. 2 (2013): 330-342 

Tausanovitch, Chris; 
Warshaw, Christopher 

Measuring Constituent Policy Preferences in 
Congress, State Legislatures, and Cities 

The Journal of Politics, vol. 75, 
no. 2 (2013): 535-551 

Eggers, Andrew C; 
Hainmueller, Jens 

Capitol Losses: The Mediocre Performance 
of Congressional Stock Portfolios 

The Journal of Politics, vol. 75 
(2013): 613-631 

Peress, Michael Estimating Proposal and Status Quo 
Locations Using Voting and Cosponsorship 
Data 

The Journal of Politics, vol. 75, 
no. 3 (2013): 773-786 

Ellis, Christopher Social Context and Economic Biases in 
Representation 
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Journal Author Title of Article 
The Journal of Politics, vol. 75, 
no. 3 (2013): 787-802 

Minozzi, William; Volden, 
Craig 

Who Heeds the Call of the Party in 
Congress? 

The Journal of Politics, vol. 75 
(2013): 835-847 

Schiller, Wendy J; Stewart, 
Charles, III; Xiong, Benjamin 

U.S. Senate Elections before the 17th 
Amendment: Political Party Cohesion and 
Conflict 1871-1913 

The Social Science Journal, vol. 
50, no. 2 (2013): 177-188 

King, James D; Riddlesperger, 
James W 

Senate confirmation of cabinet 
appointments: Congress-centered, 
presidency-centered, and nominee-centered 
explanations 

Turkish Studies, vol. 14, no. 3 
(2013): 564-580 

Yuvaci, Abdullah The Voting Behavior of the European 
Parliament Members on Turkish Accession: 
A Quantitative Analysis of a Special Status 
Amendment Vote on Turkey 

Zhejiang Daxue Zuebao, vol. 43, 
no. 2 (2013): 74-89 

Lu, Qunxing Invisible Legislators: The Function and the 
Legitimacy Problem of Legislative Staff in 
Legislation in China 
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Links to recent articles in Governing magazine: 

“California Republicans Try to Reenergize the GOP”  by John Buntin 
The California Republican Party’s willingness to embrace unconventional leadership may provide 
insights into what the GOP will need to do to win elections nationally in the coming era of the 
white minority.  

“What (Not) to Expect from Congress This Session”  by Peter A. Harkness 
Congress is back, but don’t expect the players in this sad comedy to know or care much about 
how any pieces of legislation they pass will affect our states, regions or metros. 

“12 State Legislators to Watch in 2014”  by Louis Jacobson 
It’s a tough time to be a politician, but these state lawmakers are really making a mark.  

“California Rethinks Term Limits, Again”  by Chris Kardish 
California voters eased restrictions in 2012 on how long lawmakers can serve. The changes are 
already helping some think more about the future when crafting policies.  
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Volume 37, Number 1, January 2014 
 
 

 

  
 

APSA – Papers presented at the American Political Science Association annual meeting, 
Chicago, August 29 – September 1, 2013  
 
NPSA – Papers presented at the Northeastern Political Science Association annual meeting, 
Philadelphia, November 14 – 16, 2013. 
 
SPSA – Papers presented at the Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New 
Orleans, January 9 – 11, 2014.  
 

 
 
 

American Political Science Association (APSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Aleman, Eduardo; Casquetti, Daniel The Policy Ties of Factionalized Parties 
Bachner, Jennifer Bipartisan Signaling: A Comparison of Bill Co-sponsorship to Party 

Unity Vote Scores 
Bailer, Stefanie; Ohmura, Tamaki Parliamentary Careers and their Influence on Legislative Behaviour 
Baker, Anne E.  Getting Short-Changed?: The Impact of Outside Money on District 

Representation 
Barber, Michael The Increasing Influence of Individual Donors on the Polarization of 

American Legislatures 
Bardi, Luciano Electoral Reform and Party Personnel in Italy (1987-2008): Does 

Recruitment Still Follow Internal Lines? 
Bardi, Luciano; Passarelli, Gianluca; 
Ignazi, Piero 

Electoral Reform and Party Personnel in Italy (1987-2008): Does 
Recruitment Still Follow Internal Lines?  

Beckmann, Matthew N.; Chaturvedi, 
Neil; Garcia, Jennifer 

Targeting The Treatment: The Logic Behind Lyndon Johnson’s 
Lobbying 

Bekafigo, Marija Anna Party and Committee Leadership Behavior, 1949-2009 
Bendix, William Ideology and Committee Chairs: The Decline of Formal Bill 

Deliberations in the U.S. House 
Berry, Christopher; Howell, William G. Political Extremists and the Distribution of Federal Outlays 
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Author Title of Paper 
Bertholini, Frederico; Fajardo, Bernardo 
de Abreau Guelber; de Faveri, Diego 

What Should State Legislators Do? What Laws Do People Want? 
Political Careers and Legislative Production in State Assemblies in 
Brazil 

Bishin, Benjamin; Incantalupo, Matthew; 
Silva, Andrea; Lang, Marcus John 

When Do Legislators Defy Popular Sovereignty? Testing Theories of 
Minority Representation on Immigration Legislation 

Bleck, Jaimi; van de Walle, Nicholas Explaining Presidential Reelection in Africa: Culture, Institutions and 
Political Resources 

Bond, Jon R.; Fleisher, Richard Winning on the Other Party’s Turf: Voters and Candidates in 
Congressional Elections 

Bridge, Dave  Presidential Power Denied: Presidency-Centered Versus President-
Centered Explanations of Veto Overrides 

Butler, Daniel M. Explaining the Disconnect Between Constituents’ Opinions and 
Legislative Polarization; Experimental Evidence of Bias in How Public 
Officials Discount the Opinions of Constituents They Disagree with  

Cann, Damon M.; Pope, Jeremy Clayne Open vs. Closed Rules and Conditional Party Government: A 
Computational Model 

Carnes, Nicholas Why do Millionaires Run Our Country? Evidence from the 2012 
National Candidate Study 

Casellas, Jason P.; Chiou, Fang-Yi An Item Response Model for Roll Call Votes on Latino Representation 
Centellas, Miguel Legislative Candidate Selection and Institutional Reforms: Evidence 

from the Bolivian Case 
Chaturvedi, Neil Hedging and Hiding: Moderate Senators and their Influence of the 

Legislative Agenda 
Clinton, Joshua D.; Jackman, Saul P.; 
Jackman, Molly 

Characterizing Chief Executives: The Relationship between Presidents 
and Congress, 1877-2010 

Clinton, Joshua D.; Lapinski, John Polarization, “Bridges,” and Lawmaking, 1874-2010 
Close, Caroline; Lopez, Lidia Nunez Party Cohesion in European Legislatures: Cross-Country and Cross-

Party Comparisons 
Coman, Emanuel Public Opinion and Policy Responsiveness: Evidence from 22 Western 

Democracies 
Cormack, Lindsey Strategic Position Revelation in the U.S. Congress: How Legislators 

Communicate Vote Choice to Constituents 
Crespin, Michael Redistricting and Individual Contributions to Congressional Candidates 
Currey, James M. The Politics of Brinkmanship: Empowering Presidents and Party 

Leaders in the Policy Process 
Daeubler, Thomas; Hix, Simon Personal Vote-Seeking in Ordered List Systems: How Electoral 

Incentives Shape MEP Behaviour 
Dickinson, Matthew The President and Congress in an Era of Divided Government and 

Nationalized Politics 
Doherty, Brendan J.; Gerrity, Jessica C. The Electoral Implications of Presidential Appointments of Members of 

Congress 
Esterling, Kevin M.; Neblo, Michael; 
Lazer, David; Minozzi, William 

The Relationship between a “Don’t Know” Response and Approval of 
Members of Congress: A Randomized Experiment 

Evans, Kevin; Marshall, Bryan W. The Politics of Credit in Washington and at Home 
Farrar-Myers, Victoria A.; Gulati, Girish 
J.; Skinner, Richard M. 

The Impact of Outside Spending on the 2012 Campaigns for Congress 

Gamm, Gerald; Kousser, Thad Parties and Pork in American State Legislatures 
Godbout, Jean-Francois; Hoyland, Bjorn Parliamentary Voting in Canada 
Golden, Miriam A.; Min, Brian K. Farmers, Industry, and the Politics of Electricity in India 
Gonzalez-Aller, Angelina “Dear Colleague, please join us in cosponsoring”: Gender and Patterns 

of Institutional Support in the U.S. House of Representatives 
Green, Donald P.; Krasno, Jonathan S.; 
Panagopoulos, Costas 

Measuring Access and Influence: A Close Look at Lobbying in the State 
Legislatures 
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Author Title of Paper 
Green, Matthew N. Persuasion as the Tool of Power: A Study of the U.S. Congress and  

Speakers of the House 
Grimmer, Justin; Goodman, Craig; 
Parker, David CW; Zlotnick, Frannie 

Home Style in the Internet Age: The Use of Electronic Newsletters by 
Members of Congress 

Grindlife, Stonegarden Expressive Polarization in Political Discourse 
Grose, Christian R.; Van Houweling, 
Robert;  

Legislator Explanations of Policy Positions and Citizen Evaluations: 
Two Field Experiments 

Gschwend, Thomas, Zittel, Thomas Assigning Committee Seats in Mixed-Member Systems-How Important 
is “Localness” compared to the Mode of Election? 

Hall, Thad E.; Williams, Lucy Moderates in the Senate: Keystones or Over-Rated? 
Hallett, Brien The Constitutional Separation of Powers and the Imperial Presidency: 

Cause and Effect 
Harbridge, Lauren Out-of-Step but Keeping Your Office: Differences in Legislative 

Responsiveness Between Voting and Cosponsorship Coalitions 
Hartog, Chris Den Party Voting in the 19th Century House  
Heller, William B.; Branduse, Diana Measuring Institutions: Independence, Authority, and Accountability, 

with an Application to Legislative Process 
Highton, Ben; Buttice, Matthew Electoral Selection and Legislator Adaption as Mechanisms for 

Responsiveness to Constituency Opinion in Congress 
Hinojosa, Magda; Shair-Rosenfield, 
Sarah 

Female Incumbency, Re-election, and Voter Choice in Chile 

Hoyland, Bjorn; Hix, Simon; Hobolt, 
Sara Binzer 

Career Paths and Legislative Activities of Members of the European 
Parliament 

Huberty, Mark Applying Natural Language Processing for Computer-assisted Analysis 
of Legislative History: The LegHist Package for R 

Izquierdo, Richard Alexander Constructing a Constitutional Legacy in Constrained Space: Rethinking 
the High Court Maneuvers of  Presidents Richard Nixon and Bill Clinton 

Jenkins, Jeffery A.; Monroe, Nathan W. Moving Beyond Roll Rates: Connecting Theory and Measures of 
Legislative Agenda Power 

Jenkins, Shannon The Impact of Institutional Setting on the Legislative Process 
Jones, Philip E. Does the Description Representation of Gender Influence 

Accountability for Substantive Representation 
Kalaf-Hughes, Nicole Debating the DREAM Act: Position-Taking and Legislative Speech 
Kalaf-Hughes, Nicole; Pietryka, Matthew Working Relationships: Content, Characteristics, and Cosponsorship in 

the U.S. House of Representatives 
Kerevel, Yann A “Snakes and Ladders” Theory of Political Ambition: The Implications 

of Pursuing a Political Career Without Reelection  
Kim, Henry A.; Waugh, Andrew Scott Covering the Cost of Toeing the Party Line 
Kim, Mi-son The Veto Players Theory Revisited from the Responsible Party 

Perspective 
Kirkland, Justin Citizen Ideology, Electoral Institutions, and Party Cohesion in State 

Legislatures 
Klasnja, Marko Increasing rents and Incumbency disadvantage  
Kolodny, Robin A.; Dwyre, Diana Political Party Activity in the 2012 Elections: Sophisticated 

Orchestration or Diminished Influence? 
Kriner, Douglas L.; Reeves, Andrew  The Particularistic President: The Targeting of Federal Grant Spending  
Lazarus, Jeffrey; McKay, Amy Melissa; 
Herbel, Lindsey C. 

Who Goes Through The “Revolving Door?” Examining the Lobbying 
Activity of Former Congress Members and Staffers 

Li, Peter M. Measuring Cohesion in Likeness: Revisiting Rice (1928) 
Llaudet, Elena Parties’ Strategic Behavior as a Source of Incumbency Advantage: An 

Analysis of Spanish Senatorial Elections from 1977 to 2008 
Lowe, Will There’s (Basically) Only One Way to Do It: Some Unifying Theory for 

Text Scaling Models 
MacDonald, Jason A. Lobbying Agencies through the Congressional Appropriations Process 
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Author Title of Paper 
MacKenzie, Scott A.; Finocchiaro, 
Charles J. 

Seeking Credit Where It Can Be Found: The Effects of Institutions, 
Electoral Competition and Political Experience on Legislative 
Entrepreneurship 

Mahoney, Anna M. Creating Mechanisms of Power and Persuasion: Four Case Studies 
Establishing the Origins of Women’s Legislative Caucuses 

Matland, Richard E.; Kunovich, Sheri L. Modeling The Effects of Preferential Voting on Women’s 
Representation in Norway and Poland 

McGrath, Robert J.; Rogowski, Jon C.; 
Ryan, Josh M. 

Gubernatorial Veto Power and Legislative Coalitions 

McKelvy, Andrew J. Variations in Legislative Success Among Executives in Westminster 
Democracies 

Mecham, Quinn; Liodolt, Bryce Parliamentary Opposition Under Egyptian Authoritarianism: The 
Legislative Impact of the Muslim Brotherhood 2000-2010 

Micozzi, Juan Pablo; Kikuchi, Hirokazu Scaling the Progressive Ladder: Partisanship, Ambition and Roll-Call 
Behavior in the Argentine House and Senate 

Miler, Kristina The Request or the Assignment? The Impact of Committees on 
Legislative Behavior 

Miroff, Bruce Presidents and Economic Royalists 
Noel, Hans Separating Ideology from Party in Roll Call Data 
O’Brien, Diana Z. Representing Women: Explaining the Adoption of Women’s Issues 

Legislation in Western European States 
Oliver, Steven M. Limiting Coordination: Institutional Constraints on Delegate 

Coordination in China’s Local People’s Congresses 
Overby, L. Marvin; Tromborg, Mathias Exploring Interest Group Influence in the U.S. House of 

Representatives 
Peress, Michael; Battista, James S.C.; 
Richman, Jesse T. 

Policy Representation in the State Legislatures 

Platt, Matthew B. From Trailblazers to Tokens: the Paradox of Ambition 
Powell, Eleanor Neff; Grimmer, Justin Money in Exile: Campaign Contributions and Committee Access 
Powell, Lynda W. Bipartisanship: Modeling Cross-Party Coalition Building Activity in the 

99 State Legislative Chambers 
Reagan, Daniel J.; Malecha, Gary Lee Institutional Settings and Deliberations: The “Old” and “New” Congress 
Ringe, Niles; Victor, Jennifer Nicoll Addressing Congressional Partisan Polarization one Caucus at a Time 
Rothenburg, Lawrence S.; Chiou, Fang-
Yi 

Disentangling the Two Presidencies: A New Approach 

Rouse, Stella M.; Swers, Michele L.; 
Bratton, Kathleen A. 

Gender, Race, and Coalition Building: Agenda Setting as a Mechanism 
for Collaboration Among Minority Groups in Congress 

Sarbaugh-Thompson, Marjorie Winning Friends and Influencing People: Legislative Power  
Schiumerini, Luis Enrique Why is there an Incumbency Bias in the Developing World? An 

Information Theory with Evidence From Latin America 
Schmidt, Gregory D. Preference Voting and Election of Women in Peru: Characteristics, 

Trends, Variables, and Counterfactual Comparisons 
Schmitt, Carly; LaForge, Chera A.; 
Brant, Hanna 

Primaries, Partisanship, and Polarization in the Senate 

Schuler, Paul J. The Impact of Regime-Sanctioned Transparency in an Authoritarian 
Parliament 

Shafie, David M. A “Punctured” Equilibrium: Legislative Gridlock and Executive 
Leadership in Environmental Policymaking 

Shair-Rosenfield, Sarah; Stoyan, 
Alissandra T. 

De Jure vs. De Facto Legislative Power in Latin America: When Do 
Legislatures Challenge Executive Orders and Decrees? 

Shugart, Matthew, Pekkanen, Robert J.; 
Krauss, Ellis S. 

Electoral Reform, Cabinets, and Legislative Organization in 
Comparative Perspective 

Sievert, Joel; Carson, Jamie L. Ballot Reform and Changes in Legislative Behavior: A Quasi-
Experimental Approach 
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Author Title of Paper 
Sin, Gisela; Hendry, David J. Joining the Tea Party Caucus: A Survival Strategy 
Sulkin, Tracy; Bernhard, William T. Legislative Style and the Dynamics of Congressional Careers 
Taylor, Jeffrey A. Electoral Systems and Legislative Outcomes: the Effect of Multi-

member Districts 
Thames, Frank C. Party System Institutionalization and Cohesion in Post-Communist 

Legislatures 
Theriault, Sean M. The Gingrich Senators, the Tea Party Senators, and Their Effect on the 

U.S. Senate 
Titiunik, Rocio Incumbency Advantage in Brazil’s Mayoral Elections 
Treul, Sarah A.; Jewitt, Caitlin E. Competitive Primaries and General Election Success: The Role of the 

Tea Party in 2010 
Truex, Rory Representation by Design: Preference Congruence in an Authoritarian 

Parliament 
Tzelgov, Eitan; Idris, Muhammed; 
Masoud, Tarek E.; Monroe, Burt L. 

The Structure of Cooptation in Authoritarian Parliaments 

Vowles, Jack Legislative Accountability in a Mixed-Member System: Turnover, Dual 
Candidacy, and ‘Party-Hopping” in New Zealand 

Walsh, Denise Marie; Fontana, 
Stephanie; Houlihan, Erin Colleen 
Casper 

Quotas in Failed States: Women’s Qualifications and Substantive 
Representation in Afghanistan and Iraq 

White, Joseph The Purpose and Processes of Pork-Barrel Politics 
Wilkerson, John D. Tracing the Progress of Policy Ideas in Legislation: A Computational 

Approach 
Wirls, Daniel J. Building the Citadel: The Constitutional Constructions of the United 

States Senate 
Wylie, Kristin Noella ‘Voter Hostility, the Male Conspiracy, or Electoral Institutions?’ 

Explaining Women’s Underrepresentation in Brazil’s Preferential List 
Elections  

 
 
 
 
 

Northeastern Political Science Association (NPSA) 
 

Author Title of Paper 
Alexander, Brian Bicameral Dynamics: Conference Committees, Congressional 

Behavior, and Legislative Outcomes 
Dabros, Matthew S. Explaining Final Term Changes in Congressional Foreign Travel 
Grant, Philip A. The Congressional Campaigns of Benjamin Cardin of Maryland 
Kelly, Jason Variation in the Influence of Political Concentration across High and 

Low Salience Legislation 
Lynch, Emily Kathryn Time is on their Side? The Dynamics of Constituent Support and 

Congressional Party Voting 
Mugglestone, Konrad Peter; Nunez, 
Gilbert David 

A Move Down Pennsylvania Avenue: The Changing Behavior of 
Presidential Hopefuls in the U.S. Senate 
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Southern Political Science Association (SPSA) 

 

Author Title of Paper 
Ainsley, Caitlin The Politics of Central Bank Appointments: Asymmetric Preferences 

and Decision-Making under Uncertainty 
Ainsworth, Scott H.; Harward, Brian M.; 
Moffett, Kenneth W. 

Coordinating Policy Gains: Congressional Reactions to Presidential 
Unilateralism 

Alexander, Brian Limits of Partisanship: Bicameral Relations, Parties, Leadership, and 
Autonomy 

Amos, Brian Communities of Interest and Legislator Behavior 
Ball, Kevin An Agenda Setting Framework for Understanding Reform and 

Retrenchment in American Bankruptcy Policy 
Basinger, Scott James Scandals’ Effects on Opinions of Congress and Its Members 
Basinger, Scott James Forecasting Confirmation Votes in the U.S. Senate 
Berry, Christopher The Distributive Costs of Legislative Extremism 
Blackstone, Bethany; Perkins, Jared 
David 

Invitations All Around: Supreme Court Invitations to Congress in 
Constitutional Cases 

Brierly, Allen An Analysis and Simulation of Regional and State District Planning 
Callaghan, Timothy Herbert Repeal and Repeat: Tea Party Representation in the 112th Congress 
Chen, Wenbo More than Rubber-Stamp: The Consequences Produced by National 

People’s Congress beyond tool of Legitimation 
Clinton, Joshua D.; Richardson, Mark D. Lawmaking and Policy Change in American Legislatures: The Case of 

Charter School Laws, 1996-2012 
Collens, Jack Breaking Free: The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics in US House 

Elections 
Dometrius, Nelson Term Limits Across Different State Policy Arenas 
Donnelly, Christopher Patrick Balancing Act? Testing a Theory of Split-Party US Senate Delegations 
Ellington, Sidney Inconsistencies Between Private School Vouchers and Louisiana Law 
Evans, C. Lawrence Home Style and Conditional Party Government 
Evans, Sean The Political Environment and Strategic Retirement From Congress, 

1945-2010 
Fleming, Anthony Kyel; Dixon, Gregory; 
Peralta, Jesus Salvador; Rutledge, Paul 
Eugene 

In Gun We Trust: Focusing Events and Agenda Setting in the U.S. 
Congress, 1948-2010 

Foster, Joseph Blame Avoidance and the Presidential Use of Military Force 
Fouirnaies, Alexander; Hall Andrew The Financial Incumbency Advantage: Causes and Consequences 
Garlick, Monica Understanding How State Legislators Define Problems: The Case of 

High and Rising Health Care Costs in Massachusetts 
Gerrity, Jessica Colleen An Examination of Congressional Participation in Informal 

Congressional Membership Organizations, 111th-113th Congresses 
Grose, Christian R.; Mendez, Matthew 
S. 

Revealing Discriminatory Intent among Legislators: Voters 
Identification and Responsiveness to Latinos 

Gross, Matthew The Party Record and Integrity: An Examination of Challenger Entry 
and Elections for the House of Representatives, 1970-2008 

Hall, Thad Moderate Senators and Policymaking 
Harrigan, Matthew The Rules of Polarization: From Open to Closed Debate in the U.S. 

House of Representatives 
Herrick; Rebekah; Mendez, Jeanette Descriptive Elections in State Legislative Races 
Hoang, Bai Linh Exploring the Communicative Environment between Elites and 

Citizens 
Hogan, Robert Legislative Voting and Environmental Policy in the States 
Hollibaugh, Gary Edward Donors or Diplomats? The Determinants of Professional and Political 

Ambassadors 
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Author Title of Paper 
Houck, Aaron; O’Geen, Andrew Political Polarization and Judicial Authority in the U.S. Separation-of-

Powers System 
Hughes, Tyler I Hear You Loud and Clear: The Politics of Party Policy Agendas in 

the House, 1987-2012 
Jang, Jinhyeok Electoral Rules and Dimensionality in Legislature: Evidence from 

South Korea and Taiwan 
Johnson, Gbemende Government Transparency and Judicial Deference 
Johnson, Tyler Minority Reporting: Explaining Media Coverage of Opposition 

Leadership in Congress 
Kantola, Markus Artisan in Chief: Bill Clinton’s Temperament and Enactment of the 

Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 
Keller, Eric R.; Kelly, Nathan Finance, Politics, and Income Inequality in America 
Kelly, Jason Variation in the Influence of Political Concentration across High and 

Low Salience Legislation 
King, Aaron Jumping Out of the Pool: The Strategic Timing of Candidacy 

Decisions in the US Senate Primaries 
Knotts, Heyward; Cooper, Christopher 
A. 

Was Tim Scott an Anomaly? Explaining Gubernatorial Appointments 
to the U.S. Senate 

Krehbiel, Jay N.; Ward, Dalston G. The Logic of Legislative Minority Rights 
Kubo, Hiroki The Macropolitics of State Legislatures: The Impact of Bicameral 

Incongruence on the Legislative Productivity 
Kubo, Hiroki; Carroll, Royce; Stein, 
Robert; Padgett, Jamie; Duenas-Osorio, 
Leonardo 

Infrastructure Needs, Inter-Local Cooperation and the “Spill-Over 
Effect” in Distributive Federal Spending 

Kuhlmann, Robynn; Lewis, Daniel C. Legislative Term Limits and Voter Turnout 
Lee, Soomi Does a Supermajority Discipline the State Budget in California? A 

Causal Inference Using Synthetic Control Methods 
Lowande, Kenneth; Clarke, Andrew CHIMPS in Congress: Assessing New Tactics for Modern Budgetary 

Policy 
Lynch, Michael S.; Madonna, Anthony; 
Sievert, Joel 

Building a Record: Requesting Roll Call Votes under Changing 
Institutions 

Mellen, Rob; Carlan, Hannah Midterm Seat Loss and the 2014 Midterm Congressional Elections 
Noel, Hans Separating Party and Ideology in Roll Call Data 
Ostrander, Ian; Madonna, Anthony Decommissioned Commissions: Holdover Capacity, Confirmation 

Dynamics and Independent Regulatory Commissions 
Owens, John E. Rethinking the Parliamentary Speakership: Speaker Andrew 

Stevenson, Jacksonian Party Builder in the US House? 
Owens, Mark The Effect of Bicameralism on U.S. Appropriations  
Palmer, Maxwell Corporate Boards as Legislatures 
Park, Hong Min; Smith, Steven S.; 
Wielen, Ryan J. Vander 

The Politics of Conciliation: Resolving Inter-Cameral Differences in the 
U.S. Congress 

Phillips, Stephen Tea Time: An Analysis of the Tea Party Caucus in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 

Ragan, Robi Legislative Institutions and Pareto Efficiency 
Ragusa, Jordan Michael; Birkhead, 
Nathaniel 

Policy Repeal and Congressional Organization: 1877-2012 

Rogers, Steven Electoral Accountability for State Legislative Roll-Calls and Ideological 
Representation 

Rogowski, Jon Faithful Agents? Electoral Platforms and Legislative Behavior 
Rogowski, Jon Blaming the Other Branch: Legislative Gridlock, Public Opinion, and 

the Presidency 
Romano, Michael K. Ventriloquism or an Echo Chamber? Measuring the Strength of House 

Members’ Rhetoric on Local Newspapers 
Rugeley, Cynthia R. Does Representation Matter? 
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Author Title of Paper 
Saturno, James Does the Budget Resolution still Matter?: A Preliminary Assessment 
Schraufnagel, Scot; Walter, Evan Measuring Change in the Electoral Performance of Congressional 

Leaders 
Sierra, Sergio Pablo Díaz Far Right but Conservative: Burkean ideology in the U.S. Senate 
Sievert, Joel What Happens When Cloture Fails?: Senate Response to Failed 

Cloture Votes, 1975-2010 
Sievert, Joel; Carson, Jamie Electoral Reform and Changes in Legislative Behavior: A Quasi-

Experimental Approach 
Sin, Gisela; Hendry, David Joining the Tea Party Caucus, A Survival Strategy 
Sinclair, Barbara Boehner’s Dilemma: Leading Zealots in a Constrained Environment 
Sorsenson, Maron W.; Olson, Adam Congressional Constraint on the Supreme Court: One Minute 

Speeches and Oral Arguments 
Steger, Wayne Democracy or Hypocracy: Power, Ideology, and Politics 
Strahorn, Joshua; Carrubba, Cliff; Giles, 
Michael 

Choosing Not to Monitor 

Tecklenburg, Henry Ideology or Administration? An Analysis involving Congressional 
Expansion of the Federal Judiciary 

Tucker, Patrick DeLonjay A Constituent-Level Analysis of Fenno’s “Home Style” 
Ubertaccio, Peter The Fight for the Speakership and the End of Legislative Reform  
Vinson, Danielle Congress and New Media: What’s really new? 
Webber, Amy J. The Reappearing Marginals?: Competition in the U.S. House of 

Representatives, 1982-2012 
Williams, Douglas An examination of the factors that influence votes on right-to-work 

legislation 
Williams, R. Lucas; Lawrence, Lonnie 
R. 

Neighborhood Effects on Party Loyalty in the U.S. Congress 

Wright, Jason; Eckelman, Andrea 
Kathryn 

The Pen is Mightier: A Textual Analysis of Appropriations Committee 
Legislation 1991-2013 

Yawn, Richard Michael Bias in a Small-Town Newspaper 
York, Chance; Padgett, Jeremy Better to Steal Than Score: News Coverage of House Financial and 

Sexual Scandals 
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Carl Albert Center Congressional Archives: 
The James R. Jones Collection 

 
A grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) has allowed Carl 
Albert Center Archivists to expedite the arrangement and description of the papers of Ambassador and 
Congressman James R. Jones, constituting 420.15 cubic feet of records. The archives has also prepared 
an encoded finding aid for the collection, available through its newly launched content management 
platform, Archon. The papers of James R. Jones offer unique insight into legislative and political matters 
during a pivotal point in U.S. history.  During his seven terms in Congress (1973-1987), Jones served on 
several committees, including Armed Services, Interior and Insular Affairs, Ways and Means, and the 
Budget. In his role as chairman of the Committee on the Budget, Jones considered himself a fiscal 
watchdog. His collection extensively documents the budgetary reforms of the early 1980s, highlighting 
issues that are still relevant today: control of discretionary spending and entitlement reform. The 
collection’s EAD finding aid and digital content may be viewed at http://cacarchives.ou.edu. 

 
 

Charting the Congressional Experience: 
The Papers of Richard Gephardt 

  
 The inaugural Gephardt Fellow, Daniel E. Ponder, had the privilege of perusing the letters, 
records, press clippings, and other minutiae of Richard Gephardt’s congressional career. The collection 
is housed at the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis.  Click here to read Ponder’s description of the 
Gephardt collection. 
 

 
Civil Rights Documentation Project 

THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 
 
 The landmark civil rights legislation of the mid-1960s has attracted considerable scholarly 
attention, deservedly so. Much of the analysis of this legislation has centered on the social and cultural 
conditions that gave birth to such laws as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
 As valuable as the emphasis on the civil rights movement has been, an equally vital chapter has 
been neglected – the story of the legislative process itself. The Dirksen Congressional Center has posted 
a new feature on "CongressLink" that provides a fuller accounting of law-making based on the unique 
archival resources housed at The Center, including the collection of then-Senate Minority Leader Everett 
McKinley Dirksen (R-IL), widely credited with securing the passage of the bills. 
 Intended to serve the needs of teachers and students, The Civil Rights Documentation Project 
demonstrates that Congress is capable of converting big ideas into powerful law, that citizen 
engagement is essential to that process, and that the public policies produced forty years ago continue 
to influence our lives. 
 The project takes the form of an interactive, Web-based presentation with links to digitized 
historical materials and other Internet-based resources about civil rights legislation created by museums, 
historical societies, and government agencies.  
 Please contact Cindy Koeppel by email at ckoeppel@dirksencenter.org if you have any ideas or 
comments about this new feature. 
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Congress to Campus Program 
THE UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

 
 The Congress to Campus Program is designed to address several aspects of the civic learning 
and engagement deficit among the country’s college-age young people, combining traditional 
educational content with a strong message about public service. The Program sends bipartisan pairs of 
former Members of Congress – one Democrat and one Republican – to visit college, university and 
community college campuses around the country. Over the course of each visit, the Members conduct 
classes, hold community forums, meet informally with students and faculty, visit high schools and civic 
organizations, and do interviews and talk show appearances with local press and media.  
 In the summer of 2002, the Board of Directors of the U. S. Association of Former Members of 
Congress (USAFMC) engaged the Center for Democracy & Citizenship (CDC) at the Council for 
Excellence in Government to help manage the Congress to Campus Program in partnership with the 
Stennis Center for Public Service (Stennis). CDC and Stennis, with the blessing of the USAFMC, agreed 
to undertake a number of initiatives to greatly increase the number of campuses hosting program visits 
each year, expand the pool of former Members of Congress available for campus visits, develop new 
sources of funding, raise the profile of the program and its message in the public and academic 
community, and devise methods of measuring the impact of the program at host institutions. 
 
 

Congressional Bills Project 
 

 A website at http://www.congressionalbills.org allows academic researchers, students, and the 
general public to download information about public and private bills introduced in the U.S. Congress 
along with information about those bills' sponsors. This public resource provides information about more 
than 400,000 bills introduced in the U.S. Congress, currently 1947-2008, along with extensive 
information about each bill's progress and sponsor. It is used by researchers to study legislative 
institutions and behavior; by policy experts to study issue attention in Congress; and even by citizens 
studying their family histories (the dataset provides the only digitized records of tens of thousands of 
private bills introduced between 1947 and 1972).  Here’s how the Congressional Bills Project is different: 

x A database instead of a search tool  
x Data not available anywhere else in digital form 
x Integrated information, including issue topics  
x Limited to public and private bills, titles or descriptions only.  

The project was created by John D. Wilkerson of University of Washington and E. Scott Adler of 
University of Colorado, Boulder.  
 

 
Congressional Timeline 

THE DIRKSEN CONGRESSIONAL CENTER 
 

 The Congressional Timeline [http://www.congressionaltimeline.org], developed and maintained 
by The Dirksen Congressional Center, arrays more than 550 of the nation's laws on a timeline beginning 
in 1933 and continuing to the present. A second timeline "band" depicts major political events of the 
period as a way to provide context for Congress's law-making. Please contact Frank Mackaman with 
comments and suggestions: fmackaman@dirksencenter.org.  
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Congressional Whip Count Database 
 

 Professor Larry Evans at College of William and Mary has announced the first release of the 
Congressional Whip Count Database, which provides extensive data about the whip polls conducted by 
party leaders in the U.S. House prior to major roll call votes on the floor, 1955-86. The data are based on 
records included in the personal papers of former congressional party leaders.  Included in this release 
are coded data of more than 650 whipped questions and nearly 150,000 individual-level responses by 
lawmakers.  The project has received support from the National Science Foundation (Award SES-
0417759), The Carl Albert Center, The Dirksen Congressional Center, and the Roy R. Charles Center of 
the College of William and Mary.  The data, codebooks, and other relevant information can be accessed 
at http://wmpeople.wm.edu/site/page/clevan/congressionalwhipcountdatabase. 
 

Data on Legislative Voting and Representation 

 Professor John Carey has established a website at Dartmouth that includes various resources 
from his field research and data collection in an organized data archive. Of particular significance is the 
data from a project on legislative voting and representation. That project includes:  

x Transcripts from interviews with 61 legislators and party leaders from 8 countries (Bolivia, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Peru, and Venezuela) from 2000-2001).  
The interviews followed a stable protocol for the most part, regarding how decisions are reached 
within parties and carried out (or not) in the legislative environment, and how legislators interact 
with party leaders, the executive, and the citizens they represent.  The interviews frequently cover 
other topics as well, however, according to the subject's train of thought.  The transcripts are 
available in both English and Spanish.  

x Recorded vote data from 21 legislative chambers in 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Russia, United States, Uruguay).  In addition to the data and 
codebook, also available on the site are some files with STATA code to produce the measures of 
party voting unity employed in the research. 

 Visitors are invited to use any of the data, qualitative or quantitative, that is available on the site. 
The address of the website is http://www.dartmouth.edu/~jcarey/dataarchive.html.  Professor Carey's 
email address, in case of questions, suggestions, or problems related to the data, is 
john.carey@dartmouth.edu. 

 
 

Dirksen Center Congressional Research Grants 
 
 The Dirksen Congressional Center invites applications for grants to fund research on 
congressional leadership and the U.S. Congress.  The competition is open to individuals with a serious 
interest in studying Congress. Political scientists, historians, biographers, scholars of public 
administration or American studies, and journalists are among those eligible. The Center encourages 
graduate students who have successfully defended their dissertation prospectus to apply and awards a 
significant portion of the funds for dissertation research.Applicants must be U.S. citizens who reside in 
the United States. 
 There is no standard application form. Applicants are responsible for showing the relationship 
between their work and the awards program guidelines. Applications are accepted at any time. 
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Incomplete applications will NOT be forwarded to the screening committee for consideration. 
 
 All application materials must be received no later than March 1.  Awards are announced in 
April. Complete information about what kind of research projects are eligible for consideration, what 
could a Congressional Research Grant pay for, application procedures, and how recipients are selected 
may be found at The Center's Web site: http://www.dirksencenter.org/print_grants_CRAs.htm.  
 The Center, named for the late Senate Minority Leader Everett M. Dirksen, is a private, 
nonpartisan, nonprofit research and educational organization devoted to the study of Congress.  For 
more information, contact Frank Mackaman by email at fmackaman@dirksencenter.org or phone 
309.347.7113. 
 
 

Dirksen Center: The Robert H. Michel Collection 
 

 The Dirksen Congressional Center has created a site devoted to Robert Henry "Bob" Michel, a 
Republican representing central Illinois’s 18th congressional district in the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 38 years. He served as Minority Whip (1975-1981) and Minority Leader (1981-1995) during an era of     
Democratic Party House dominance.  At this new site you will learn about Michel and his leadership, 
read quotations, see photos, watch videos, and search the Robert H. Michel Collection, first     
acquired by The Center in 1989 and supplemented over the years.  Among the special features of the 
site are digital selections from Michel’s "Presidential Scrapbooks" in which he kept selected photographs 
and correspondence from each of the nine presidents with whom he served. Notes Michel kept of 
congressional leadership meetings in the White House have also been transcribed and posted to the 
site. Tour The Dirksen Center’s new site at: http://www.robertmichel.name.    

 
Election Results Archive 

CENTER ON DEMOCRATIC PERFORMANCE AT BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY 
 

 The Center on Democratic Performance at Binghamton University is pleased to announce the 
launch of the Election Results Archive (ERA), a collection of electronic files containing data on election 
results from around the world.  This unique online database with global coverage provides researchers, 
policy-makers, scholars, and others interested in elections with information on over 900 elections from 
around the world.  More election data will be added to this Archive as time and resources permit.  The 
archive can be searched by country, region, or year and type of election.  Please visit the archive at 
http://cdp.binghamton.edu/era/index.html. 
 
 

European Consortium for Political Research 
 
 ECPR has a standing group on Parliaments, coordinated by Matti Wiberg, University of Turku 
(wiberg@utu.fi), and Thomas Saalfeld, University of Bamberg (thomas.saalfeld@uni-bamberg.de). For a 
number of years the study of legislatures has concentrated on the US Congress. Parliaments in Europe 
have not been a subject of investigation to any comparable extent. Nevertheless, the body of knowledge 
is ever expanding on both the long-standing parliaments in Europe and the new institutions of the 
European Union and Central and Eastern Europe.   The Standing Group's aim is to promote comparative 
research and theory-building on the institutionalisation, capacity, operation, and performance of 
legislatures and the dissemination of such research.  For more information, please see the web site at: 
http://www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/standinggroups/parliaments/index.htm. 
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History, Art, and Archives of the  
U.S. House of Representatives   

 
 All the material formerly on the Art & History tab of the Clerk’s website has been migrated to the 
new site at http://history.house.gov; but there is much new content, too. 
 Bringing all three principal parts of House heritage—historical lists, oral histories, and 
biographies; art and artifacts; and records—onto one Web site will make searching for such information 
far more intuitive and accessible for the Hill community and the general public. Perhaps the most exciting 
thing about the site is that each section is built to expand over time. 
 Please share reactions and suggestions with Kenneth Kato, Associate Historian, U.S. House of 
Representatives, 202-226-1300 or 202-226-6555. 

 
 

Interest Groups & Advocacy 
 
 Editors Burdett Loomis and Grant Jordan invite both well-established and younger scholars to 
submit papers to this new journal published by Palgrave. Interest Groups & Advocacy engages broadly 
with the politics of interests. It records and analyzes how advocacy by groups, movements, and lobbying 
professionals shapes policy. The journal also addresses important debates about how such interests are 
mobilized and maintained. The editors seek incisive, well researched, and well-written articles. For more 
information on submissions, or to subscribe to the journal, please visit the website at 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/iga/index.html. 

 

 

International Political Science Review 
CALL FOR SPECIAL ISSUES PROPOSALS, 2015 

 
 International Political Science Review, the official journal of the International Political Science 
Association edited by Mark Kesselman, Columbia University, USA, and Marian Sawer, Australian 
National University, Australia, is soliciting Special Issue proposals for 2015.  Prospective guest editors of 
a special issue should submit proposals to ipsr.journal@gmail.com by September 30, 2013.  Special 
issues should be devoted to a theme of general interest to the discipline, relevant across different 
regions and subfields.  For more information, please see the call for proposals at 
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/repository/binaries/pdf/IPSR-SI_Call-for-Proposals.pdf.  
 The IPSR is committed to publishing material that makes a significant contribution to international 
political science. It seeks to meet the needs of political scientists throughout the world who are interested 
in studying political phenomena in the contemporary context of increasing international interdependence 
and global change. 
 IPSR reflects the aims and intellectual tradition of its parent body, the International Political 
Science Association: to foster the creation and dissemination of rigorous political inquiry free of 
subdisciplinary or other orthodoxy. We welcome work by scholars who are focusing on currently 
controversial themes, shaping innovative concepts of methodologies of political analysis, and striving to 
reach outside the scope of a single culture. 
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Oral History of Chuck Ludlam 
 

 Chuck Ludlam’s career as a Capitol Hill staffer, which spanned a 40-year period (1965–2005), 
has been documented by the Senate Historical Office in a series of oral history interviews.  Ludlam 
provided extensive notes for many of the individuals and issues discussed in his interviews and provides 
background on Senators Jim Abourezk, Phillip Hart, Robert Byrd, Jim Allen, Dale Bumpers, and Joseph 
Lieberman; Congressmen Burt Talcott, Glen Lipscomb, and Gillis Long; and Senate Parliamentarian 
Murray Zweben. The oral history also provides insights into the lifestyle, skills, and tactics of a senior 
Capitol Hill staffer who fought in the political trenches.  The oral history is available online at 
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/oral_history/Ludlam_chuck.htm.  
 
 
 

Political Science Blog: Voir Dire 
 University of George faculty members Jeff Yates and Andy Whitford have established a new blog 
that focuses on law, courts, politics, and policy.  They also address topics concerning academia 
generally and have very occasional discussion of pop culture and other topics of lighter fare. The blog 
address is http://lawandcourts.wordpress.com/. 
 
 
 

SSRN Political Science Network 
 The new Political Science Network (PSN) provides a world-wide, online community for research 
in all areas of political science, following the model of the other subject matter networks within the Social 
Science Research Network.  PSN provides scholars with access to current work in their field and 
facilitates research and scholarship.  PSN is directed by Professors David A. Lake and Mathew D. 
McCubbins (UC – San Diego).  The website address is http://www.ssrn.com/psn/index.html. 
 

 
The Thicket at NCSL  

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 
 

 The National Conference of State Legislatures has established a blog, The Thicket at State 
Legislatures, about the legislative institution and federalism.  By and for legislative junkies, the blog 
includes these categories: American Democracy, Budgets, Congress, Courts and Legislatures, Elections, 
Ethics, Executives and Legislatures, Federalism, Initiative and Referendum, Leadership, Legislation, 
Legislative Culture, Legislative Staff, Legislators, Media, NCSL, Redistricting, and Term Limits. 
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The Richard A. Baker Graduate Student Travel Grant 
ASSOCIATION OF CENTERS FOR THE STUDY OF CONGRESS (ACSC) 

 
Application Deadline:  April 1, 2014 

 
The Richard A. Baker Graduate Student Travel Grant is awarded annually to support graduate-level 
research conducted at member repositories of the Association of Centers for the Study of Congress 
(ACSC). An award of up to $1000 may be used to underwrite travel, lodging, copying, and other research 
expenses incurred from July 1 – June 1 of the award year. Each application will be evaluated on its 
merits. Primary consideration will be given to projects involving the substantive study of issues related to 
the study of Congress. Each proposal should be aimed at a discrete end product such as a book, 
dissertation, thesis, article, documentary, film, exhibit, Web site or social networking site. Budgets may 
be approved in whole or in part. Each award recipient is required to acknowledge the award in any 
resulting published work(s) and donate a copy of the work(s) to ACSC and the sponsoring archival 
repository. The recipient may also be requested to submit a brief article summarizing their findings and 
research experience for publication by ACSC. The Baker Award honors ACSC founding member, U. S. 
Senate Historian Emeritus Richard A. Baker.  Applications:  2014 Baker Award Application (.pdf) or 2014 
Baker Award Application (.docx).  
 

 
Visiting Scholars Program  

APSA CENTENNIAL CENTER 
 
 The Centennial Center for Political Science and Public Affairs can be an invaluable resource to 
political and social scientists.  The Center has space for hosting 10 scholars for extended periods of time, 
ranging from weeks to months. Space for shorter "drop-in" stays is also available. Scholars are expected 
to pursue their own research and teaching projects and contribute to the intellectual life of the residential 
community by sharing their work with Center colleagues in occasional informal seminars. 
 Located within the Association's headquarters building near Dupont Circle, with easy access to 
the Washington Metro system, the Center offers visiting scholars furnished work space, telephone, fax, 
personal computers, Internet connection, conference space, a reference library, and library access at the 
George Washington University. Scholars are responsible for securing their own housing, but the Center 
will make every effort to assist scholars in locating suitable accommodations. 
 Eligibility is limited to APSA members. Senior or junior faculty members, post-doctoral fellows, 
and advanced graduate students are strongly encouraged to apply.  The Center also has a limited 
number of funding opportunities to support scholars working at the Centennial Center or other research 
locations.  Full details on the Center and the Visiting Scholars Program, including an application form, 
can be found online at www.apsanet.org/centennialcenter. Scholars may also call 202-483-2512 or email 
to center@apsanet.org. 
 

Visiting Scholars Program 
CARL ALBERT CENTER ARCHIVES 

 
 The Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma seeks 
applicants for its Visiting Scholars Program, which provides financial assistance to researchers working 
at the Center's archives. Awards of $500 - $1000 are normally granted as reimbursement for travel and 
lodging.  
 The Center’s holdings include the papers of many former members of Congress, such as Robert 
S. Kerr, Fred Harris, and Speaker Carl Albert of Oklahoma; Helen Gahagan Douglas and Jeffery 
Cohelan of California; Richard Armey of Texas; and Neil Gallagher of New Jersey.  
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 Besides the history of Congress, congressional leadership, national and Oklahoma politics, and 
election campaigns, the collections also document government policy affecting agriculture, Native 
Americans, energy, foreign affairs, the environment, the economy, and other areas.  
 Topics that can be studied include the Great Depression, flood control, soil conservation, and 
tribal affairs. At least one collection provides insight on women in American politics. Most materials date 
from the 1920s to the 1970s.  
 The Center's archives are described in detail at http://www.ou.edu/carlalbertcenter/archives/. 
 The Visiting Scholars Program is open to any applicant. Emphasis is given to those pursuing 
postdoctoral research in history, political science, and other fields. Graduate students involved in 
research for publication, thesis, or dissertation are encouraged to apply. Interested undergraduates and 
lay researchers are also invited to apply. The Center evaluates each research proposal based upon its 
merits, and funding for a variety of topics is expected.  
 No standardized form is needed for application. Instead, a series of documents should be sent to 
the Center, including:  (1)  a description of the research proposal in fewer than 1000 words; (2)  a 
personal vita; (3)  an explanation of how the Center's resources will assist the researcher; (4)  a budget 
proposal; and (5)  a letter of reference from an established scholar in the discipline attesting to the 
significance of the research. Applications are accepted at any time. 
 For more information, please contact:  Archivist, Carl Albert Center, 630 Parrington Oval, Room 
101, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 73019.  Telephone: (405) 325-5835.  FAX: (405) 325-6419.  
Email: cacarchives@ou.edu 
 
 

Vital Statistics on Congress 2013 
 
 For more than three decades, Vital Statistics on Congress, a joint effort undertaken by Norm 
Ornstein of the American Enterprise Institute and Tom Mann of The Brookings Institute, in collaboration 
with Michael Malbin of the Campaign Finance Institute, has been a go-to reference guide for 
congressional watchers for impartial data on Congress and its members.  The authors have now put the 
book online, making each chapter available for download at no cost, and encourage you to share your 
feedback and how you’ve used this data set.  They plan on posting your most interesting findings. Click 
here to find out how you can submit your own Vital Stats analyses.  And, if you have any questions, 
commentary, or feedback, you may email the authors at vitalstatistics@brookings.edu. 
 
 
 
                                                


