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The Theory and Practice of Rights
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Professor Karen Zivi							Alaina White, TA		
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Email: zivik@gvsu.edu							Office Hrs:
Office Hours: 	Wed. 10:00-12:00 &
		By Appointment


Where… do universal human rights begin? In small places, close to home…the neighborhood he lives in; the school or college he attends; the factory, farm, or office where he works. Such are the places where every man, woman, and child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they have little meaning anywhere. Without concerted citizen action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in vain for progress in the larger world.
Eleanor Roosevelt 


Course Description:
“Individuals have a right to free speech.” “Prisoners have a right to legal counsel.”  “The people have a right to bear arms.” “Health care is a human right.” We make rights claims for all kinds of reasons: to criticize practices we find objectionable, to shed light on injustice, to limit the power of the state, and to demand greater state engagement. And we make rights claims in the courtrooms and in the streets, both within the borders of the United States and elsewhere around the globe. Rights claiming is a practice of everyday life and rights discourse a dominant language of politics and the public good. But what are rights? Where do they come from? What do they do? How do they work? And should they have such a prominent place in political and social life? These are some of the questions at the heart of this portion of Theory and Practice of Rights. 

In this section of the course, students will study the origins of the idea of rights and the important place rights have come to have in the practice of democratic politics. We will explore rights as they have been deployed in the context of political crises from the 17th through the mid 20th century paying careful attention to both the philosophical arguments used to justify rights and their political potential to be “revolutionary.” In the Winter semester, we will turn our attention to more contemporary rights theory and practice exploring the meaning and politics of human rights around the globe. Throughout both semesters, students will have a chance to consider questions such as: When and why do rights emerge as a language of political contestation?  What conception of human nature accompanies a particular theory of rights?  What are the benefits and/or the problems of using rights as a language of political and social reform?  When do rights enable political change and when do they reinforce relations of inequality?  


Required Reading:
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France
Mary Ann Glendon, Rights Talk
John Locke, Second Treatise of Government
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty and Other Essays
**Additional readings will be available as Handouts (H) or on Blackboard (B). 
Course Objectives: By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1) Describe and analyze historical debates about the meaning and purpose of individual rights;
2) Assess the implications of using rights to bring about social and political change; 
3) Draw connections between different arguments about and uses of rights;
4) Read works of political philosophy critically.

Format: 
This course will combine lecture with class discussion and periodic group work. A great deal of the responsibility for understanding the readings, the debates they reflect, and their relevance to contemporary political issues rests with the student. That means that attendance and class participation are essential, as is a willingness to do independent research when necessary.  

Skills Focus:  
Over the course of the two semesters of Theory and Practice of Rights, you will have the opportunity to practice and develop a series of different writing, reading, and research skills. In the first semester, the focus will be on textual analysis. Textual analysis involves careful reading and interpretation of texts. That includes understanding what an author is arguing and what the implications and applications of that argument might be, finding and explaining the appropriate passages in the text to reflect that argument, and generating conversations between and among authors and events across time and context. 

You will also be introduced to the idea of making a normative argument (aka ethical reasoning). This means taking a position on a particular issue, whether that issue is the meaning of a reading or the proper response to an injustice. For the purposes of our class, normative arguments cannot be based on what you think, feel, or believe irrespective of course readings. Normative arguments must be rooted in careful analysis of the texts assigned in class.


Assignments:
Class Participation				100 pts (90 for discussion, 10 for RQs)
I run an interactive classroom and therefore expect that students attend class and are actively engaged with the readings and in class discussions. That means being able to respond to questions about the arguments of the readings, to suggest challenges that one argument may pose 
to another, to offer your thoughts on the relevance of a reading to historical or contemporary events, and to raise questions. I am not shy about calling on people, so be prepared! That means bringing your books or readings to class. Grading Rubric available on Blackboard.

	RQ: Reading Questions				10 pts
Critical (careful, questioning, and generous) reading skills are essential to develop in this class and in college generally. They are the fundamental building blocks to the practice of textual analysis and normative/ ethical reasoning. They are also key to effective class participation. To nurture these skills, students will be given reading questions for particular texts meant to help guide and focus your reading. They will serve as the basis for class discussion and be helpful when studying for exams. You will be required to show that you’ve answered some of the reading questions relevant for a particular day’s reading. Alaina will collect (or mark as completed) these responses 5-10 times during the semester. Incorrect answers will still receive credit. The point is to show that you’ve done the reading and started to process its meaning. 


Working with Texts (WWT) (2)		100 pts (50 pts each)
You will have three opportunities to do short writing assignments designed to help you learn how to work with texts and develop arguments. The first WWT assignment will not be graded. More details to come. 
Mini Lesson Plan: 			100 pts
Each student will sign up to create one mini lesson plan during the course of the semester. That will entail being responsible for understanding the main points of a text and identifying key quotes that relate to these points. It is also means being prepared to make connections to other readings and to ask questions that encourage discussion. Students are not required to be experts on a topic and misunderstanding and confusion is expected. Indeed, using that uncertainty to raise questions often generates lively discussion. These are due via email by 8pm the evening before the class in which the readings are discussed. Students will sign-up for their lesson plan date during the second or third week of classes. More details on Blackboard.

Short Paper:					150 pts 
You will write 1 short (3-5 page) paper responding to a particular course theme and readings. The purpose of this paper is to give you an opportunity to think carefully and critically about particular readings and rights practices as well as to introduce you to the idea of writing a normative paper. Paper topics and more detailed instructions to come. 
Exam	#1					250 pts
This will be an in-class exam consisting of short essays and one long essay. I will distribute a study guide before the exam.

Exam 	#2					300 pts
This exam will be cumulative though emphasis will be placed on readings from the second part of the course. It will consist of several short and long essay questions. I will distribute a study guide before the exam and hold a review session upon the request of students.

Extra Credit Opportunities: Up to 5 points 
Option A: You can gain up to 4 points by attending and reflecting on two of the events listed below or approved by Prof. Zivi. The reflection must be typed, include a brief summary of the event, and make a connection to at least one of the readings from class that is supported by reference to the text. That means using a quote from the reading to support the connection you are making. Each reflection is worth up to 2 pts. Students can use this option twice.

Option B: You can also gain 1 point for simply attending an event related to the course. I will accept photographic proof that you were at the event. For example, take a selfie with/ near the speaker or organizer of the event. Students can only use this option once. 

	Extra Credit Opportunity Suggestions:
	1) Human Rights Film Series
	2) Meijer Lecture
3) Community Service Learning Center Events (CSLC): https://www.gvsu.edu/service/
4) Democracy 101 Events 
5) Hauenstein Center Lectures 




Classroom Policies:
Creating a Respectful Classroom: 
In order to facilitate the learning process and to give due respect to the instructor and your peers, please adhere to the following policies:

1. Turn off all electronic devices before entering the class;
2. No use of electronic devices except as eReaders with permission or in cases of documented necessity;
3. Please do not leave in the middle of class unless it is an ABSOLUTE EMERGENCY;
4. If you must be late to class, please make a subtle entrance;
5. Debate and disagreement are encouraged but incivility will not be tolerated. 

Email Etiquette:
Should you need to get in touch with the instructor or TA by email, be sure that your message includes the following:
		- Subject 
		- Formal Salutation (e.g., Dear Professor Zivi) 
		- Full sentences and correct punctuation.
		- Closing (e.g., Sincerely, X or Thank you, X)

We will NOT RESPOND to emails that have no salutation or begin with “Hey” nor will we respond to emails that are written as if they were text messages. Treat communication with professors as you would communication with a boss at a job you are interested in keeping. DO NOT SIMPLY EMAIL A DOCUMENT WITH NO MESSAGE. 
Absences:
Students who miss more than 4 classes are at risk of failing the course. If you have to miss class, you are welcome to email to let me know, but you should take the following steps before emailing or coming to office hours:
	1) Ask a classmate about handouts, key information, and discussion notes.
	2) Check Blackboard for possible updates.
	3) Review the information you gathered & the assigned readings.
	4) Come to office hours with specific questions. (Optional)
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence. It involves using the work of another person and presenting it as one’s own. It is generally defined as the submission of material authored by another person but represented as the student’s own work, whether that material is paraphrased or copied in verbatim or near-verbatim form. Though engaging someone else’s words or ideas is absolutely acceptable and expected, improper acknowledgment of sources (including websites) in essays or papers will be counted as plagiarism.

Statement on Disability Accommodations
Any student who requires accommodation because of a physical or learning disability must contact Disability Support Services (http://www.gvsu.edu/dss) at 616-331-2490 as soon as possible. After you have documented your disability, please make an appointment or see me during office hours to discuss your specific needs.
Recordings Policy:
No audio or video recordings without permission of the instructor.
Class Schedule:
Date	Reading(s) Due							Assignment Due	
8.26	Introduction to the Course
-Bill of Rights and Amendments (H)
-Universal Declaration of Human Rights (H)

8.28	The Emergence of Natural Individual Rights	
-Hayden, “History and Theories of Human Rights,” pp.3-7 (B)
-King James Speech to Parliament (H)
-English Bill of Rights (H)

**Library visit with Alaina

9.2 	No Class – Labor Day

9.4	Are Rights Natural? And what are Natural Rights?			
-Locke’s Second Treatise, Preface, Chs. 1-3

9.9	On Freedom, Slavery, and Private Property				WWT Practice
-Locke’s Second Treatise, Chs. 4-5 (Ch. 6 recommended)

9.11	On Political/ Civil Society 
	-Locke, Chs. 7-8

9.16 	On Civil Society
	-Locke, Chs. 9-11 (Ch. 12 recommended) 	

9.18	Rights & Revolution 							
-Locke Chs. 13 & 19
	
9.23	Revolutionary Fever 							WWT #1
	-Declaration of Independence (B)
	-French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (B)

9.25	Rights, Race, and Rebellion
	-Podcast 	Scene on Radio: Seeing White Part 3 
	-Douglass	Narrative of the Life, excerpt	(B)	
	-Haitian Declaration of Independence (B)

9.30	Rights and Revolution in France: The Conservative Critique
	-Burke, Reflections on the Revolution, see Bb for pages

10.2	-Burke, Reflections on the Revolution, see Bb for pages
					 
10.7	Catch-Up & Exam Review 


*10.9	Exam


10.14	A Utilitarian Defense of Rights 
	 -Mill, “On Liberty,” chs. 1-2 (On Liberty and Other Essays)

10.16	 -Mill, “On Liberty,” ch. 3, pp. 83-87 

**10.21	 FALL BREAK

10.23	-Mill, “On Liberty,” Ch. 5 

10.28 	The Fight for Women’s Rights
-Adams/ Wollstonecraft Excerpts (B)
-Mill, “Subjection of Women,” ch. 1 (On Liberty and Other Essays)		WWT #2

10.30	-Declaration of Sentiments (B)
	-Anthony/ Douglas Debate (B)
	-Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman” (B)
	-Mill, “Subjection of Women,” Ch. 2
-Mill, pp. 526-28; 553-56; 557-564 (recommended)

11.4  	Race, Rights, and Resistance 
	-Letter from White Moderate Clergy (B)
-MLK, “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (B)
-Brown v. Board of Education Excerpt (B recommended)
-Southern Manifesto (B recommended)

11.6	-“Letter from Birmingham Jail”

11.11	Are Rights Enough?			
	-Malcolm X, “Ballot or the Bullet” (B)
	-Recommended: Carson, “Unfinished Dialogue” (B)

11.13	-Malcolm X, “Ballet or the Bullet” (B)

11.18	Writing Workshop

11.20 	The Communitarian Critique of Rights 							 
	-Glendon, Ch. 1

11.25 	In-class film									Paper Due
	 
**11.27 	Thanksgiving

12. 2	-Glendon, Chs. 2 & 3	

12.4 	 -Glendon, Ch. 4 & 7


Exam: Monday, December 9, 12:00 pm - 1:50 pm
				7
