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Fall Semester 2016                                                                   Professor George Andreopoulos
Tu&Th 9:25-10:40                                                                    Office: L9.65.09 NB
1.100 NB                                                                                    Office Hours: Tu&Th 3:00-4:00 p.m.
                                                                                                                            or by appointment       
                                                                                                     Tel: (212) 237-8190
                                                                                                     Email: gandreopoulos@jjay.cuny.edu            

                                                  POL 320 International Human Rights
Course Description
This course is an introduction to the study of international human rights. More specifically, it will offer a review of the evolution of international human rights and of the legal instruments designed for their protection, placing particular emphasis on a discussion of the main civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights in the International Bill of Rights. In addition, it will critically examine the theoretical foundations of the idea of human rights in various civilizations and cultures, assess its legacy within the western and non-western traditions, and explore its meaning and relevance in dealing with the major challenges posed by international crimes, including genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.
Readings
Two books will be used in this course: (1) Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice (third edition). Cornell University Press, 2013; and (2) Aryeh Neier, The International Human Rights Movement. A History. Princeton University Press, 2012.Both are available at Akademos and have been placed on reserve at the Lloyd Sealy Library. There will also be a series of additional assigned readings that will be either posted or distributed in class. All students must familiarize themselves with the United Nations website www.un.org, especially the human rights and humanitarian affairs sections.
Course requirements, regulations and objectives
There will be two exams, a mid-term (20% of the grade), and a final (40% of the grade) with essay questions. In addition, students will submit a 10-page paper (30%) of the grade on a topic assigned by the instructor.
Students are expected to read all the assigned material, so that they can be effective participants in class discussions. Class participation is 10% of the grade.

Students should familiarize themselves with the College’s regulations on plagiarism and cheating which can be accessed at:http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/academicStandards/undergraduate.asp
Any student caught in violation of these regulations will fail the class and will be reported to the Dean. We will have one and possibly two guest speakers in class. Details will follow.
By the end of this course, students should:
* Acquire a solid understanding of basic theories and concepts in human rights;
* Become familiar with the key instruments (treaties, declarations, resolutions) in international human rights law; 
* Be able to use the human rights framework (basic theories, concepts and key legal instruments) in order to analyze and assess the role of the main actors and institutions involved in the promotion and protection of human rights;
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Be able to use the human rights framework in order to critically discuss, in a methodologically appropriate way, developments in key issue areas such as peace and security, economic and social development, human protection and international justice.

Course Outline

Week I

Introduction. What are human rights? The evolution of the idea of human rights.

Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights, pp. 7-39; Aryeh Neier, The International Human Rights Movement. A History, pp. 57-92.

Week II

Philosophical underpinnings of human rights. Early International efforts to promote and protect human rights.

Michael Ignatieff, “The Attack on Human Rights,” Foreign Affairs (November-December 2001), pp. 102-116; Neier, pp. 26-56; Donnelly, pp. 75-92.

Week III

Philosophical underpinnings (continued); Economic Rights and Group Rights

Donnelly, pp. 40-71.



Week IV

Universality and Relativity in the human rights discourse. The Concept of Human Dignity.

Donnelly, pp. 93-132.

Week V

Human Dignity (continued). The role of international law.

Donnelly, pp. 133-158; Neier, pp. 93-116.


GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH PAPER TO BE DISCUSSED IN CLASS (TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27)



Week VI

The role of international law (continued). International and Regional Human Rights Regimes.

Neier, pp. 117-137; Donnelly, pp. 161-172; Paul Gordon Lauren, “‘To Preserve and Build on its Achievements and to Redress its Shortcomings’; The Journey from the Commission on Human Rights to the Human Rights Council,” Human Rights Quarterly, 29 (2007), pp. 307-345.

Week VII

International and Regional Human Rights Regimes (continued).

Susan Waltz, “Universal Human Rights: The Contribution of Muslim States,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 26 (4), November 2004, pp. 799-844; Donnelly, pp. 172-196; Robert K. Goldman, “History and Action: The Inter-American Human Rights Systemand the Role of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights”Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 31(4), November 2009, pp. 856-887.

Week VIII

Human Rights and Foreign Policy.

Donnelly, pp. 197-213; Neier, pp. 138-185.

MID-TERM EXAM: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18.


Week IX

The Human Rights Movement. The Role of NGOs.

Neier, pp. 186-257.

Week X

Research Methods in Human Rights and Measurement of Human Rights.

FonsCoomans, Fred Grunfeld and Menno Kamminga, “Methods of Human Rights Research: A Primer,” Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 32(1), 2010, pp. 179-186; United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, A Guide to Measurement and Implementation. Chapter II. Conceptualizing Indicators for Human Rights, HR/PUB/12/5, 2012 (available on Blackboard).


Week XI

Contemporary Issues and Challenges: Democracy, Development and Subsistence Rights.

Donnelly, pp. 217-253.

Week XII

International Crimes and the Quest for Accountability.

Neier, pp. 258-284; Yves Sandoz, ‘The History of the Grave Breaches Regime,” Journal of International Criminal Justice, vol. 7(4), 2009, pp. 657-682;Victor Peshkin, “Beyond Victor’s Justice: The Challenge of Prosecuting the Winners at the International Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda,” Journal of Human Rights, vol. 4(2), 2005, pp. 213-231.

Week XIII

Humanitarian Intervention and the Responsibility to Protect.

Donnelly, pp. 254-273; George Andreopoulos, “Collective Security and the Responsibility to Protect,” (available on Blackboard); Mohammed Ayoob, “Humanitarian Intervention and International Society,” The International Journal of Human Rights 6, no. 1 (2002), pp. 81-102.






Week XIV

Human Rights After 9/11.Concluding remarks.

Neier, pp. 285-317; David Luban, “Unthinking the Ticking Bomb,” in Charles Beitz and Robert Goodin,Global Basic Rights, pp. 181-206 (available on Blackboard); Donnelly, pp. 274-291; Neier, pp. 318-334.

RESEARCH PAPER DUE BY 3:00 p.m., MONDAY, DECEMBER 12. 

FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 10:15-12:15 p.m.








