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In this course we will examine – primarily through academic texts, but also 
documentaries and political cartoons – how governmental institutions, political actors, 
and socio-political processes have both shaped and responded to immigration to the 
United States from the beginning of the Republic, but with an emphasis on the post-
1965 period. While recognizing the international and transnational significance of 
immigration, this course primarily examines immigration in the context of U.S. domestic 
politics and public policy.  Course topics include the role of key policy actors in the 
development of immigrant admissions and immigrant integration policies over time, 
debates over the nature and consequences of immigration at the national, state, and 
local levels, changing racial and ethnic relations in American gateway cities, public 
opinion and immigration, immigrants’ participation in American political life, and issues 
of contemporary relevance such as undocumented immigration, border enforcement, 
welfare reform, definitions of citizenship, and developments in immigrant and refugee 
rights since the 2001 terrorist attacks.  This course provides an overview of the many 
political discussions related to immigration and citizenship in the United States, but a 
basic understanding of American politics and the American political system is assumed 
(i.e. PS1 or equivalent). 
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COURSE SYNOPSIS 
 
 

In this course, we will examine both immigrant admissions policies and immigrant 
integration policies in the context of the United States, with an emphasis on the post-
1965 period.  This course will examine immigration to the U.S. from a historical as well 
as comparative perspective, looking at U.S. immigrant admissions and immigrant 
integration policies over time and comparing the immigration and integration 
experiences of different nationality groups that have made their way to the U.S.   
 
Our goals are 1) to develop analytic tools to understand the many political debates 
surrounding immigrant admissions and immigrant integration policies, 2) to understand 
the determinants of immigrant admissions and immigrant integration policies over time, 
3) to examine empirical evidence on how immigration and immigrants have affected 
American society more generally and American political life more specifically, and 4) to 
assess the political, economic, and social consequences of U.S. immigrant admissions 
and immigrant integration policy choices. 
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This course consists of five sections: 
 
Section 1: Introductions 
In this first part of the course, we will consider some theoretical aspects of the 
immigration debate in the American context. We will look at what is peculiar about 
discussing immigration in the U.S. context (both in terms of the content of the debates 
and the policy-making process). We will also learn about the ethical debates 
surrounding immigration and citizenship more generally as well as what are theorized to 
be the leading causes of international migration. 
 
Section 2: Immigrant Admissions: A Historical Overview of U.S. Immigration Law, 
Key Political Players, and Key Political Debates 
In the second section of the course, we will look at policy responses to the questions: 
who is allowed into the U.S., when, and under what circumstances?  We will review the 
major pieces of U.S. immigrant and refugee admissions legislation, paying particular 
attention to the major provisions of each admissions law, as well as the most important 
political debates underlying these laws and the key political actors involved in the 
creation of these pieces of legislation.   

 
Section 3: The (Non)Incorporation of Immigrant America 
In the third section of the course, we will look at policy responses to the questions: what 
to do with immigrants and refugees once they have arrived in the United States?  What 
rights do they enjoy in the U.S.?  What public accommodations do immigrants and 
refugees need and what kinds of accommodations has the government provided?  We 
will switch our attention to immigrant integration policies and practices and immigrant 
rights in the larger U.S. society.  We will review theoretical debates on immigrants’ 
assimilation or integration into U.S. society more broadly as well as the reality of 
immigrants’ integration (or lack thereof) into the majority language, the labor market, the 
American membership base, and the American political system more specifically.  We 
will separately discuss refugees’ resettlement into U.S. society. 

 
Section 4: The Politics of American Diversity 
In the fourth section of the course, we will look at the debates about multiculturalism and 
the effects of immigration on the “American identity,” immigrant narratives on becoming 
an American, and the state of inter-ethnic/racial group relations in American gateway 
cities in recent years. 
 
Section 5: U.S. Immigration and Current Political Debates 
In the final section of the course, we will turn our attention to issues of contemporary 
relevance to the American immigration debate.  More specifically, we will discuss 
undocumented immigration and border control by focusing on developments at the U.S.-
Mexico border.  Furthermore, we will look at how debates about the U.S. welfare state 
and immigration intersect in the controversy over welfare reform during the late 1990s 
and beyond.  Finally, we will discuss what has happened to immigrant and refugee 
rights in recent years, with an emphasis on the curtailment of rights in the post- 9/11 
period. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
This is a relatively reading-intensive upper-division undergraduate course.  This course, 
because it is a compressed course offered during the summer, will be demanding and 
students are expected to do all daily readings and all assignments.  Students unable to 
make the commitment should not enroll in this class. 
 
Your grade in this class will be based on the following: 

 In-class midterm exam   35%       (IN-CLASS, F 7/22) 
 Documentary film analysis 30%       (DUE M 8/8) 
 24-hour take-home final  35%      (DUE F 8/12) 
 Extra credit assignment    6%        (OPTIONAL, DUE F 8/12) 

 
In-class midterm exam (35%): The midterm exam will take place on Friday 7/22 during 
class time.  The midterm will cover Sections 1 and 2 of the course and will consist of 
identification terms and a number of essay questions. 
 
Documentary film analysis (30%): Students will analyze one of four documentaries 
shown in class in light of the lecture materials and assigned readings for this course.  
Students are free to write on any topic related to immigration addressed in the 
documentaries, as long as they are able to incorporate and demonstrate their thorough 
understanding of at least four (4) different assigned course readings.  The analysis 
should not exceed five (5) double-spaced, 12-point font pages (excluding the works 
cited page).  Students can choose between the following four documentaries: Life and 
Debt (2003; shown on M 7/11), Well-Founded Fear (2000; shown on Th 7/21), A Day 
Without a Mexican (2004; shown on W 7/27), and Lost Boys of Sudan (2004; shown on 
W 8/3).  Although the documentaries will be shown on different dates during the course, 
the written analysis for all – irrespective of the documentary selected for analysis – is 
due on Monday 8/8 at the beginning of lecture.  All four documentaries are also 
available for (re)viewing at the Media Resources Center in Moffitt Library (Life and Debt 
= DVD 1793; Well-Founded Fear = VIDEO/C 7297; A Day Without a Mexican = DVD 
3148; Lost Boys of Sudan = DVD 3110). 
 
24-hour take-home final (35%): Students will receive the take-home final (and exam 
formatting requirements) at the end of lecture on Thursday 8/11.  The typed final exam 
is due on Friday 8/12 and needs to be handed in during class time (no e-mail 
submissions will be accepted).  The final exam is cumulative and comprehensive in 
nature and will cover Sections 1-5 of the course.  The final exam will contain a mix of 
short answer and longer essay questions.   
 
Extra credit assignment – OPTIONAL (6%): Students have the option to keep a “diary” 
of newspaper/magazine articles on issues directly related to the contents of the course.  
During each week of the course, students need to find one article (from a respectable 
news source) on a U.S. immigration issue, read it thoroughly, and provide a one-
paragraph comment (not to exceed one page in length, double-spaced) on how the 
contents of the article relates/contradicts/responds/etc. to the course materials.  For full 
extra credit, students need to submit six (6) different articles (one for each week of the 
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course) and six (6) separate one-paragraph mini-analyses (one for each news clipping).  
The complete “diary” is due together with your take-home final on Friday 8/12.  Students 
may submit fewer articles (and thus fewer accompanying mini-analyses) for partial extra 
credit.   
 
Grading criteria: All assignments will be graded with the following criteria in mind: 1) 
analytic rigor and originality, 2) conceptual clarity, and 3) factual accuracy and correct 
use of the course materials.  In addition, the documentary film analysis and take-home 
final will also be graded according to the quality of written expression.  Grades will be 
assigned as follows.  Please note that students should not expect an A grade unless 
they are completing exceptional work: 
 

A Exceptional work.  Shows near perfect understanding of the course materials, as 
well as exceptional rigor and originality. 

B Good work.  Shows a strong grasp of the course materials, as well as some 
analytical rigor, but there are some errors.  Not the most original or thought-
provoking work. 

C Poor work.  Serious errors or misunderstanding of the course materials.  Hard to 
discern what the student is arguing or trying to say. 

D Very poor work.  Student appears to have made little to no effort.  Very serious 
errors or misunderstanding of the course materials.  Completely unclear what the 
student is arguing or trying to say. 

F No work or insulting work.  Student either did not turn in work or what was turned 
in showed no efforts to keep up with the course materials. 

 
Extensions: NO EXTENSIONS will be granted for any of the assignments.  Plan your 
schedule in such a way that you can hand in all your assignments on time.  
Assignments handed in late will be docked by 2/3 of a full grade for each day late.   
 
Students need to complete ALL assignments (excl. the extra credit assignment) in order 
to receive a grade for the class. 
 
Grade disputes: All grade disputes must be made in writing, in not less than a 
paragraph and not more than a page. The dispute should outline very specifically why 
students feel they received a grade in error and should not contain information about 
what kinds of grades they are used to receive, how long they studied, etc.  Students 
must wait at least 24 hours after receiving their grade to raise the issue of a dispute with 
the Acting Instructor.  Students must turn in a written dispute within a week of receiving 
the grade.  Please note that there are no exceptions to this policy. 
 
Academic dishonesty: Plagiarism and cheating – such as copying work (including 
published materials) in your documentary film analysis and take-home final without 
proper citation, having your work done by someone else, improperly using notes in the 
midterm exam – will not be tolerated.  Any such misconduct will result in an automatic 
“F” for the class.  The work students submit should be entirely their own.  
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REQUIRED READINGS 
 
 
In addition to the course reader (available at Copy Central on Bancroft Way, ca. $87; 
comes in 2 volumes), there is one required book for this course, available at the ASUC 
Bookstore and at Ned’s Books.  This book is also placed on reserve in Moffitt Library: 
 

Tichenor, Daniel J.  2002.  Dividing Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control in 
America.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press (ISBN#: 0-691-08805-5; ca. $27 
for paperback version). 

 

 
COURSE OUTLINE 

 
 

SECTION 1 │ Introductions 
 
Tuesday, July 5: Introductions and Course Overview [37pp]  

 Kennedy, David M.  1996.  “Can We Still Afford to Be a Nation of Immigrants?”  
The Atlantic Monthly 278(5): 52-61. 

 Portes, Alejandro and Rubén G. Rumbaut.  1996.  “Who They Are and Why They 
Come.”  Pp. 1-27 in Immigrant America: A Portrait.  Los Angeles, CA: University of 
California Press. 

 

 For referral throughout the course: 
 DeLaet, Debra L.  2000.  “Appendix A: Major Developments in U.S. Immigration 

Policy.”  Pp. 119-128 in U.S. Immigration Policy in an Age of Rights.  Westport, CT: 
Praeger.   

 The Presidents of the United States. 
 

Wednesday, July 6: Debating Immigration in the U.S. Context [69pp] 
 Masci, David. 2000. “Debate Over Immigration.” The CQ Researcher 10(25): 569-

591.  
 Borjas, George J. 1999.  “Reframing the Immigration Debate.”  Pp. 3-18 in 

Heaven’s Door: Immigration Policy and the American Economy.  Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

 Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  “The Politics of Immigration Control: Understanding the 
Rise and Fall of Policy Regimes.”  Pp. 16-45 in Dividing Lines: The Politics of 
Immigration Control in America.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 
Thursday, July 7: Immigration, Citizenship, and the Ethical Debates [65pp] 

 Carens, Joseph H.  1998.  “Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders.”  Pp. 
365-387 in The Immigration Reader: America in a Multidisciplinary Perspective, 
edited by David Jacobson.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers. 

 Walzer, Michael.  1998.  “Membership.”  Pp. 341-364 in The Immigration Reader: 
America in a Multidisciplinary Perspective, edited by David Jacobson.  Malden, 
MA: Blackwell Publishers. 

 Carens, Joseph H.  1989.  “Membership and Morality: Admission to Citizenship in 
Liberal Democratic States.”  Pp. 31-49 in Immigration and the Politics of 
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Citizenship in Europe and North America, edited by William Rogers Brubaker.  
Lanham, MA: University Press of America. 

 
Friday, July 8: Causes of International Migration [33pp] 

 Massey, Douglas S.  1999.  “Why Does Immigration Occur?  A Theoretical 
Synthesis.”  Pp. 34-52 in The Handbook of International Migration, edited by 
Charles Hirschman et al.  New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 Haus, Leah.  1999.  “Integrated Issues: Migration and International Economic 
Interdependence.”  Pp. 85-99 in Free Markets, Open Societies, Closed Borders? 
Trends in International Migration and Immigration Policy in the Americas, edited by 
Max J. Castro.  Coral Gables, FL: North-South Center Press. 

 

  Audio-visual material to accompany this lecture: the documentary film Life and 
Debt (2003), to be shown in class on M 7/11.   

 

  Recommended materials for F 7/8: 
 Cornelius, Wayne.  1998.  “The Structural Embeddedness of Demand for Mexican 

Immigrant Labor: New Evidence from California.”  Pp. 115-144 in Crossings: 
Mexican Immigration in Interdisciplinary Perspectives, edited by Marcelo Suárez-
Orozco.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University, David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies. 

 Maquila: A Tale of Two Mexicos (2000).  This documentary examines the impact of 
corporate globalization on Mexico, focusing on the maquiladoras or maquilas, 
U.S.-owned factories (often located on the U.S.-Mexico border) employing low-
wage Mexican labor. Archival footage and interviews highlight the displacement of 
peasant farmers who migrate to northern border cities such as Juarez and Tijuana, 
the dangerous working conditions in the maquilas, and the environmental and 
cultural impact of these border factories.  (Media Resources Center: VIDEO/C 
7459) 

 
Monday, July 11: Life and Debt (2003)  

 No readings assigned for today. 
 A short description of the documentary: Life and Debt documents the destabilizing 

impact economic globalization has on the developing country of Jamaica.  This 
documentary film dissects the "mechanism of debt" that is destroying local 
agriculture and industry while substituting sweatshops and cheap imports.  It 
provides a look at the "new world order," from the point of view of Jamaican 
workers, farmers, government, and policy officials who see the reality of 
globalization from the ground up.  This documentary demonstrates well how forces 
unleashed by economic globalization can ultimately bring about international 
migration. (Media Resources Center: DVD 1793) 

 
SECTION 2 │  Immigrant Admissions: A Historical Overview of U.S.      

Immigration Law, Key Political Players, and Key 
Political Debates 

 
Tuesday, July 12: The Founding of the Republic to the Gilded Age (1770s-1880s) [68pp] 

 Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  “Immigrant Voters in a Partisan Polity: European 
Settlers, Nativism, and American Immigration Policy, 1776-1896” Pp. 46-86 in 
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Dividing Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control in America.  Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

 Chang, Iris.  2003.  “The Chinese Exclusion Act.”  Pp. 130-156 in The Chinese in 
America: A Narrative History.  New York, NY: Penguin Books. 

 
Wednesday, July 13: Progressive Era to World War II (1890s-1945) [36pp] 

 Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  “Progressivism, War, and Scientific Policymaking: The 
Rise of the National Origins Quota System, 1900-1928.”  Pp. 114-149 in Dividing 
Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control in America.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press. 

 
Thursday, July 14: Cold War America (1945-1965) [67pp] 

 Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  “Strangers in Cold War America: The Modern 
Presidency, Committee Barons, and Postwar Immigration Politics.” Pp. 176-218 in 
Dividing Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control in America.  Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

 Reimers, David M.  1992.  “Braceros and Los Mojados.”  Pp. 37-60 in Still the 
Golden Door: The Third World Comes to America.  New York, NY: Columbia 
University Press. 

 
Friday, July 15: The Rebirth of American Immigration (1965-1980) [54pp] 

 Reimers, David M.  1992.  “A Cautious Reform: The Immigration Act of 1965.”  Pp. 
61-91 in Still the Golden Door: The Third World Comes to America.  New York, NY: 
Columbia University Press. 

 Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  “The Rebirth of American Immigration: The Rights 
Revolution, New Restrictionism, and Policy Deadlock.”  Pp. 219-241 in Dividing 
Lines: The Politics of Immigration Control in America.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press. 

 
Monday, July 18: Contemporary Immigration – Part I: The Policies and Their Making 
(1980 to the Present) [93pp] 

 Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  “Two Faces of Expansion: The Contemporary Politics of 
Immigration Reform.”  Pp. 242-288 in Dividing Lines: The Politics of Immigration 
Control in America.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 Laham, Nicholas.  2000.  “Interest Groups and Members of Congress Lobby the 
White House to Influence the Development of Immigration Policy.”  Pp. 31-76 in 
Ronald Reagan and the Politics of Immigration Reform.  Westport, CT: Praeger. 

 

 Recommended reading for M 7/18: 
 Gimpel, James G. and James R. Edwards, Jr.  1999.  “The Congressional Politics 

of Immigration Reform, 1982-1994.”  Pp. 152-211 in The Congressional Politics of 
Immigration Reform.  Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.   

 
Tuesday, July 19: Contemporary Immigration – Part II: The Public Response (1980 to 
the Present) [22pp] 

 Muller, Thomas.  1996.  “Nativism in the Mid-1990s: Why Now?”  Pp. 105-118 in 
Immigrants Out! The New Nativism and the Anti-Immigrant Impulse in the United 
States, edited by Juan F. Perea.  New York, NY: New York University Press. 
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 Beck, Roy and Steven A. Camarota.  2002.  “Elite vs. Public Opinion: An 
Examination of Divergent Views on Immigration.”  Washington, DC: Center for 
Immigration Studies. 

 

 Recommended reading for Tu 7/19: 
 Feagin, Joe R.  1996.  “Old Poison in New Bottles: The Deep Roots of Modern 

Nativism.”  Pp. 13-43 in Immigrants Out! The New Nativism and the Anti-Immigrant 
Impulse in the United States, edited by Juan F. Perea.   New York, NY: New York 
University Press. 

 
Wednesday, July 20: Refugee Admissions Policies [62pp] 

 Zucker, Norman L. and Naomi Flink Zucker.  1992.  “From Immigration to Refugee 
Redefinition: A History of Refugee and Asylum Policy in the United States.”  
Journal of Policy History 4(1): 54-70. 

 Suhrke, Astri and Aristide R. Zolberg. 1999.  “Issues in Contemporary Refugee 
Policies.”  Pp. 143-180 in Migration and Refugee Policies: An Overview, edited by 
Ann Bernstein and Myron Weiner.  New York, NY: Pinter. 

 Barnett, Don.  2002.  “The Coming Conflict Over Asylum: Does America Need a 
New Asylum Policy?”  Washington, DC: Center for Immigration Studies. 

 **Handout to be distributed at the end of class: midterm review sheet** 
 
Thursday, July 21: Well-Founded Fear (2000) 

 No readings assigned for today.   
 Short description of the documentary: Well-Founded Fear provides a behind-the-

scenes view of how the federal bureaucracy decides which political refugees 
receive political asylum and which do not.  The documentary reveals a system 
fraught with contradictions and impossibilities, where asylum officers are faced with 
the difficult task of separating truth from fiction in their applicants’ stories and 
where these federal officials often fall back on guesswork and suspicion in making 
asylum decisions.  (Media Resources Center: VIDEO/C 7297) 

 
Friday, July 22: In-Class Midterm Exam 

Bring two (2) large-format blue books to class. 
Be kind to your grader (me!): please remember to write legibly. 

 
SECTION 3 │ The (Non)Incorporation of Immigrant America 
 
Monday, July 25: Theorizing Immigrants’ Incorporation [60pp] 

 Bean, Frank D. and Gillian Stevens (with Susan Wierzbicki).  2003.  “The New 
Immigrants and Theories of Incorporation.”  Pp. 94-113 in America’s Newcomers 
and the Dynamics of Diversity.  New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 Alba, Richard and Victor Nee.  1999.  “Rethinking Assimilation Theory for a New 
Era of Immigration.”  Pp. 137-160 in The Handbook of International Migration, 
edited by Charles Hirschman et al.  New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 Zhou, Min.  1999.  “Segmented Assimilation: Issues, Controversies, and Recent 
Research on the New Second Generation.”  Pp. 196-211 in The Handbook of 
International Migration, edited by Charles Hirschman et al.  New York, NY: Russell 
Sage Foundation. 
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 Recommended reading for M 7/25: 
 Alba, Richard and Victor Nee.  2003.  “Evidence of Contemporary Assimilation.”  

Pp. 215-270 in Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and 
Contemporary Immigration.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

 
Tuesday, July 26: Linguistic Incorporation and Language Policies [52pp] 

 Donegan, Craig.  1996.  “Debate Over Bilingual Education.”  The CQ Researcher 
6(3): 49-71. 

 Bean, Frank D. and Gillian Stevens.  2003.  “Linguistic Incorporation Among 
Immigrants.”  Pp. 143-171 in America’s Newcomers and the Dynamics of Diversity.  
New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
Wednesday, July 27: A Day Without a Mexican (2004) 

 No readings assigned for today. 
 Short description of the movie: A Day Without A Mexican is a “mockumentary” that 

explores the hypothetical situation of what would happen in California if all 
“Mexicans” suddenly disappeared.  (Media Resources Center: DVD 3148) 

 
Thursday, July 28: Economics and Labor Markets [72pp] 

 Bean, Frank D. and Gillian Stevens.  2003.  “Immigrant Economic Incorporation.”  
Pp. 114-142 in America’s Newcomers and the Dynamics of Diversity.  New York, 
NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 Borjas, George J. 1999.  “The Labor Market Impact of Immigration” and “The 
Economic Benefits from Immigration.”  Pp. 62-104 in Heaven’s Door: Immigration 
Policy and the American Economy.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 

 Recommended reading for Th 7/28: 
 Koch, Kathy.  1998.  “High-Tech Labor Shortage.”  The CQ Researcher 8(16): 361-

383. 
 
Friday, July 29: Naturalization and Citizenship [71pp] 

 Aleinikoff, Alexander T.  2000.  “Between Principles and Politics: U.S. Citizenship 
Policy.”  Pp. 119-172 in From Migrants to Citizens: Membership in a Changing 
World, edited by T. Alexander Aleinikoff and Douglas Klusmeyer.  Washington, 
DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

 Johnson, Hans P. et al.  1999.  “Why Does Naturalization Matter?”  Pp. 5-9 in 
Taking the Oath: An Analysis of Naturalization in California and the United States.  
San Francisco, CA: Public Policy Institute of California. 

 Jones-Correa, Michael.  1998.  “Participation in the American Polity: Why 
Citizenship Matters.”  Pp. 35-48 in Between Two Nations: The Political 
Predicament of Latinos in New York City.  Itahaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 

 

 Recommended reading for F 7/29: 
 Skerry, Peter.  2004. “‘This Was Our Riot, Too’: The Political Assimilation of 

Today’s Immigrants.”  Pp. 221-232 in Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New 
Immigrants and What It Means To Be American, edited by Tamar Jacoby.  New 
York, NY: Basic Books. 
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Monday, August 1: Political Incorporation and Political Participation [104pp] 
 DeSipio, Louis.  2001.  “Building America, One Person at the Time: Naturalization 

and Political Behavior in Contemporary American Politics.”  Pp.67-106 in E 
Pluribus Unum?  Contemporary and Historical Perspectives on Immigrant Political 
Incorporation, edited by Gary Gerstle and John Mollenkopf.  New York, NY: 
Russell Sage Foundation. 

 Mollenkopf, John et al.  2001.  “Immigrant Political Participation in New York and 
Los Angeles.”  Pp. 17-70 in Governing American Cities: Inter-Ethnic Coalitions, 
Competition, and Conflict, edited by Michael Jones-Correa.  New York, NY: 
Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
Tuesday, August 2: Refugee Resettlement [48pp] 

 Etzioni, Amitai.  1981.  “Refugee Resettlement: The Infighting in Washington.”  
Public Interest 65(1981:Fall): 15-29. 

 Zucker, Norman L.  1983.  “Refugee Resettlement in the United States: Policy and 
Problems.”  Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 
467:172-186. 

 Wright, Robert G.  1981.  “Voluntary Agencies and the Resettlement of Refugees.”  
International Migration Review 15(1/2): 157-174. 

 

 In-class showing of Letter Back Home (1994), a short video letter – shot in San 
Francisco’s Tenderloin district – offering a look at life in the United States for some 
Laotian and Cambodian youth.  As you watch this video letter, pay particular 
attention to these refugee youth’s understanding of mainstream American society; 
what does incorporation mean to them?  (Media Resources Center: VIDEO/C 
4187) 

 
Wednesday, August 3: Documentary Lost Boys of Sudan (2004)[14p] 

 Corbett, Sara.  2001 (April 1).  “The Long Road From Sudan to America.”  The 
New York Times Magazine. 

 Short description of the documentary: Lost Boys of Sudan is a documentary that 
follows two Sudanese refugees on a journey from Africa to America. Orphaned as 
young boys in an African civil war, Peter Dut and Santino Chuor managed to reach 
a refugee camp in Kenya along with thousands of other children. From there, they 
were chosen to come to America.  Once in the U.S., they find themselves 
confronted with the abundance and alienation of contemporary American suburban 
life.  (Media Resources Center: DVD 3110) 

 
SECTION 4 │ The Politics of American Diversity 
 
Thursday, August 4: Multiculturalism and (Re)Defining America [54pp] 

 Kymlicka, Will.  2001.  “The Theory and Practice of Immigrant Multiculturalism.”  
Pp. 152-176 in Politics in the Vernacular: Nationalism, Multiculturalism, and 
Citizenship.  New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

 Glazer, Nathan.  1993.  “Is Assimilation Dead?”  The Annals of the American 
Academy 530: 123-136. 

 Huntington, Samuel P.  2004.  “The Hispanic Challenge.” Foreign Policy 
(March/April): 30-45. 
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 Recommended reading for Th 8/4: 
 Citrin, Jack et al.  2001.  “Multiculturalism in American Public Opinion.”  British 

Journal of Political Science 31(2): 247-275. 
 

Friday, August 5: Immigrant Narratives on Becoming  “American” 
 De Crèvecoeur, Hector St. John.  (1999)  “Letters from an American Farmer.”  Pp. 

1-22 in Immigrant Voices: Twenty-Four Narratives on Becoming an American, 
edited by Gordon Hutner.  New York, NY: Penguin Books. 

 Jacoby, Tamar.  2004.  “What It Means to Be American in the 21st Century.”  Pp. 
293-314 in Reinventing the Melting Pot: The New Immigrants and What It Means 
to Be American, edited by Tamar Jacoby.  New York, NY: Basic Books. 

Students should also read two (2) of the following selections from Immigrant Voices: 
Twenty-Four Narratives on Becoming an American:  

 Svendsen, Gro.  “Frontier Mother.”  Pp. 69-84. 
 Steiner, Edward. “From Alien to Citizen.”  Pp.168-184. 
 Mukerji, Dhan Ghopal.  “Caste and Outcast.”  Pp. 234-243. 
 Sugimoto, Etsu.  “A Daughter of the Samurai.”  Pp. 244-253.  
 Bulosan, Carlos.  “America Is in the Heart.”  Pp. 328-336.  
 Galarza, Ernesto.  “Barrio Boy.”  Pp. 337-361. 

 
Monday, August 8: Inter-Group Relations: The American Urban Experience [62pp] 

 **Documentary film analysis due at the beginning of class** 
 Kasinitz, Philip et al.  2003.  “Becoming Americans/Becoming New Yorkers: 

Immigrant Incorporation in a Majority Minority City.”  Pp. 73-90 in Host Societies 
and the Reception of Immigrants, edited by Jeffrey G. Reitz.  La Jolla, CA: Center 
for Comparative Immigration Studies, UC San Diego. 

 Johnson Jr., James H. et al.  1999.  “Immigration Reform and the Browning of 
America: Tensions, Conflicts, and Community Instability in Metropolitan Los 
Angeles.”  Pp. 390-411 in The Handbook of International Migration, edited by 
Charles Hirschman et al.  New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 Horton, John. 1999.  “Chinese Suburban Immigration and Political Diversity in 
Monterey Park, California.”  Pp. 119-129 in Immigration: A Civil Rights Issue for the 
Americas, edited by Susanne Jonas and Suzie Dod Thomas.  Wilmington, DE: 
Scholarly Resources. 

 

 Recommended reading for M 8/8: 
 Mollenkopf, John.  1999.  “Urban Political Conflicts and Alliances: New York and 

Los Angeles Compared.”  Pp. 412-422 in The Handbook of International Migration, 
edited by Charles Hirschman et al.  New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
SECTION 5 │ U.S. Immigration and Current Political Debates 
 
Tuesday, August 9: Undocumented Immigration and Border Control [48pp] 

 Griffin, Rodman D.  1992.  “Illegal Immigration.”  The CQ Researcher 2(16): 361-
384. 

 Marshall, Patrick.  2002.  “Policing the Borders.”  The CQ Researcher 12(7): 145-
168. 
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 Recommended reading for Tu 8/9: 
 Andreas, Peter.  2000.  “The Escalation of Border Policing” and “The Escalation of 

Immigration Control.”  Pp. 3-11 and 85-112 in Border Games: The Policing of the 
U.S.-Mexico Divide.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press (**NOT in course reader) 

 Cornelius, Wayne A.  2001.  “Death at the Border: Efficacy and Unintended 
Consequences of U.S. Immigration Control Policy.”  Population and Development 
Review 27(4):661-685. 

 

 In-class showing of New World Border (2001), a short documentary on the rise of 
human/immigrant rights abuses along the U.S.-Mexico border since the 
implementation of border blockades such as Operation Gatekeeper. The 
documentary includes interviews with immigrant rights organizers, testimony from 
immigrants, analysis of free trade policies, and current efforts to build a movement 
for immigrant rights.  (Media Resources Center: VIDEO/C 7931) 

 
Wednesday, August 10: Welfare Reform – 1996 and Beyond [46pp] 

 Borjas, George J.  1999. “Immigration and the Welfare State.”  Pp. 105-26 in 
Heaven’s Door: Immigration Policy and the American Economy.  Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 

 Espenshade, Thomas and Gregory A. Huber.  1999.  “Fiscal Impacts of Immigrants 
and the Shrinking Welfare State.”  Pp. 360-370 in The Handbook of International 
Migration edited by Charles Hirschman et al.  New York, NY: Russell Sage 
Foundation. 

 Singer, Audrey.  2004.  “Welfare Reform and Immigrants: A Policy Review.”  Pp. 
21-34 in Immigrants, Welfare Reform, and the Poverty of Policy, edited by Philip 
Kretsedemas and Ana Aparicio.  Westport, CT: Praeger. 

 
Thursday, August 11: Immigrant and Refugee Rights in an Age of Terrorist Threats & 
Course Conclusions [36p] 

 ACLU of Northern California.  2002.  “Caught in the Backlash: Stories from 
Northern California.”  Available online at http://www.aclunc.org/911/backlash.pdf  

 Additional shorter readings for this day might be assigned later. 
 **Handouts to be distributed at the end of class: course review sheet & take-

home final** 
 
Friday, August 12: Take-Home Final Due During Class Time 

 No late final exams will be accepted. 
 **Optional extra credit assignment due during class time** 
 

 
IMMIGRATION RESOURCES ON THE WWW 

 
 
For an excellent library guide to immigration resources produced by UCB Librarian Beth 
Sibley, please see http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/Collections/soc/immigration.html. Be sure 
to pay this site a visit, especially if you have specific immigration interests or more 
general questions about immigration to the U.S. you want to investigate on your own.   


