PS 335 International Law				Prof. Michael Struett
Fall 2019   Room: 029 Winston Hall			Office: Winston 120		
Mon. and Wed. 1:30-2:45				Office Hours:
							M 2:45-3:30pm/ Tu 1:30pm-2:30pm 
Teaching Assistant:	Lena Mikhaylova		And by appointment, arrange by email
emikhay@ncsu.edu	mjstruet@ncsu.edu  
				
	
Course Description
International Law is a body of rules of behavior for states and other actors in international society. International Relations by contrast, focuses on the pursuit and exercise of power. Though the two modes of analysis are normally pursued as though they are distinct, in this course we will explore the idea that international law and international politics are inherently intertwined. They influence and shape each other. The rules of international society affect world politics, and those politics in turn continually modify the rules.
In other words, this course is about international law and politics. What is international law, and where does it come from?  How does international law help generate order in international relations? How can international law help states resolve disputes and pursue shared objectives? We will address these and other questions as we explore the substantive content of public international law and its relationship with politics and foreign policies. A number of real international law cases will serve as launching points for analysis, discussion, and writing assignments. In addition to general principles of international law and politics, we will investigate several substantive areas of the law, including the laws of war and war crimes, human rights, trade, piracy, and the environment. 
	
Course Learning Objectives

 - Students will gain familiarity with the major events in the historical development of international law.
 - Students will learn to understand and analyze the role of international law in promoting a stable international political system.
- Students will become familiar with the primary rules of the International legal system, including the processes of treaty negotiation and entry into force and the development of customary rules of international law.
- Students will learn how to brief the major legal findings of crucial judicial cases in international law and to assess the legal reasoning in those decisions.
-Students will learn to analyze the way that the rules of international law and political power interact to produce outcomes in international politics by enabling and constraining possible courses of action.
- Students will learn to analyze legal discourse as a tool of political influence and power.


Course Requirements

	10% - Participation and Current Events – Students should complete the reading for each class period in advance, attend regularly, and be prepared to discuss the materials in class.  This is an important part of your overall performance evaluation for this class, and you will have ample opportunities to contribute to our discussions.

In addition, students are required to keep up with international political news on a daily basis.  Current events will form an important part of our class discussions and applications of international relations theories.  I strongly recommend subscribing to a newspaper in print form or going to their online additions daily.  Good options are The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, or The Washington Post.  Another excellent source for international political news is a weekly, The Economist magazine, or the daily The Guardian (Which does not have pay wall) both from London.  All of these periodicals have discount subscription rates for students.  While it is also possible to keep up with current events using other internet sources, my experience is that students who rely on this method are usually less consistent and therefore less well informed.  If you still choose to use the online method, make sure you are receiving quality news and news analysis that focuses on major international political events.  Directly visit the websites of the publications listed above, and do it every day.  News is to students of political science what the periodic table is to students of chemistry.  You cannot be successful without this component.

	25% Reading Quizzes  - During the semester there will be five pop quizzes to assess whether or not you are completing the readings.  The quizzes will consist of multiple choice and true false questions.  Quizzes will not be announced in advance and you must be present when the quiz begins.  Reading quizzes cannot be made up.  If you are absent unexcused for a reading quiz you will receive a zero.  If you have a documented excused absence you will receive the average of your remaining quizzes in the space of the grade for the quiz with an excused absence.

	15% (3) Case Briefs - Students will prepare 3 case briefs during the semester from assigned cases.  Students will read the case and prepare a one-page summary of the case according to a required template.  All students must brief the first case Paquete Habana on Sept. 6th.   Students will also brief two more cases of their choice.  The case must be turned in during class on the day it is assigned in the syllabus.  Each case brief will count as 5% of the final course grade.  Each case will be graded on a 5 point scale.  If students receive a grade of 3 or lower they may replace that score by turning in one additional case.  Students should read all of the cases, (even the ones that you choose not to write about).

	25% Midterm Exam – Monday October 

	25% Final Exam –Monday, December 16, 2017, 1pm-4pm.


Course Policies

· No adds after August 24th.
· Last day to Drop without a W or drop below 12 Units is Aug. 29th.  
· Last day to drop (with a W grade) is October 13th.  
· Observe all NCSU policies, including especially the University policy on academic integrity found in the Code of Student Conduct.
· All work (case briefs and quizzes) must be submitted on time, in paper form.  Electronic submission is not acceptable.  Late work will not be accepted. Reading quizzes cannot be made up.  If you are absent unexcused for a reading quiz you will receive a zero.  If you have a documented excused absence the quiz will be excluded from your grade calculation.  See the university attendance regulation.
· Absences from exams or assignments for medical reasons MUST be documented by a health care provider.  Requests for alternative exam times should be made well in advance of scheduled exams, and may or may not be granted at the instructor’s discretion.
· All assignments (including regular class participation and at least two reading quizzes) must be completed to earn a passing grade.

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with Disability Services for Students at 1900 Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 515-7653. http://www.ncsu.edu/provost/offices/affirm_action/dss/ For more information on NC State's policy on working with students with disabilities, please see the Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Regulation (http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/courses_undergrad/REG02.20.1.php).

The policy for this course is that by submitting any assignment, quiz, or exam for this course, the student affirms the Honor Pledge that the student has neither given nor received unauthorized aid on that assignment, quiz, or exam.  No aid is authorized for this course; all work should be done individually.  Students may study collectively for in-class exams, but they must do their own writing on the short paper assignments.

This course satisfies the GEP requirement for the Social Sciences and the co-requisite for Global Knowledge.  

	Explore career options related to your major, make decisions about your major or minor, build resumes and cover letters, prepare for interviews, develop internship/ job search strategies, maximize career fairs, and more. Use ePACK to make an appointment with your career counselor -- Jane Matthews or Woody Catoe -- through ePACK at ncsu.edu/epack.  Career Development Center – careers.ncsu.edu.

Basic Needs Security
Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing or believes this may affect their performance in the course is urged to contact the Student Ombuds Services for support (919-513-3401).  Furthermore, you may contact the professor if you are comfortable doing so.  This will enable him to direct you toward any available resources.   More information here: https://dasa.ncsu.edu/pack-essentials/
Online class evaluations will be available for students to complete during the last 2 weeks of fall and become unavailable before finals begin.  Students will receive an email message directing them to a website where they can login using their Unity ID and complete evaluations.  All evaluations are confidential; instructors will not know how any one student responded to any question, and students will not know the ratings for any instructors.
Evaluation website: https://classeval.ncsu.edu/
Student help desk:  classeval@ncsu.edu
More information about ClassEval:  http://www.ncsu.edu/UPA/classeval/
Course Materials

There is one required text for the course:

Law Among Nations: An Introduction to Public Law, Gerhard Von Glahn and James Larry Taulbee.  Pearson: Tenth or Eleventh Edition ISBN-13: 978-0205855773. 

All other readings will be available on our Wolfware Moodle website. Indicated below with (OL). 
All case readings will be posted online. Students are expected to review all cases for class. 


Schedule

Week 1

Wednesday, August 21, 2019
	Introduction:  Why study International Law?
	
Week 2

Monday, August 26th 
	Is International Law Really Law?
Read Ch. 1 - Law Among Nations - hereinafter LAN

Wednesday, August 23
No Class – Professor Struett is attending the American Political Science Association annual meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Read Martin Koskenniemi, “International Law and Hegemony: A Reconfiguration” in Cambridge Review of International Affairs 17:2 July 2004; Pp 197-218. (Online).

Week 3

Monday, August 28
History of International Law
	Read Ch. 2 - LAN
Wednesday, August 30
	Sources of International Law
	Read Ch. 3 - LAN

Week 4

Monday, September 4 
NO CLASS, Labor Day

Wednesday, September 6
	Sources Continued
	Case: Paquette Habana and the Lola Case U.S. Supreme Court, Jan 8th 1900.
	1st Written Case Brief Due Required for all students
		
Week 5
		
Monday, September 11
	Treaties
	Read Ch. 4 - LAN

Wednesday, September 13
	Dispute Settlement
	Read Ch. 5 - LAN

Week 6

Monday, September 18
	Adjudication
Read Ch. 17 - LAN 
Case: Lagrand Case (Germany vs. the USA) International Court of Justice 27 June 2001.

Wednesday, September 20
	Subjects: Recognition 
	Read Ch. 7 - LAN

Week 7

Monday, September 25th
Subjects: Rights and Duties
	Read Ch. 8 - LAN
	Case: Saudi Arabia vs. Nelson (US Supreme Court) 1993.


Wednesday, September 27th
Midterm Exam

Week 8

Monday, October 2
	Jurisdiction
	Read Ch. 10 - LAN
		
Wednesday, October 4
Immunities: Diplomatic Law 
	Read Ch. 14 - LAN
	Case: Radwan vs. Radwan Family Division 1972 3 All England Reports. 967.

Week 9

Monday, October 9
	International Organizations – The UN Security Council
Read Ch. 1 and Ch. 3 of UN Security Council and the Politics of International Authority, Cronin and Hurd, eds. (OL)
 
Wednesday, October 11
	Human Rights Law – Individuals Legal Status
	Read Ch. 15 - LAN 
Case: Regina vs. Bartle … ex parte Pinochet. 


Week 10

Monday, October 16
	International Criminal Law – the Offences
	Read Ch. 16 - LAN

Wednesday, October 18
	International Law as an Instrument for Social Change
	Read Kathryn Sikkink The Justice Cascade Ch. 1 and 3 (OL).
Week 11

Monday, October 23
	International Law and Social Change Continued
	Read Kathryn Sikkink The Justice Cascade Ch. 4 and 5 (OL).	 

Wednesday, October 25
	Use of Force
	Read Ch. 20 – LAN 10th ed.   Or Ch. 19 LAN 11th edition.
	Case: Nicaragua vs. United States, International Court of Justice, June 27, 1986. 


Week 12	

Monday, Oct 30
	Humanitarian Law: War Crimes and Tribunals 
	Read Ch. 21 & 22 – LAN 10th edition or Ch. 20 and 21 LAN 11th edition.
Case: Hamdan vs. Rumsfeld US Sup. Ct. June 29, 2006. Read “syllabus” summary pages 1-8. 

Wednesday, November 1
	International Criminal Court in action
	Read Selection from David Bosco, Rough Justice Ch. 4 & 5 (OL).
Case: Decision on the admissibility of the case against Abdullah Al-Senusi, Pre-Trial Chamber I of the International Criminal Court, October 11, 2013.  Read pages 1-18 of 152. Skim the rest; know the final decision. 

Week 13

Monday, November 6
	European Court of Human Rights
	“ECHR Basics” (OL).
Case: HUSAYN (ABU ZUBAYDAH) v. POLAND European Court of Human Rights, 24 July 2014.
Case: Berlin Border Guard Case European Court of Human Rights March 22, 2001.
(Students may prepare a brief for either case, not both.)

Wednesday, November 8
	Law of the Seas 
	Read Ch. 12 - LAN
	Case: BANGLADESH v MYANMAR, ITLOS March 14, 2012. Read paragraphs 	56 – 99 (pages 25-38). Skim the rest; know the final decision.
	
Week 14

Monday, November 13
	Protection of the Environment 
	Read Ch. 18 - LAN
Case: Trail Smelter (Arbitrated under Convention of Ottawa, April 15, 1935; Warren, USA; Greenshields, Canada; Frans Hostie, Belgium, presiding). Decided March 11, 1941. Read Part 1 and Part 2, pg. 1913-1933.
(If preparing a case brief, focus on the questions addressed in these parts.)

Wednesday, November 15
	International Economic Law
Read Ch. 19 – LAN (From the 10th edition) 11th Edition users chapter is online.

Week 15

Monday, November 20
	WTO Dispute Settlement
Reading Krzysztof, J Pelc, “Politics of Precedent in International Law: A Social Network Application” American Political Science Review Volume 108, # 3. Pp. 547-564, August 2014.
Case: China – Rare Earth Metals, WTO Dispute Settlement Appellate Body August 7, 2014, AB 2014-3. Read Sections 3 & 4 (pg. 69-72); Section 5.2 (pg. 89-102); Section 5.2.9 (pg. 121-123); Section 7 (pg. 124-125)
(If preparing a case brief, focus on the issue addressed in these sections.)

Wednesday, November 22
	NO CLASS, Thanksgiving Break Begins

Week 16

Monday November 27
	No Class – Enjoy the Solar Eclipse
Outer Space
	Read Ch. 13 – LAN

Convention Against Torture – Implementation in the United States
Read  “The North Carolina Connection to Extraordinary Rendition and Torture” by Deborah Weissman et. al., UNC Chapel Hill School of Law.

Wednesday, November 29
	Final Exam Review
	

Thursday November 30th 9am-5pm and Friday December 1st 9am-3pm
North Carolina Commission of Inquiry on Torture Public Hearing
Raleigh Convention Center
	*Attendance of at least 2 hours will be required as part of the final exam


Final Exam – December 13th 2015 1pm-4pm.



