HNR 264 & 265
The Theory and Practice of Rights

Winter 2019
T/Th 2:30-5:15
Professor Karen Zivi (HNR/Political Science) 
Professor Pamela Galbraith (Anthropology)
Office: Honors Suite 127



Office: Lake Michigan Hall 222
Email: zivik@gvsu.edu      



E-mail: galbrapa@gvsu.edu

Office Hrs: T 12-1pm; W 10-12pm


Office Hrs: TTh 10-12pm
Course Description:
In this, the second half of a two-semester Honors sequence exploring “rights” as both a philosophical concept and a practice of politics, we shift from a focus on the intellectual and political debates of the 18th and 19th century to those of the 20th and 21st centuries. Students will build on knowledge gained during the first semester to explore and analyze what is often called the contemporary “human rights culture” or “paradigm.” This will entail raising questions about the philosophical meaning and political implications of “human rights” as well as exploring the ways that “human rights” shape individual and communal identities and can be used in efforts to challenge injustice and oppression. To the concepts and approaches of political science and political philosophy, we will bring ethnographic materials and the tools and concepts of anthropology. In so doing, we will analyze ideas about human rights in cross-cultural perspectives with an emphasis on the ways that “rights” are socially constructed in various societies. 
Required Readings:
Alexander, Michelle, The New Jim Crow

Goodhart, Michael. Human Rights: Politics & Practice
Goodale, Mark. Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader

Gyasi, Yaa, Homegoing
Khan-Cullors, Patrisse. When They Call You a Terrorist
Kidder, Tracy. Mountains Beyond Mountains
Klein, Naomi. The Shock Doctrine

Kristoff and WuDunn. Half the Sky

Marx, Karl. The Marx-Engels Reader

Additional readings will be located on the library course reserve (LCR) or available on Blackboard (B). Please print them out. This will be a NO DEVICES classroom again and that will include using computers or tablets as e-readers. 
Course Schedule 
1.8 
An Introduction to Human Rights 
-Goodhart, Introduction pp. 1-6; Ch. 1. pp. 11-17, 24-25 
-Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (B) 


-In-class film, The Path to Nazi Genocide (39 mins)
1.10 
The Holocaust, Genocide, and the Failure of Natural Rights 
-Arendt, “Decline of the Nation-State” (Goodale) 

1.15
The Holocaust, Genocide, and the Birth of Contemporary Human Rights 

-Arendt, continued
-Goodhart, Ch. 20: Genocide and Human Rights pp. 351-360 

**Assignment Due 1.15: Arendt Working With Quotes (Ungraded)
1.17
Genocide and the Social Construction of Race: Rwanda 


-Goodhart, Ch.20: Genocide and Human Rights pp. 360-364


-Diamond, “Malthus in Africa” (B) 




-**Power, Preface from A Problem from Hell (B): Reading Notes (RN 1)


-In-class Film: Sometimes in April (2 hrs 20 mins)
1.22
Genocide and Humanitarian Intervention 


-**Bourgois, “Mapping Invisible Violence” (B) RN 2 


-Power: “Bystanders to Genocide” (Recommended) (B)


-Goodhart, Ch. 21: Humanitarian Intervention, pp. 371-373



-Smith: “Humanitarian Intervention” (esp. pp. 486-499) (B) 
1.24
Humanitarian Intervention 


-Smith, continued 

**Assignment Due 1:24: Using Smith to reflect on the Rwandan Genocide (Graded)
1.25
**Assignment Due 1:25 Research Paper Topics (U)
2.5 
The Anthropological Critique 


-AAA responses to the UDHR (1947, 1999) (Goodale)


-**An-Na’im, “Toward a Cross-Cultural Approach” (Goodale) RN 3


-Goodhart, Ch. 1 pp. 18-24
2.7
The Economic Critique: 19th Century 


-Marx, Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 4-5
-Marx, “On the Jewish Question,” pp. 26-46 (esp. 39-46)

-Marx, “The Communist Manifesto,” pp.473-491, 499-500



In-class Film: Clip from Modern Times
2.8

**Assignment Due 2.8: Twenty Sources 

2.12
The Economic Critique: 20th/ 21st Century


-Marx, continued

-Mutua, “Human Rights in Africa: Limited Promise of Liberalism” (B)
2.14
Development and the Economic Critique

-Mutua continued


-Klein, Shock Doctrine, chapters 2-3



-Lappe and Collins, “Why Can’t People Feed Themselves” (B)


-In-class Film: The Global Assembly Line (50 mins)
2.19
The Critique of Development and Neoliberalism (& Intro Women’s HR)


-**Klein, chapters 4-5 RN 4
-Goodhart, Ch. 2, Feminist and Activist Approaches, pp. 33-40

2.21
Introduction to Women’s Rights as Human Rights 

-Okin, “Feminism, Women’s Human Rights, and Cultural Difference” (B)
-Kristoff and WuDunn, Half the Sky, Introduction
2.26
Gender and Sexual Violence 


-Okin, continued
-Bunch, “Women’s Rights as Human Rights” (B)


-MacKinnon, “Rape, Genocide, and Women’s Human Rights”(B)



-Goodhart, Ch. 16 Human Trafficking, pp. 273-283


-Kristoff and WuDunn, Chap. 1
2.27
**Assignment: Due 2.27: Women’s HR Paper (U)
2.28
Gender and Economics 

-Kristoff and WuDunn – Revisit Introduction, Chs. 2- 4, chs. 12-13 RN 5

-In-class film: Who’s Counting? (94 mins)
3.4-3.8

Spring Break
3.12
Gender and Culture: FGC Controversy 
-Shell-Duncan, “From Health to Human Rights: Female Genital Cutting” (B)

-UN Resolution on FGM (B)

-In-class Film: Masai Women 
3.14
Women’s Human Rights and Local Activism 


-**Merry, “Transnational Human Rights and Local Activism” (B) RN 6
-Revisit An-Nai’m – “Toward a Cross-Cultural Approach…” (Goodale) 
-Revisit Kirstoff and WuDunn, ch. 13
-Revisit Okin and Bunch

3.15
**Assignment Due 3.15: Annotated Bibliography
3.18
**Assignment: Due 3.18 Women’s HR Paper (G)
Theory and Practice of Rights

Syllabus Revision #2

3.19
What Makes a Human Rights Violation? 
-**Scheper-Hughes, “Death without Weeping” (B) RN 7

-**Scheper-Hughes, “Death Squads and Democracy in Brazil” (B) RN 8

-Revisit Bourgois, “Mapping Invisible Violence” (B)
3.21
Poverty, Health, and Human Rights: An introduction 

-Farmer “Rethinking Health and HR” (Goodale) 
-Mountains Beyond Mountains, Part 1
-The Haitian Declaration of Independence (B)

3.26
Health and Human Rights: The Case of Haiti 


-Farmer: “Never Again? Reflections on Human Values and HR” (B)



-Mountains Beyond Mountains: Part 2
3.28 
Health and Human Rights: Haiti, Cuba, and the United States 


-Mountains Beyond Mountains: Part 3, 4
4.2 
Health and Human Rights in Haiti and Beyond: What Should be Done? 
-Mountains Beyond Mountains: 5



-Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (B)



-Pogge, “Responsibilities for Poverty-Related Ill Health” (B)

4.2 

**Assignment: Due 4.2 Draft of Health and HR Paper (U) [optional]
4.4
Health and Human Rights: What Should be Done?



-Singer and Pogge, continued



-Zivi, “Politics of Compassion in the Age of AIDS” (B)


-**Kymlicka, “The Good, the Bad...” RN 11 (ignore the numbering at this point)
4.9
Indigenous Rights and the Environment 


-**Goodhart, Ch. 23, The Environment RN 9


-**Goodhart, Ch. 19, Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights RN 10
4.11  
Race in America: From Slavery to Jim Crow: The Criminalization of Blackness


-Alexander, The New Jim Crow, Intro, Ch. 1 


-Take Race Implicit Bias Test


-In-class film: 13th  (100 mins)
4.12
**Assignment: Final Draft of Health and Human Rights Paper (G)
4. 16
Race in America: From Civil Rights to Human Rights


-The New Jim Crow, Chs. 5-6 RN 12


-When They Call You a Terrorist Chs. TBA


-Williams, “Pain of Word Bondage” (B)


-In-class film The House We Live In 
4.18
Race in America: The Emotional and Economic Impact of Structural Violence 

Readings:



-When They Call You a Terrorist Part I, Chs. 10, 15, 16

**Assignment: Reflection Paper on Terrorist (U)


-Yaa Gyasi, Homegoing 


**Assignment: Reflection Paper on Homegoing (U)

4.19
**Assignment: Due 4.19 Final Draft of Research Paper (G)
Exam Dates for Group Presentations
4.23

4:00-5:50pm
4.25

4:00-5:50pm 
Course Requirements:
Please remember that this is actually TWO courses (6 credits) and thus the readings and assignments will be far greater than if this were simply a 3-credit course. You will, however, receive only 1 grade for both portions of the course. 
1. Class Participation





50 pts

One participation grade will be given for both sections of the course. See Blackboard for grading standards
2. Reading Notes (RN)




50 pts (5 pts each)
You are expected to take notes on 12 of the readings. These are designed to help you prepare for class discussions and to encourage critical reading skills. We will accept one—and only one-- late assignment, no questions asked. We will also drop your two lowest grades. Notes are due in class on the day we discuss the readings. See Class Schedule for due dates.
Notes will be in the following format unless otherwise specified:


1. Typed, double spaced, 12 -point font, 1 inch margins, 1-2 pages.


2. State the main point(s) of the assigned readings.


3. Summarize the evidence the author uses to make his or her argument.

4. Talk about how these readings relate to concepts and issues raised in the preceding class periods, with a focus on the issue of human rights. 

3. Smith Reading and Film Reflection 


50 pts 

Writing exercise using Smith to reflect on Sometimes in April. Due 1.24 
4. Women’s Human Rights Short Paper 


150 pts 

A 3-5 page paper using feminist theory to reflect on issues of sexual violence.  Due 2.27
5. Health and Human Rights Paper



200 pts

A 4-6 page paper making a normative argument about health care and human rights. Due 4.5

6. Mini Lesson Plan on Farmer



50 pts.
Choice of MLP on Farmer essay on 3.14 or 3.19.
7. Research Paper





400 pts total 




-Twenty sources 




100 pts





-Annotated Bib




100 pts





-Rough Draft of Paper




0 pts





-Final Draft of Paper




200 pts 


Each student will write an 8-10 page research paper on an approved topic relating to human rights. Before submitting the final paper, students will turn in and be graded on a bibliography of sources, an annotated bibliography, and a first draft of the paper. More details to come.

8. Research Cluster Presentation



50 pts

These presentations will occur during the exam periods. More detail to come. 
Additional Classroom Policies:
General Grading Scale:
A 
93-100

B+
87-89

C+
77-79

A-
90-92

B
84-86

C
74-76





B-
80-83

C-
70-73
SWS: Supplemental Writing:
HNR 265 is designated SWS. Completion of WRT 150 with a grade of C or better (not C-) is a prerequisite. SWS credit will not be given to a student who completes this course before completing the prerequisite. SWS courses adhere to certain guidelines. Students turn in a total of at least 3000 words of writing. Part of that total may be essay exams, but a substantial amount of it is made up of essays, reports, or research papers. The instructor works with the students on revising drafts of papers, rather than simply grading the finished piece of writing. At least four hours of class time will be devoted to writing instruction. At least one third of the final grade in the course is based on the writing assignments. Students must complete the course with a grade of "C" or better in order to receive SWS credit.
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious academic offence. It involves using the work of another person and presenting it as one’s own. It is generally defined as the submission of material authored by another person but represented as the student’s own work, whether that material is paraphrased or copied in verbatim or near-verbatim form. Though using someone else’s words or ideas is absolutely acceptable and expected, improper acknowledgment of sources (including websites) in essays or papers will be counted as plagiarism. 
Creating a Respectful Classroom: In order to facilitate the learning process and to give due respect to the instructor and your peers, please adhere to the following policies:
1. This is a NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES classroom – no computers, phones, or recording devices may be used unless permission is granted by the professor; 

2. Turn off all cell phones before entering the class;

3. Please do not get up in the middle of class unless it is an ABSOLUTE EMERGENCY;

4. If you must be late to class, please make a subtle entrance;

5. Debate and disagreement are encouraged but incivility will not be tolerated. 
6. No Recording of Class Discussion or Lecture is allowed without explicit permission from the instructor. The Vegas rule applies: What is said in the classroom, stays in the classroom.
Email Etiquette:

Treat communication with professors as you would communication with a boss at a job you are interested in keeping and be sure that your message includes the following:

- Subject 


- Formal Salutation (e.g., Dear Professor) 


- Full sentences and correct punctuation.


- Closing (e.g., Sincerely, X or Thank you, X)
If you send an email with an attachment such as a paper you’ve written, be sure that the attachment includes your name. Emails that do not follow this format will be disregarded.
Additional Important Information:
· Any student who requires accommodation because of a physical or learning disability must contact Disability Support Resources (http://www.gvsu.edu/dsr) at 616-331-2490. After you have documented your disability, please make an appointment to see me during the first two weeks of the semester. I will gladly work with students to provide the appropriate accommodations. All discussions will remain confidential. 

· If you have a question about course requirements or due dates, check the syllabus.
· If you lose your syllabus, a copy can be found on Blackboard.

· The topics and reading schedule are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 

Course Objectives: HNR 264
After successful completion of the course the students will be able to 
1) Demonstrate an understanding of the western / liberal human rights paradigm and its limits;
2) Explain the meanings, criticisms, defenses of the western/ liberal human rights paradigm; 

3)  Identify the difference between civil / political rights and economic, social, and cultural rights;
4) Analyze global human rights violations occurring using various ethical perspectives; 

5) Propose and defend a solution to particular human rights violations while drawing on various normative arguments. 

Course Objectives: HNR 265

After successful completion of the course the students will be able to 

1) Explain the cultural critique of human rights;
2) Assess different human rights issues from cross-cultural perspectives;
3) Identify elements of structural violence that engender human rights violations;
4) Produce evidence of research on a specific human rights violation;
5) Propose possible solutions to human rights crises. 
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