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At the end of 2017 there were over 68.5 million forcibly displaced people around the world, the highest number
ever recorded (UNHCR, 2019). The number of newly displaced people in 2017 alone was 16.2 million, which is
the equivalent of 44,400 new displacements every single day. Over 25.4 million registered refugees were among
those displaced, and of these just 102,800 were admitted to third countries for permanent resettlement.
Historically the United States has been the largest resettlement country in the world: since 1975 the US has
resettled more than 3 million refugees. Refugees in the U.S. are entitled to an array of federal, state, and local
supports that other immigrants must do without. At the same time, refugees in the U.S. are arguably subject to
greater scrutiny and systems of social control than most other un-incarcerated domestic populations. However,
the terrain of U.S. refugee resettlement has shifted dramatically as a result of the Executive Orders introduced by
the Trump Administration.
This course asks the central questions: How is refugee status constructed as a political process and experienced
by individuals; what are the interrelationships between institutional actors and refugee policies and what are the
implications of these interrelationships for service delivery to refugees in the U.S.; what does research tell us
about the resettlement outcomes of refugees in the U.S. and what drives these outcomes; and finally, what are
the points of intervention for social workers in the refugee resettlement process? We will address these questions
by detangling the web of international and domestic policies that relate to the refugees’ political identity, and then
we will focus in on the U.S. system of resettlement. We will analyze the structure of resettlement policy and
explore its implications for social work practice with this population with special attention to issues such as
integration, employment, mental health, and conditions for children and youth. As we move through the material
of the course we will contend with the reframing of the refugee identity that is leveraged by the Trump
Administration in support of ever more restrictive immigration policies. We will also work to hold the inherent
tension that can result from a dual focus on macro level issues of scale and policy and micro level issues related
to the lived experience of human beings.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
1. Differentiate and analyze international and domestic policies pertaining to the definition,
registration, placement, and provisions for refugees by the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees, Department of State, and the Department of Health and Human Services Office of
Refugee Resettlement.
2. Describe a clear picture of the institutional structure of refugee resettlement in the United States
including the federal, state, and local actors as well as the role of government, non-profit, secular,
and faith-based organizations.
3. Evaluate the relevant policies and provisions in terms of their implications for the delivery of
services to resettled refugees in the United States.
4. Define relevant knowledge and skills (specific to casework, advocacy, and policy work) for
working with and for refugees in various organizational settings, including international
organizations, DHS, advocacy organizations, and refugee resettlement agencies.
5. Recognize and assess key strengths and challenges relating to various contexts of the refugee
experience such as entry to the labor market, mental and physical health, education, and child and
youth development. Specifically, students will focus on moments of potential social work
intervention and support and will design practice strategies for incorporating refugees into the
service delivery process.
TEACHING METHODS AND EXPECTATIONS:
Learning can happen in multiple ways and this course is designed, in part, to expand the scope of how we
learn. We will engage in classroom discussion with some lecture and lots of group work, we will take a
field trip, hear from practitioners and use ourselves as sources and producers of knowledge. In an effort to
accommodate different learning styles within our class, I incorporate a variety of teaching methods
including formal presentations using PowerPoint, class discussion, small group exercises, and guest
presentations. I also utilize different learning tools including case materials, assigned readings, audio and
visual materials. Assignments will include short and long form papers that incorporate readings and class
materials and a group project. The class is structured with the understanding that you will have critically
engaged with the assigned materials, prepared for each class, and are willing to engage in the learning
environment. Your contributions are critical to the success of the entire class.
It is of the utmost importance that our class be a space in which each student feels supported and valued.
To this end, we will work as a group in our first session to identify our strategies and guidelines for
engaging with each other. It is expected that all members of the class will conduct themselves in a way that
reflects the values of the social work profession. We will respect differences of opinion, listen to the ideas
and views of others, embrace diversity and the knowledge and skills we gain in doing so, and be able to
understand and appreciate different points of view. I expect each of you to challenge yourselves,
participate in class even when you are unsure of yourself, and ask questions of your classmates and of me.
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APA Format and Academic Honesty
Please use APA style in preparing papers for this course, including: one inch margins, double spaced, 12
point Times New Roman or Garamond font, in-text citations and a reference list. For further information,
please refer to the American Psychological Association Publication Manual (often called the APA Style
Manual). The current edition is the sixth, but using an earlier edition is acceptable. You can find out more
at: http://www.apastyle.org. It is critical to reference all sources of information or ideas you use in your
writing, to do otherwise is academic dishonesty. In particular, direct quotes must be identified as such.
Situations of apparent plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be reported and handled according to
University of Chicago and SSA policies.
Accommodations for Students with Different Abilities
Any class member who is differently abled in such a way that might affect their participation or success in
this course based on the access information that is provided here should let me know the first day of class.
We can discuss possible modifications or accommodations that meet individual access needs.
Policy on Incompletes and Late Assignments
A grade of “Incomplete” will only be given in extenuating circumstances and in accordance with
University of Chicago and SSA policy. Assignments are due at the times noted in the course syllabus.
However, accommodation for late work is up to my discretion, you must seek and be granted specific
approval for any late work. Assignments turned in late without prior arrangements will be reduced one
letter grade for each day they are late.
University Title IX policy and “Responsible Employees”
According to the University's Title IX policy: "University employees not designated as Confidential
Resources are considered Responsible Employees. Responsible Employees must report all incidents of
sexual misconduct, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking to a Title IX Coordinator. Responsible
Employees include faculty and other academic appointees, resident assistants, resident heads, resident
deans, TAs, deans of students, athletic coaches, and UCPD staff. Responsible Employees are required to
report all incidents of sexual misconduct, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking to a Title IX
Coordinator even if the person making the report asks them to keep the information confidential."
REQUIRED READINGS & MEDIA
Required text: Nguyen, Viet Thanh. (2018). The Displaced: Refugee Writers on Refugee Lives. Abrams Press:
New York. You can order this on your own or purchase it at the Seminary Coop Bookstore in the
textbook section.
All other assigned readings are detailed by week in the course outline below. All readings are already
posted on our Canvas site in the relevant week’s folder. Here you will also find links to any audio files.
Recommended readings and media: I have listed some suggested readings and other media within certain
weeks of the syllabus and have also added many supplemental readings at the end of the syllabus. In
addition I will be posting relevant readings, media and news articles as the quarter progresses. It is entirely
up to you to determine your level of interest in and capacity for grappling with any of these materials, they
are entirely supplemental.
Podcasts and news updates: For students who want to stay current on issues relevant to the field of
refugee resettlement I recommend following the rcusa.org website and subscribing to the Displaced and
Tempest Tossed podcasts.
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GRADING & ASSIGNMENTS
Multiple methods will be utilized to assess your learning and progress toward the course objectives. The
relative weight of each assignment will be as follows:
Attendance and participation
Synthesis paper
Policy implementation assignment (group)
Debate participation
Total

20
20
40
20
100

Attendance and Participation (20%)
You are expected to attend all classes, read all assigned readings prior to class and actively participate in
class and small group discussions and activities. Anyone who misses more than two class sessions will not
be able to receive an A grade in the course. Each student should email me with a paragraph explaining
their own participation goals for the course prior to week 2 (I will explain further at our first meeting).
Prior to Week 10 I will return these paragraphs to you and ask that you self-assess your participation based
on your own goals and then assign yourself a participation score for the course.

Synthesis Paper (20%)
Due on Canvas October 18 by 10am:
Five page paper
This paper gives you an opportunity to synthesize themes from the first three weeks of the course before
we move into a case study of post 1980 US resettlement policies and practices. Thus far we have
considered the current global context of refugee movement and the international laws and standards that
are designed to protect refugees, and we have located the US in the historical context of resettlement. In
this paper you should consider the historical evolution of refugee resettlement and the place of the US in
this evolution. A successful paper will focus on one or two specific aspects (or themes) of resettlement
and will avoid a more generalized and broad overview of all that we have covered to date. You should
bring your academic orientation to this work. For example, if you are a clinical student you might choose
to draw on one of the narratives we have read and use this narrative as a basis for understanding the
implications of the Refugee Act of 1980, if you are a public policy student you might focus on the way
human rights are interpreted in US refugee policy and what this suggests. In short, the focus and unit of
analysis in this paper is up to you, use your interest to guide you.
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Policy implementation paper prospectus (5%)
Due on Canvas November 5:
One-page outline of final assignment, Group work
Your final assignment will consist of two parts, the prospectus and the final paper. Both assignments are
to be completed in a group of three students. You will sign up for your groups during Week 4. The
prospectus will be written as a group and each group will turn in one document. The prospectus is worth
5% of each student’s final grade. The prospectus should not answer the following bullet points, but it
needs to show me that you have an idea of where you will look for answers.
(1) Background for your paper: what domestic refugee issue are you going to address in this paper?
What sources will you use to explain what we know about the problem itself (from our reading list,
our course lectures and discussions, or from any other reading you have done)?
(2) What policy is in place to address the issue you are covering in this paper?
(3) What issues are there with implementation of this policy at the local level (for the final project you
will be gathering data to answer this question from local resettlement providers).
(4) Please explain in the prospectus who is going to be working on which parts of your paper. The
group should work together to assign portions of the final paper product, but you are each
responsible for the entire final product. See the next section for further explanation.
When I grade the prospectus I will be addressing the degree to which you have been thoughtful in your
description of the problems and questions you will address in the final project and the extent to which
your group has clearly articulated tasks for each member.

Debate Preparation and Participation (20%)
Due before class December 3:
2 pages
The final class session will consist of a debate pitting a restrictionist perspective against an expansionist
one. Students will prepare for the debate by creating a two-page document, one page for each side of the
debate, that they will use in class. This document will then get turned in as one of the components of the
debate assessment. Students are expected to participate in the debate by bringing to bear evidence that
supports these perspectives, drawing on class readings, lecture, and other materials we have engaged in our
learning. Students will be assigned to a debate team at the start of the last class. Both groups will then have
40 minutes to prepare their debate strategy before we engage in the actual exercise. “Winning” the debate
will not be included in the criteria for my assessment of debate preparation and engagement.
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Policy implementation paper (35%)
Due via Canvas December 5 by 8pm
Not to exceed 15 pages, Group work
For your final assignment you will work in groups of three. Groups will be organized in class during Week
4. In your final paper prospectus you will have assigned specific tasks for the completion of the final
project. The group will work as a team to construct an interview instrument for section (3) below. One
student will write section (1) below, one student will write section (2) below, one student will write section
(3) below and the group will work together to write section (4) and to edit your paper. Your final grade
will be based on the portion you were assigned to accomplish, and on the cohesiveness and quality of the
final paper. The grading rubric is outlined below.
Your final paper topic is to be decided by your group. You should choose one domestic refugee issue
that you have learned about in class.
In your paper you should:
(1) Describe the refugee issue you will address (examples: underemployment / poverty, mental health
challenges, integration of refugee youth, antagonism from local community residents towards
refugee resettlement). Your discussion of the issue should draw from class readings, supplemental
readings, guest speakers, or class discussion and lectures to explain the scope, depth, or nature of
the issue. A successful paper will cite these sources and draw out key issues and themes.
• 15 points for the person assigned to this portion of the paper
(2) Explain the policy in place to address the issue you outlined in the first section of the paper. In
this section you should use the literature to critique the policy. What do we know about how this
policy works, what do studies say about the policy outcomes or challenges in implementing the
policy. Finally, this section of the paper should raise questions about potential issues with the
implementation of this policy at the local level that are left unanswered in the literature (and that
will be addressed in section 3 of the paper).
• 15 points for the person assigned to this portion of the paper
(3) To address the questions raised in section 2 you will be contacting local service providers. Your
group will work together to come up with key questions for this provider, but only one group
member is responsible for conducting the interview (via phone or in person). The interview will be
30-45 minutes. You will hand in your questions as an appendix for your paper and your grade will
include an assessment of how thoughtful and well articulated your questions are.
• 15 points for the person assigned to this portion of the paper
• 5 points to each group member for well constructed questions
(4) Concluding thoughts: How does your group think that implementation of this policy can be
improved? What are two recommendations you would make to the local organization?
• 10 points to every group member
(5) Writing quality, APA format, editing
• 5 points to every group member for the overall quality of the paper, the degree to which
your paper hangs together.
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WEEKLY TOPICS, ACTIVITIES, READINGS & REMINDERS
Week 1 – 10/1/19
Refugee Resettlement In Global Context
Topics & Activities
o Course and syllabus overview
o Setting our expectations
o The international context: UNHCR and the rights of refugees, durable solutions
o The global picture of resettlement as a durable solution
Assigned Readings for Week 1
• NOTE: Some of the narratives in this volume include graphic descriptions of traumatic
experiences. Please be advised and engage accordingly. Please contact me if you have concerns.
Nguyen, Viet Thanh. (2018). The Displaced: Refugee Writers on Refugee Lives. Abrams Press: New York.
• Gibney, Matthew. (2014). “Political theory, ethics, and forced migration.” In Fiddian-Qasmiyeh,
Elena, Gil Loescher, Katy Long, & Nando Sigona (Eds), The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced
Migration Studies. Oxford University Press: United Kingdom.
• Goodwin-Gill, Guy. (2014). “The international law of refugee protection”. In Fiddian-Qasmiyeh,
Elena, Gil Loescher, Katy Long, & Nando Sigona (Eds), The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced
Migration Studies. Oxford University Press: United Kingdom.
Optional Reading
• Kagan, Michael. (2006). The beleaguered gatekeeper: Protection challenges posed by the UNHCR
refugee status determination. International Journal of Refugee Law, 18(1): 1-29.
• Hilado, Aimee. (2017). Introduction: Defining Immigrant and Refugee Populations. In A. Hilado
& M. Lundy (Eds). Models for Practice with Immigrants and Refugees: Collaboration, Cultural Awareness and
Integrative Theory. Sage Publications. Thousand Oaks, CA. pp. 1 – 32
Week 2 – 10/8/19
Refugee Rights – Then and Now
Topics & Activities
o Historical overview of the development of refugee rights in the post-WWII age
o Briefly touching on the re-formation of refugee rights in today’s era
o Discussion of readings
Assigned Readings for Week 2
• Arendt, Hannah. 1943. “We Refugees.” In Altogether Elsewhere: Writers on Exile.
• Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) – p. 13-37
• Cohen, G. Daniel. 2011. “The ‘Human Rights Revolution’ at work: Displaced persons in postwar
Europe.” In Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann’s (Ed.) Human Rights in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press
• Anderson, Carol. “A ‘Hollow Mockery’: African Americans, White Supremacy, and the
Development of Human Rights in the United States.”
• Hinnant, Lori, Colleen Barry. (June 20, 2018). No easy path: Complex mass migration, politics
reshape globe. Alternative Press. https://apnews.com/35d829ab5f754d0883f09f6eda613164
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Week 3 – 10/15/19
A History of US Admissions and Resettlement Policy

Topics & Activities
o The history of U.S. federal refugee resettlement support
o The Refugee Act of 1980
o Synthesis paper due 10/18 by 10am

Assigned Readings for Week 3
• BonTempo, Carl J. (2008). Americans at the Gate: The United States and Refugees During the Cold War.
(Chapter 7). NJ: Princeton University Press.
• Benson, Odessa G. (2016). “Refugee resettlement policy in an era of neoliberalization: A policy
discourse analysis of the Refugee Act of 1980.” Social Service Review, 90(3): 515 – 549.
• Darrow, Jessica H. (2018). “Working it out in practice: Tensions embedded in the US refugee
resettlement program resolved through implementation.” In Adèle Garnier, Liliana Jubilut &
Kristin Sandvik (Eds.) Refugee Resettlement: Power, Politics and Humanitarian Governance. NY:
Berghahn Books.
• NOTE: This narrative includes graphic descriptions of traumatic experiences. Mehta, Suketu.
(August 1, 2011). The asylum seeker. The New Yorker.
Week 4 – 10/22/19
USRAP

Topics & Activities
o The structure of U.S. refugee resettlement: programs and policies; Shifting terrain of USRAP
o In class exercise: The Refugee Draft
o Final groups assigned today
Assigned Readings and Media for Week 4
• Trump, D. (2017). Executive Order: Protecting the Nation from Terrorist Attacks by Foreign Nationals.
Washington, D.C.: The White House.
• Podcast: Aleinikoff, Alex. (August 2, 2018). “Contrary to popular belief, the Supreme Court did
not hold that the travel ban is lawful” – a conversation with Professor Marty Lederman. Tempest
Tossed, Season 1.
• Pierce, Sarah, Bolter, Jessica, and Selee, Andrew. (July 2018). U.S. Immigration Policy Under Trump:
Deep Changes and Lasting Impacts. Migration Policy Institute.
• Davis, Julie Hirschfeld, Shear, Michael D. (September 6, 2019). Trump Administration considers
drastic cut in refugees allowed to enter U.S. The New York Times.
• Kerwin, Donald. (2018). “The US Refugee Resettlement Program —A Return to First Principles:
How Refugees Help to Define, Strengthen, and Revitalize the United States. Journal on Migration
and Human Security, 6(3): 205 - 225.
• Podcast: Gordon, Grant, and Gurumurthy, Ravi. (Feb 19, 2019). “Refugee Resettlement: Using
data to improve the system.” Displaced Podcast – you might want to listen to all of it but I am
assigning specifically 28:50 – 45:00 or so where they talk about the algorithm for placement
Optional Reading
• Podcast: Aleinikoff, Alex. (June 4, 2019). Immigration politics and the 2020 election: A
conversation with Muzaffar Chishti. Tempest Tossed, Unknown Season.
• RCUSA. (2019). State and Local Support for Refugee Resettlement – Interactive Map
http://www.rcusa.org/blog/byceli31a8eru7st7zifz7fl1o2w4j
• Sullivan, Eileen, and Shear, Michael D. (April 14, 2019). Trump sees an obstacle to getting his way
on immigration: His own officials. The New York Times.
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Week 5 – 10/29/19
Understanding Integration
Topics & Activities
o Integration of refugees – theory, measurement and practice
o Policy implementation prospectus due next week
Assigned Readings and Media for Week 5
• Ager, A. & Strang, A. (2008). Understanding integration: A conceptual framework. Journal of Refugee
Studies, 21 (2).
• Darrow, Jessica H. (2018). Administrative indentureship and administrative inclusion: Structured
limits and potential opportunities for refugee client inclusion in resettlement policy
implementation. Social Service Review.
• Puma, J.E., Lichtenstein, G., Stein, P. (2018). The RISE survey: Developing and implementing a
valid and reliable quantitative measure of refugee integration in the United States. Journal of Refugee
Studies.
• Greenberg, M., Gelatt, J., Bolter, J., Workie, E. & Charo, I. (2018). Promoting Refugee Integration in
Challenging Times: The Potential of Two Generation Strategies. Washington, D.C.: Migration Policy
Institute.
• Podcast: Gordon, Grant, and Gurumurthy, Ravi. (March 5, 2019). “Refugee Resettlement:
Perspectives from an IRC Caseworker.” Displaced Podcast. Season 2, episode 7.
Optional reading:
• Darrow, Jessica H. (2015). “The (re)construction of the Department of State’s Reception and
Placement policy by refugee resettlement agencies.” Journal for the Society of Social Work Research.
Week 6 – 11/5/19
Refugee Health and Mental Health
Topics & Activities
o Trauma and post conflict resilience
o Refugee health and mental health
o Guest speaker: Leora Hudak (SSA ‘12)– Former psychotherapist at the Center for Victims of
Torture
o Policy implementation prospectus due today
Assigned Readings for Week 6
• Beckman, Alison, O’Donnell Burrows, Kathlees & Walter, Jeff (Eds.) (2019). Improving WellBeing for Refugees in Primary Care: A Toolkit for Providers. MN: The Center for Victims of
Torture.
• Singer, Judy & Adams, Jenny. (2011). The place of complementary therapies in an integrated
model of refugee health care: Counselors’ and refugee clients’ perspectives. Journal of Refugee Studies
24(2).
• Aviv, Rachel. (April 3, 2017). The Trauma of Facing Deportation. The New Yorker.
• Ferriss, S.S. & Forrest-Bank, S.S. (2018). Perspectives of Somali refugees on post-traumatic growth
after resettlement. Journal of Refugee Studies.
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Week 7 – 11/12/19
Telling the Story: Narratives and Big Data
Location: Keller Center, Harris School of Public Policy “Sky room”
Topics & Activities
o We will meet with artist Mohamad Hafez to discuss his approach to documenting the lived
experience of displacement and discuss the use of different kinds of data (narrative, quantitative
data, etc) to share a story.
Assigned Readings and Media for Week 7
• Please visit the two installations of Mohamad’s work on campus prior to our meeting on 11/12.
They can be found at the foot of the stairway on the first floor in the Keller center and to the left
of the door in the gallery space at the Oriental Institute.
• Tour Mohamad’s website: www.criticalrefuge.com Including the artist bio under the tab: Towards
Sketching a Life.
• Santur, Hassan Ghedi. (July 19, 2019). The double-edged sword of humanizing migrants. Bright
Magazine.
• Podcast: Gordon, Grant, and Gurumurthy, Ravi. (April 16, 2019). Complicating narratives with
documentary photographer Glenna Gordon. Displaced Podcast. Listen until 27:00
Optional Session: 12:30 – 3:00 pm
o Those interested in being involved will meet as a group to learn about Mohamad’s art installation
project and brainstorm paths forward.
Week 8 – 11/19/19
Employment for Refugees in the US
Topics & Activities
o Employment for resettled refugees: In pursuit of economic self-sufficiency
o In-class exercise: Ali and Joseph
Assigned Readings for Week 8
• NOTE: This narrative includes graphic descriptions of traumatic experiences. Please be advised
and engage accordingly. Please contact me if you have concerns. Grabell, Michael. (May 8, 2017).
Cut to the bone: How a poultry company exploits immigration laws. The New Yorker.
• Darrow, Jessica H. (2015). “Getting refugees to work: A street-level perspective of refugee
resettlement policy.” Refugee Survey Quarterly, 34(2).
• Bouris, Erica. (2018). Skill, Career, and Wage Mobility Among Refugees: Understanding Refugees Transitions
into Higher-skill, Higher-wage Work as a Lens to Inform Effective Workforce Development Policies and Practices
in the US. New York: International Refugee Committee.
• Schuettler, Kirsten. (February 21, 2018). “A new algorithm to increase refugee employment
through smarter placement.” Forced Migration Forum.
https://forcedmigrationforum.com/2018/02/21/algorithm-to-increase-refugee-employment/
Optional reading:
• Grace, Breanne L., Nawyn, Stephanie J. & Okwako, Betty. (2018). “The right to belong (if you can
afford it: Market based restrictions on social citizenship in refugee resettlement.” Journal of Refugee
Studies, 31(1).
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Week 9 – 11/26/19
Displaced Youth
Topics & Activities
o Life course development and migration: Youth, unaccompanied minors
o Guest speakers: TBD
o Prepare for both sides of the debate for next week
Assigned Readings for Week 8
• Radio show: Laura Morrell. (March 2, 2019). “A Desperate Bargain” Reveal. The Center for
Investigative Reporting and PRX. (Start at 33:00) https://www.revealnews.org/episodes/adesperate-bargain/
• Samuels, Jenny. (February 26, 2018). A mother and child fled the Congo, only to be cruelly
separated by the US government. ACLU. https://www.aclu.org/blog/immigrants-rights/deportation-anddue-process/mother-and-child-fled-congo-only-be-cruelly
• Spinhoven, Philip, Tammy Bean, and Liesbeth Eurelings-Bontekoe. (2006). "Inconsistencies in the
self-report of traumatic experiences by unaccompanied refugee minors." Journal of Traumatic Stress
(19) 5: 663-673.
• Roth, Benjamin & Grace, Breanne. (2015). Falling through the cracks: The paradox of post-release
services for unaccompanied child migrants. Children and Youth Services Review 58: 244-252.
• Podcast: Alex Aleinikoff. (July 23, 2018). Separated children, zero tolerance and the border, with
Denise Gilman. Tempest Tossed. Season 1, episode 1. You might want to listen to all of it but I am
assigning specifically the portion between 8:30 and 22:11.
Week 10 – 12/3/19
Restrict or Expand?
Topics & Activities
o Toward a more inclusive resettlement policy: including refugees in the service delivery process and
the policy feedback loop
o The role of the social worker
o Pot luck celebration
o In class exercise: Debate: Restrictionist vs. Expansionist
Assigned Readings for Week 10
• Capps, Randy & Newland, Kathleen. (2015). The Integration Outcomes of U.S. Refugees: Successes and
Challenges. Washington, D.C.: Migration Policy Institute.
• Bernstein, Hamutal & DuBois, Nicole. (2018). Bringing Evidence to the Refugee Integration Debate.
Washington, DC: Urban Institute.
• Sévigny, Christophe. (2012). Starting from refugees themselves: towards an institutional
ethnography of resettlement. New Issues in Refugee Research. Canada: Carlton University.
• Briskman, L. & Latham, S. (2017). Refugees, Islamophobia, and Ayaan Hirsi Ali: Challenging
social work co-optation. Journal of Women and Social Work, 32(1): 108 – 111.
• Podcast: Gordon, Grant, and Gurumurthy, Ravi. (February 26, 2019). “Refugee Resettlement: A
Conversation with Congresswoman Ilhan Omar.” Displaced Podcast. Season 2, episode 6.
Optional Reading
• Drozdowski, Hayley & Yarnell, Mark. (July 2019). Issue Brief: Promoting Refugee Participation in the
Global Refugee Forum: Walking the Walk. Washington DC: Refugees International.
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Supplemental Reading List
The International Context:
• Thomson, Marnie Jane. (2012). "Black boxes of bureaucracy: Transparency and opacity in the
resettlement process of Congolese refugees." Political and Legal Anthropology Review (35) 2: 186-205.
• Smith, M. 2004. "Warehousing refugees: A denial of rights, a waste of humanity." World Refugee
Survey: 38-56.
• Kibreab, Gaim. 2007. "Why governments prefer spatially segregated settlement sites for urban
refugees." Refuge (24) 1.
• Alexander, Michael. (1999). Refugee status determination conducted by UNHCR. International
Journal of Refugee Law, 11(2).
• Hein, Jeremy. 1993. "Refugees, immigrants, and the state." Annual Review of Sociology (19): 43-59.
• UNHCR. 1996. Convention and Protocol: Relating to the status of refugees.
• Solomon, H. 2002. "Protecting refugee rights - Getting serious about terminology." African Human
Rights Law Journal (2): 60-68.
• UNHCR. 1999. "The conflict between refugee rights and national interests: Background and
policy strategy." Refugee Survey Quarterly (18) 2: 64-84.
The History of U.S. Federal Refugee Resettlement Support
• Zucker, Naomi F., and Norman L. Zucker. 1994. United States Admissions Policies Toward
Cuban and Haitian Migrants. In 4th International Research and Advisory Panel Conference. University of
Oxford, UK: University of Oxford.
• McBride, M.J., 1999. The evolution of US immigration and refugee policy: Public opinion, domestic politics and
UNHCR. Whittier, CA: Centre for Documentation and Research.
• Bach, R.L. 1988. "State intervention in Southeast Asian refugee resettlement in the United States."
Journal of Refugee Studies (1) 1: 38 - 54.
• Brown, Anastasia, and Todd Scribner. 2014. "Unfulfilled promises, future possibilities: The
refugee resettlement system in the United States " Journal on Migration and Human Security (2) 2: 101120.
• Solomon, H. 2002. "Protecting refugee rights - Getting serious about terminology." African Human
Rights Law Journal (2): 60-68.
• UNHCR. 1999. "The conflict between refugee rights and national interests: Background and
policy strategy." Refugee Survey Quarterly (18) 2: 64-84.
Impact of Executive Orders Relating to Refugee Admissions
• Miliband, David. (January 27, 2017). The Opinion Pages: Donald Trump’s Un-American refugee
policy. The New York Times.
• United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York. Darweesh & Abdulkhaleq v.
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