
POL 599: Inequality and Influence, Spring 2017 
Room: 1300 Campo Sano 250A 

Dr. Gregory Koger                                 gkoger@miami.edu  
Office:  Campos Sano 140E                    Office Hours:  T, Th 11-noon & by appointment 
 
Course Content 
This course explores the politics of economic inequality in the United States. It surveys the 
nature and extent of economic inequality in America, the policy sources of economic inequality, 
and the effects of political inequality on the political process. 

Course Objectives: 
• Content: by the end of this course, students will be able to understand patterns of economic 

inequality. They will understand the policy choices that accentuate economic inequality and 
how upper-income citizens have an extraordinary influence on the political process through 
campaign finance and lobbying. This influence, in turn, leads to policies reflecting the 
interests of more wealthy citizens. 

• Skills: Students will learn to speak and reason well, including the application of scientific 
methods to political subjects, writing discussion papers, and presenting in class. 

• Values: Students will learn to evaluate empirical evidence and evaluate the fairness of 
American society. 

Required Texts 

There are two required texts for this class: Larry Bartels, Unequal Democracy (2012) and Richard 
Hasen, Plutocrats United (2016). In addition, a collection of readings is available on the course 
Blackboard page. You MUST bring the appropriate readings for each section to class with you.   

Grading 

Students are required to read all assigned readings, attend and participate in all classes, write 
weekly response papers, and complete a review essay.  The grade breakdown is: 

Class Participation: 10% Final Paper:  20% Weekly writing assignments (10): 7% each.  
Weekly papers are due on Sunday by 11 pm. There will be a sign-up sheet to distribute paper 
“skips” so there is usually one skip per week. 
 
Students are expected to do their own work and cite sources used to write their papers.  
All work submitted in this class must be original and cannot be submitted to more than one 
class.  This policy is required to encourage consistent ethical behavior among students and to 
foster a climate of fair competition. Consequently, the Undergraduate Student Honor Code in is 
force at all times. Students are responsible for reading, understanding, and upholding the Honor 
Code which is available from the Office of the Dean of Students. Turn your cell phones off.  
Participate in class discussions. There are no excuses for late papers; start papers early and 
protect yourself against computer failures.    
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Date Subject Reading (sequenced) 

1/17 Introduction.  
1/19, 
1/24, 
1/26, 
1/31 

Economic Inequality in 
the U.S.  

Drew DeSilver, “10 facts about American workers.” Pew, 9/1/2016 
CQ Researcher, “Wealth and Inequality,” April 2014 
Bartels, Unequal Democracy, ch. 1 
Stiglitz 2012, ch. 1 

2/2 
2/7, 
2/9 

The Role of Government 
Policy 

Stiglitz 2012, ch. 2 & 3 
Bonica et al 2013. “Why Hasn’t Democracy Slowed Rising Inequality?” JEP.  
 

2/14-
3/9 
 

Inequality and Public 
Opinion 

(2/14) Pew poll: “Most Americans say U.S. economic system is unfair, but 
high-income Republicans disagree” 2/10/2016 
Bartels, Unequal Democracy, ch. 2-8 (one chapter per class) 

3/21 
3/23 
3/28, 
3/30 

Political Inequality CQ Researcher, “Campaign Finance” May 2016 
Dark Money summaries 
Hill & Huber. “Representativeness and Motivations of the Contemporary 
Donorate.” Political Behavior 2016 
Bartels, Unequal Democracy, ch. 9 
Gilens & Page, Testing theories of American politics: Elites, interest groups, 
and average citizens Perspectives on politics, 2014 

4/4 Policy Reforms Stiglitz, Rewriting the Rules, ch. 2 (57-90) 
4/6 Political Reform: 

Campaign Finance 
Hasen, Plutocrats United, 2016 
4/6: 1-36 
4/11: 37-62 
4/13: 63-83 
4/18: 84-106 
4/20: 107-145 
4/25: 146-175 
4/27: 176-190 

5/4 Final paper due by noon 
 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=oEh1HxwAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=sra
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S1537592714001595
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S1537592714001595

